HALO II Software Installation Instructions:
1. After inserting the CD into your computer, you need to open up the contents of the cd. This can be accomplished by going to you’re my computer icon usually located on either your desktop or in the start menu and double left-clicking it. Then clicking on your CD-Rom drive.

2. In this folder you will see the contents of the CD. Click the Setup File which looks like this: 
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This file will take you through the installation process and check for everything you need installed.

3. You will also need to download and install Microsoft MapPoint. If you do not want to purchase MapPoint then you can download a free 60-Day trial version.
Software Overview:

1. After The HALO II Beta Software and MapPoint are installed, you will be able to start tracking. You should now have a shortcut folder in your start menu labeled ‘StratoStar’ with an .exe file “StratoSAT.” Click on this shortcut.

2. If the program loads correctly, you should be looking at this message:
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Unless you have already purchased MapPoint select ‘Use Trial Version.’

3. After this point you will be looking at the main map used for tracking. As you can see in the picture below:
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Full System Test:

1.  If you would like to run through a systems test, you are going to need your command turned on (Do this by removing the ‘Pull Before Flight’ pin located on the bottom of the command). You will also need to connect the chase antenna via USB cable to your computer.
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Note: If you haven’t worked with a StratoSAT system before, please download the StratoStar USB Driver from the NS Network; the link should take you to the right page, just scroll down and look for the Post with the USB driver Heading.

2. After your computer is connected to the antenna, you need to assess which COM port it has been given. This can be accomplished by going to your control panel; usually found in the start menu. Inside the control panel, select the system icon( next select the hardware tab and the device manager button.
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Inside the Device Manager, scroll down to the ‘Ports’ icon and expand the tab so you can locate which COM is being used by the USB port [ex. USB Port (COM1)].
3. Once you have completed the previous steps, return to your StratoSAT program and select the settings tab. Select the proper USB com and make sure all other settings are as shown below:
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4. Click ok, and then click start tracking, you will then be prompted with this screen:
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Please Label your Flight ID as your school id and school name and then click ok.

5. If everything is connected and working properly, you will begin seeing data come through on the bottom of the map in the live data window. Once a GPS packet is received, you will se a single dot on the map with a small adjacent window filled with pertinent system data. If you see everything I have listed here then you have just completed a successful HALO II Test. You are now ready to fly.

a. Note: If you have trouble receiving a GPS lock, make sure your command unit is outside or near a window.
