COMMUNITY UPDATE – JANUARY 2013

The Agua Fria Village Association (AFVA) has been working on your behalf to make our community a better place.  This Community Update describes what actions have been taken and how YOU the reader can help to achieve even more.  

NOTE:  The next AFVA Meeting is on Monday, February 4th, 2013 at 6 p.m. at NRCC.   Agenda items will be accepted by emailing: WilliamHenryMee@aol.com.  

This is an exciting meeting described in #21 below (Please Come!).

QUICK Announcements:
1. On Thursday, January 24th, at 6:00 p.m. at the Southside Library, the City of Santa Fe is hosting a public meeting on the future use of waste water from its system.

2. School Board Forum Thursday, January 24th from 6-7:30 PM at the Center for Progress and Justice 1420 Cerrillos Road, Santa Fe. Candidates: 

District 3: Susan Duncan/ Fred Zimbler 

 (505) 982-3036          (505) 660-7234 

suduncan@comcast.net        zimbler4sfeschoolboard@hotmail.com 

www.susan-duncan.com 

District 5: Lorraine Price/ Louis Carlos 

 (505) 988-4126                     505) 428-0437 

lorrainetprice@gmail.com    louis.carlos@comcast.net 

www.lorraineprice.com 

All Districts: Bond Election 

Moderator Joseph Maestas 

3. Meet and Greet Susan Duncan, Precinct 66 School Board:

Hotel Santa Fe 5:50 to 7 p.m. Friday, January 25th.

4. There is a Water Advisory Group meeting at the La Farge Library on Wednesday, January 30th at 5:30 p.m. 

5. Anaya’s Wrecker Service Master Plan: 

In lieu of a standing organization like the old Agua Fria Development Review Committee, complex development plans are requiring neighborhood input.  Therefore, Robert and Bernadette Anaya are coming before the Agua Fria Village Association at its meeting of February 4th to have their attorney present a 5-10 minute presentation to show the conceptional master plan for their lots and how their commercial Wrecker Service will be housed their.  Santa Fe County case manager Jose Larranaga (986-6296) said they will have to have everything submitted to his office by February 8, 2013.  You can call him for more information.
6. Santa Fe County Launches New Online Comment Form:
Santa Fe, NM – January 8, 2013 - Santa Fe County has launched a new online comment form for residents. The new form was developed to be easy and quick to fill out. The tool allows residents the opportunity to leave their contact information so staff can follow through with them, or they can bypass the contact information fields by simply clicking an anonymous button.

“Santa Fe County would like to hear from residents. The new online form will help us gauge our services and identify areas where we need improvement. It will also be a great way for us to find out what our constituents are really concerned about,” said Commission Chair, Kathy Holian.

The new online comment form can be found at: www.santafecountynm.gov/contact_us/public_comment_form or by selecting “Public Comment Form” from the Quicklinks dropdown menu on the homepage www.santafecountynm.gov.

7. Condolences to the family of Rachel Perea (August 20, 1921 to January 7, 2013).  The eulogy at the Rosary by her granddaughters said she was the oldest of the nine children of Isidro and Mercedes Tapia Lopez.  She was married to Ramon Perea, Sr.(†) on January 7, 1946, and he carried her in a wheelbarrow from San Isidro Church to the front door as was the custom of the time. 

8. Harold A. Roberts 

born De Soto Kansas May 10, 1926 

died Phoenix Arizona December 12, 2012 

As evident from the heading of this tome, Harold died recently.  It would not be difficult to eulogize Harold's accomplishments, of which there where many. 

However, for those of us who knew and loved Harold and hold him dear to our hearts, it is the complex essence of the man which will remain indelibly imprinted upon our minds and souls. 

Harold generously shared with us his:

Intense intelligence 
Wry sense of humor 

Uncanny ability to forge new paths along well worn roads 
Honor and integrity 

Gentleness 

Kindliness 

Courage 

Patience 

And 

Love 

Harold was, in the truest sense of the word a "gentleman".   A Renaissance man. 

And as the days pass and we hear ourselves saying "Harold would have loved this" or "Harold would have a fit if we tried to do this" or "Gosh but I miss his wit and conversations" or "What a wonderful, stubborn, sometimes pushy, but always caring and unassuming man he was" we'll know that while here, he did his job well. 

And although we may not know how or why, I suspect the final question for many of us will be "what would Harold have done". 

From our family to yours, We send Love and Blessings to you all. 

Teri Roberts Family

P.O. Box 101

Santa Fe, N.M. 87504
9. The StoryCorps MobileBooth will be recording in Santa Fe from January 9-February 9, 2013.  StoryCorps is an independent nonprofit whose mission is to provide Americans of all backgrounds and beliefs with the opportunity to record, share, and preserve the stories of our lives. Since 2003, StoryCorps has collected and archived over 35,000 stories from over 70,000 participants. Each conversation is recorded on a free CD to share, and is preserved at the American Folklife Center at the Library of Congress. StoryCorps is one of the largest oral history projects of its kind, and millions listen to our weekly broadcasts on NPR’s Morning Edition and on our Listen pages.

Location: Santa Fe Plaza, across the street from the Palace of the Governors at 105 West Palace Avenue

Contact Jesse Gutierrez, mobiletour@storycorps.net; 1-800-850-4406 or (646) 872-3619.
For more information: http://storycorps.org/stops/santa-fe-nm/ and in Spanish: www.storycorps.org/historias.  The StoryCorps currently has a waiting list.
10. Cementerio de la Agua Fria meets on Wednesday, February 6th at 6:00 p.m. at the Nancy Rodriguez Community Center, this is a meeting to revise the Bylaws, but the Admissions Committee will sell burial rights before the meeting at 5:50; for more information contact Mary “Nena” Gonzales, Chairperson, at: 505-471-8928 or m.gonzales5137@yahoo.com.  

11. William and Lois Mee and other members of the Santa Fe Basin Water Association and United Communities of Santa Fe County met with County Commissioner Miguel Chavez who was sworn in on January 1st as the new District 2 Commissioner on January 2nd.  We brought up water issues and the issues we raised at the October 9th BCC meeting.  We encourage you to contact Commissioner Chavez and build a rapport with him as the position of county commissioner is the single most important elected position in the quality of life for the THC residents.  For example, if we lived in the City of Santa Fe, we pretty much have access to the mayor and the 8 city councilors; so nine people looking out for our needs.  But in the county, the other four commissioners have such diverse districts and unfulfilled needs that it is hard to compete with their other 35,000 constituents for attention.   

12. On January 10, 2013, Acequia Agua Fria (AAF) and the Agua Fria Well Owners Association met with “Consolidation Attorneys” (attorneys representing the consolidated 17 organizations) on the protest against the City of Santa Fe.  It is the contention of the AAF that the open adjudication case (Anaya versus City of Santa Fe) does that properly reflect the extent of the water rights that Agua Fria Village had historically (and consequently presently) in both Acequia water rights (calculated at between 3,250 acre feet and 6,000 acre feet using the 1914 Hydrologic Survey by the Office of State Engineer-OSE), and in ground water wells.  We are currently seeking information about hand dug wells that property owners may have had on their property before 1945 for the OSE hearing scheduled in September.  If you have any information please email: WilliamHenryMee@aol.com.  

13. Santa Fe Public Schools Invites You to a Groundbreaking Ceremony:

Tuesday, January 29th at 11 a.m. at the Agua Fria Community School future site on South Meadows Road (Agua Fria Street then right on South Meadows and site ahead on left towards Santa Fe River). 

14. Tavelli Subdivision Reapplies For Extension and is Approved by BCC:
Michael Tavelli and his brother Tom applied to Santa Fe County for a two (2) year extension of their Development (Tavelli Mixed Use Subdivision Master Plan BCC Case #MIS 06-5271); for 17 lots near Rumbo Al Sur (with a possible future masterplan of 26 lots duplexes and two story with live-work units).  We attended the January 8, 2013 BCC meeting and had the vote go against us, but the County Commissioners really had no choice.  We should have been better prepared and I submit a call to create a standing Development Review Committee for the AFVA like La Cienega has; which is independent of County control.  Their chairperson is an architect-builder and the members are very knowledgeable and respected members of the community.  

15. For people concerned about dump permits going up from $65 to $75:

Santa Fe Solid Waste Task Force meeting is the Last Wednesday of the month, January 30th at 3 p.m. at the Public Works building off State Road 599 North Frontage Road.  William Mee attended the November 28th meeting.

16. SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION FEBRUARY 5th (District boundaries have changed):

For Precinct 66: Dear Friends of Mine and of Public Education,

Lorraine Price, a 20-year veteran of teaching and administration in our public schools, is running for SF School Board, District 5.   I am the treasurer for her campaign.   A major factor in my agreeing to this job is the number of times I have been in a public setting with Lorraine when a former student or the parent of a former student has come up to hug her and thank her once again for her impact.   The impacts described are big, such as "You are the reason I stayed in school".  With her experience, her values and her commitment to public education,  I think we need Lorraine on our School Board.  

There are a number of ways you can support her candidacy if you choose.

- You can make a donation.    Time is short, as the election is Tuesday, February 5.  Go to Lorraine's website,  www.lorraineprice.com.
- You can agree to be listed as a supporter of her candidacy.
- You can write a letter to the editor of the New Mexican and the Journal North or volunteer to make phone calls or walk neighborhoods with literature.
- You can talk with neighbors and friends about her qualifications and increase voter activity.  As you probably know, few Santa Feans vote in School Board elections.  We need residents to care enough about public education to get out the vote.

Please visit Lorraine's website www.lorraineprice.com to learn more about what she can bring to our School Board.   The website also gives you two easy ways to make a donation.  -- And I'll always be happy to talk with you.  Thanks much,  Elaine Sullivan

For Precinct 80:  Dear Friends, 

I am running to serve on Santa Fe's School Board because I believe the moment is ripe for change in our schools. Like you, I'm concerned about low academic performance and low graduation rates. At stake is the future of our children and their families and New Mexico's economy. teachers, principals, administrators, parents or children. But scapegoating has never solved problems - creating solutions requires all of us working together. 

It'll take hard work and plenty of cooperation, but I believe we can: 

- Set high standards and accountability for academic performance 

- Provide teachers with the training, coaching and support they need to succeed 

- Provide support to students who need it through special education services and afterschool and summer programs 

- Offer more alternatives for secondary education that meet the diverse needs and interests of our students 

As a lifelong educator and teacher who wants to see all of our children succeed, I hope to earn your trust to serve on Santa Fe's School Board.  I ask for your support on February 5th.   Thank you, Susan 

Susan's Experience: 

Community School Program Director Aspen and Kaune Elementary Schools 

United Way of Santa Fe County 4 years 

Director of Afterschool, Summer, and Service-Learning Programs in Middle Schools and High Schools 9 years 

Social Studies and English Teacher Grades 7-12 

13 years 
17. NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH UPDATE: Lt. William Pacheco of the Santa Fe County Sherriff’s Office (Chief of Detectives) came to the January 7th AFVA meeting and stated that SF County has seen a 7 % decrease county in 2012 burglaries.  It is not much but that is something, when you are hit such as William Mee, then the lowering of a statistic is meaningless to you.  He was impressed with our attendance.  The Neighborhood Watch Programs and calls from residents reporting suspicious behavior or someone breaking into a home has been a big help with the decrease.  Don’t ever be hesitant to call the non-emergency telephone number 428-3720 to report something unusual.  It is almost always through these tips that patterns emerge and someone is caught, and 5-15 burglaries are solved and property is returned.  Neighborhood watch is probably the best defense against crime.  There are about 80 deputies at this time, this is full staffing.  They have a few vacancies, missing a couple of deputies that will be filled shortly.  Sherriff Robert Garcia is working on getting more deputies hired to meet the needs of growing areas.  Lt. Pacheco has noticed that a lot of the property burglaries that are being committed are being committed by people that would not normally do this, but are struggling with the economy, and are stealing metals and batteries for recycling, like out-of-work construction workers.   So hopefully, this is just a temporary trend.  Metal recycling is huge right now and people can get like $10.00 for each car battery.  They work closely with Capitol Recycling and the yards in Albuquerque.  Sometimes the thieves wait a week or two and take the materials farther away.  The people doing this are not breaking into homes and are not armed, and they have been getting caught very easily after a few burglaries in the same areas.   They admit to the burglary and say they are sorry and didn’t have any other way to make ends meet.  Flat screen TV’s are real popular and other electronics like computers, laptops, I-pads, the newest in technology, etc., for the more professional and repeat offender burglars.   Many times burglaries are associated with a few known drug abusers looking for quick money.    These crimes are down because most of the local abusers are behind bars now.  Judges are giving stiffer sentences for repeat offenders.  Also car burglaries are up; this is where people are looking for radar detectors, GPS systems, purses and electronics through the windows.  He stated that if women are going to leave their purses in the car to put them in the trunk at home, before you leave.  This is “smash and grab” and done within 30 seconds.   If a homeowner hears breaking glass, they have to look at quickly, because these guys will be gone, usually a driver and a perpetrator.  Recommend keeping binoculars by the window to get license plate numbers if you live on a major road; because this is the only way you will see anything.   Gang-related crimes are down right now from a high two years ago and Agua Fria can find itself a victim of these crimes when gangs from the west side of Santa Fe or the east side of Santa Fe come into the Village.   Often groups on the east do use the affiliation of Eastside, but that is not always the case.  Often they are gang want-to-bes and aren’t really affiliated with the official gang.  The Sheriff’s Office knows the names, locations and members of the gangs.  It is important to study and inventory the graffiti tags in areas and they take pictures of this to see what group is “working” the area.   

18. Request for unusual donations:
Michael Bergt is designing a monument to the elders of the Village who were instrumental in creating the Agua Fria Community water system.  He wants pieces of broken pottery/plates that mean something to your family to be donated so he can use them in the sculpture.  Bring them buy the AFVA meeting and we will collect them for Michael.

19. Carbon Economy Series Continues:

Dear Friends, Happy Holiday season…. we can restore deserts, grow food and sequester carbon by these practices being taught in the workshops.  Please join us and share our promotional materials with friends.  Receive a warm hug,  Iginia Boccalandro, Founder of Carbon Economy Series.
JAN 11-13 Daniel Mirabal/Maria Boccalandro Sustainable Tourism

FEB 21-22 Gary Liss ZERO Waste

MAR 15-17 Iginia Boccalandro Permaculture Boot Camp 

APR 12-14 Women's Gardener, Farmers, Rancher Training
MAY 24-26 Dave Jacke Gardening like the Forest (Creating a Food Forest)

Connect with Carbon Economy Series:

on Facebook:  Facebook.com/CarbonEconomy
on the web: www.carboneconomyseries.com
Office (505) 819-3828; Cell    (818) 913-2877
20. Recommended Top 10 District specific Projects submitted to Legislature by Santa Fe County:
Dist. 1 

Arroyo Alamo West Drainage/Road/Study/Design $200,000 

Feather Catcher Road Drainage/Road/Study/Design $200,000 

Dist. 2 

Camino La Tierra Road Improvements to reclaim existing portions of existing chip seal with new double penetration chip seal over existing hard surface(s) $500,000 

Lopez Lane/Rufina Street Intersection redesign, to include signalization and turning lanes  

$250,000 

Dist 3 

CR 8 (Dinkle Rd) Reclaim existing asphalt and base course and compact into sub grade. Place 6”of new base course and 3” of new hot mix asphalt. Between County Line Rd and NM 344 portion that is maintained by the county $500,000 

La Cienega Community Center/Fire Station, for design services, for the community center to 

convert the existing fire station bay for use by the community for community room and library  

$150,000 

Dist 4 

CR 51 (Ojo De La Vaca) Reclaim existing chip seal and base course and compact into sub grade. Place 6” of new base course and 3” of new hot mix asphalt. From Low Water Crossing north one mile $500,000 

Renovate Arroyo Honda Fire Station $500,000 

Dist 5 

Up-Grades to the El Dorado Transfer Station, $150,000 

Design of Water Line from Turquoise Trail School to Lone Butte Area $400,000.
21. The Agua Fria Village Association meeting on Monday, February 4th will feature:

A. Anaya’s Wrecker Service Master Plan.

B. Updates:  Planning session for getting more participation in meetings and membership.

NEXT AFVA MEETINGS:

2013 Schedule of AFVA Meetings: First Monday of the month, except as noted: 

First Monday February 4th; First Monday March 4th; Sunday April 7th from 2-5 p.m. (Annual Election); First Monday May 6th; First Monday June 3rd; First Monday July 1st; First Monday August 5th; Second Monday September 9th (First Monday 9-2 is Labor Day holiday); First Monday October 7th; First Monday November 4th, First Monday December 2nd.

Call William Mee at 473-3160 (WilliamHenryMee@aol.com) to be placed on Agenda. ---Thanks for reading this (and do pass it on or post it on your refrigerator).  

Meetings are at the Nancy Rodriguez Community Center, #1 Prairie Dog Loop and start promptly at 6:00 p.m.  We end at 8:00 p.m. or earlier.  Two hours is a small investment in YOUR community.  

Please share this Community Update with others in the community who do not have email; especially the elders and people who are “shut-in”---print out a copy and share it.  Send a TEXT alert about important issues.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++

Don’t forget to join our own Agua Fria Village group at:

http://aguafriavillage.ning.com/ 

Go to the “Forum” section and there are a number of files posted there.

+++++++++++END+++++++++++
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