	[image: ]

Millennial Vision for Metro Detroit: Model Resolution
Memo to City Staff
The Millennial Vision for Metro Detroit, passed by the Millennial Mayors Congress on December 3, 2011, outlines the Congress’s vision for the region’s future. It seeks to coordinate development and investment according to the regional priorities expressed by Millennial residents and guided by the wisdom of governmental officials. The vision is based in extensive research on what Millennials seek in a place where they can live, work and play. We believe that the goals expressed in this vision will make our region more attractive not only to young people but to current residents and talented workers. 
On the next page is a draft of the model resolution that member communities can use to demonstrate their commitment to the Millennial Mayors Congress visioning protocol. Final language should be adapted to local preferences and conditions. Make sure to also attach the original language of the Millennial Vision (see page three of this document). Delegates are encouraged to present this resolution to their local governing body by March 3, 2012. 
Once the resolution is passed through city council, we urge you to meet with Valerie Bieberich, program coordinator, and your Millennial representative, to talk about how this vision might be incorporated into your City’s planning and policymaking. Implementation of this issue protocol is not about achieving all of these goals in a set amount of time—rather, it’s about working together and using this framework to guide our decision-making. For your city, this may take the form of implementing small projects recommended by the vision. It may mean incorporating these goals into your economic development plan. Or, it may simply mean hanging these on a wall somewhere and using them to prioritize and guide which policies and projects you tackle next. 



MILLENNIAL VISION FOR METRO DETROIT
At a regular meeting of the [City Council] of the City of [City], held in the [Council Chambers] at [time] on the [date] day of [month], 2012.
The following resolution was moved by [Council Member] and seconded by [Council Member]: 
WHEREAS the City of [City] is one of 22 local governments participating in the Millennial Mayors Congress, a voluntary regional coalition of municipal leaders and young residents; and 
WHEREAS [City representative] and [Millennial representative] are [City’s] appointed representatives to the Millennial Mayors Congress; and
WHEREAS the Millennial Mayors Congress unanimously adopted the Millennial Vision for Metro Detroit on December 3, 2011 via the attached resolution in order to guide and coordinate future development according to the priorities of Millennial residents; 
WHEREAS the [City Council] has determined that it is in the interests of the City of [City], as a participating member of the Millennial Mayors Congress, to pursue the same goals for metro Detroit’s future. 
BE IT RESOLVED that it is the goal of the City of [City] to work towards the shared goals for metro Detroit enumerated in the Millennial Vision for Metro Detroit.
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the [City Council] instructs the [City Manager] and the [relevant staff person] to work with [City representative], [Millennial representative] and the staff of the Millennial Mayors Congress to identify implementation steps, taking into account the specific conditions and priorities of the City of [City]. 
PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE [CITY COUNCIL] OF THE CITY OF [CITY], MICHIGAN THIS [DATE] DAY OF [MONTH], 2012. 
Ayes: 
Nays: 
Absent: 



MILLENNIAL VISION FOR METRO DETROIT
This agreement is made and entered into on December 3, 2011, by the Millennial Mayors Congress, a voluntary coalition of municipal leaders and residents of the cities listed below. 
Whereas, the Millennial Mayors Congress believes it is necessary to engage diverse leadership across generations and geographies in order to improve the common prosperity of our region; and
Whereas, the Congress desires to voluntarily and collaboratively set forth the principles defined herein that illustrate their commitment to engage Millennials in the governmental process; and
Whereas, a regional vision based in the needs and desires of Millennial residents and guided by the wisdom of city officials will ensure that member cities are working collaboratively to address shared problems; and
Whereas, the Congress seeks to elevate sustainability, equitable opportunity and access, a creative and innovative environment, and openness to new people and ideas; and
Whereas, the Millennial Vision for Metro Detroit is based in extensive research of Millennial residents of metro Detroit and guided by the Congress’s mission to empower young leaders; 
Therefore, in consideration of the mutual agreements contained herein, the undersigned Congress representatives acknowledge the Millennial Vision for Metro Detroit as a guiding force for future development of metro Detroit and its member communities, and resolve to work together to promote these shared goals: 
· A healthy, sustainable economy powered by entrepreneurship and innovation. 
· An abundance of jobs across skill level and education, providing workers—especially young talent—with access to diverse employment opportunities. 
· A vibrant region characterized by a network of compact, mixed-use spaces.
· Development, redevelopment and adaptive reuse that support and enhance existing neighborhoods and highlight the strong, authentic character of individual communities.
· A regional transportation network with many travel choices, including biking, walking and transit, that allows residents to easily, reliably and affordably access amenities across the metro area and within their own cities. 
· An equitable primary and secondary education system in every community that prepares all students for the new economy.
· Affordable and accessible higher education.
· Representative, responsive, accessible and efficient local government.
· Energy efficiency and increased use of alternative energy sources. 
· Abundant and healthy open space, waterways and outdoor recreation opportunities.
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