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2012 Community Project Awards Application Form

Teens for Planet Earth, developed by the Wildlife Conservation Society’s Education Department, provides technical support for teens and adult advisors around the world who develop and implement environmental community service-learning projects.    

The 2012 Teens for Planet Earth Community Project Awards recognize teens across the globe for community projects that demonstrate their commitment to the environment.  Teens for Planet Earth teams whose projects are deemed to be of exceptional quality are awarded at three levels: Bronze, Silver, and Gold.  Recipients of the Bronze Award receive a certificate of merit for their achievements. Recipients of the Silver Award receive a certificate of distinction for their achievements, as well as an entire Web page devoted to showcasing their team’s community conservation project; and US$300 to further enhance their project or education. (Please note that US$300 is awarded to the team, not to each individual). Recipients of the Gold Award receive a certificate of excellence for their achievements; an entire Web page devoted to showcasing their team’s community conservation project; and US$500 to further enhance their project or education. (Please note that US$500 is awarded to the team, not to each individual.) 
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WCS Mission: The Wildlife Conservation Society saves wildlife and wild lands. We do so through careful science, international conservation, education, and the management of the world’s largest system of urban wildlife parks, led by the flagship Bronx Zoo. Together, these activities change individual attitudes toward nature and help people imagine wildlife and humans living in sustainable interaction on both a local and a global scale. WCS is committed to this work because we believe it essential to the integrity of life on Earth.

Please do not include this page in your application.
2012 Teens for Planet Earth Community Project Awards Application Form

Information and Instructions
Please Note the Following Requirements
· A team is one or more teens, ages 13 through 19, from around the world. You must be no less than13 years of age and no more than 19 years of age as of January 1, 2012 to apply. 
· Each team should have an Adult Advisor, who is an adult, age 21 or older, and is a teacher, group leader, counselor, principal, sports coach, parent, or any individual who most directly helped you achieve your project goals.  
· Your team must be registered online with Teens for Planet Earth at ww.teensforplanetearth.org. 
· Your team must create a Project Page on  www.teensforplanetearth.org and is highly encouraged to keep this page up-to-date and be active on the TPE website.
· The majority of the community project must have been completed within the last 24 months.

· Please type or print neatly and carefully. Answer all questions honestly. Pay attention to space or page limits for each section. 

· Please make a copy of your completed application. Your materials will not be returned. 
· International applications are highly encouraged. However, your application must be submitted in English. We regret that we are unable to offer translation services at this time.

Directions

This is a team application to be completed by all team members. Completed applications must be submitted in one packet  or one e-mail that contains only the following items, in this order:

· Part I - Individual Information (one for each team member)

· Part II - Project Report (including three to five color photos of the team and your project - high resolution digital photos are preferred)

· Part III - Reference Letters (two are required)

Please do not include any other pages of this application. Feel free to include any other project materials (e.g. articles, videos) that you would like us to consider.  

You must read Part IV (Rules, Terms, and Conditions) before submitting your application.  
E-mail your completed application to t4pe@wcs.org, or mail your completed application to:

Teens for Planet Earth

Prospect Park Zoo Education Department

450 Flatbush Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11225
USA

Applications must be received via e-mail or postmarked on or before Monday, October 15, 2012.
Please do not include this page in your application.
For more information, visit our Web site or contact Allison Hague, Teens for Planet Earth Coordinator, at t4pe@wcs.org or at (country code 01) (718) 399-7339  extension  326.
Application deadline:  October 15, 2012
Applicants will be notified by: November 30, 2012
www.teensforplanetearth.org

Please do not include this page in your application.
2012 Teens for Planet Earth Community Project Awards Application Form

Part I - Individual Information

Each team member should complete Part I individually. Make as many copies of this page as necessary.

Name _____________________________________________________________                 Gender               male           female



        first (given)


last (family)



Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________  State/Province ___________________________________________


Postal (Zip) Code _____________________________________    Country ____________________________________________

Telephone (if applicable) (          ) ________________________   E-mail (if applicable) __________________________________

Ethnicity (optional) _______________________________________   Birthday _______ / _______ / _______      Age _________    






  month
   day
      year

1.  In the space provided, describe the skills and abilities that you brought to the success of your team’s community conservation

 project.

2.  How have you changed through this experience? What did you learn about yourself, the environment, and your community?  

I have completed this entire application honestly and, where appropriate, cooperatively. I have read, understand, and agree to comply with the Rules, Terms, and Conditions for the Teens for Planet Earth 2012 Community Project Awards.

 

Signature of Applicant _____________________________________________ 

Date   _______ / _______ / _______      








            month
day
year

Signature of parent or legal guardian __________________________________ 

Date   _______ / _______ / _______      

if applicant is under 18 years of age
          


            month
day
year

2012 Teens for Planet Earth Community Project Awards
Part II - Project Report

Part II should be completed jointly by all your team members. Include three to five color photos of your team at work on your project with this report. E-mail them to t4pe@wcs.org or mail them in.
Team Name (Don’t have one? Pick one now!) ___________________________________________________________________

Approximate dates of your community project: _____________________________  to  ______________________________








start date (month/year)

          completion (month/year)
1.  Project Overview: In 100 words or fewer, summarize your environmental community conservation project.

2.  Project Report.

A. How and why did you choose this project?
B. Describe each major step, activity, event, etc. of your project. Attach additional pages if necessary.


C. Why is your project important to your local community? How does it directly or indirectly affect wildlife?

D. What were the obstacles and/or challenges that you faced? How did you overcome them?
E. How does your project continue to benefit your local community, even now that you have completed most of the work?

3.  If your team receives the Gold Award, what do you plan to do with the US$500 award?

2012 Teens for Planet Earth Community Project Awards 
Part III – Reference Letters

Applications must include two letters of recommendation.  References should complete and return the forms to you to include in your application packet or e-mail (PDF format preferred).
REFERENCE LETTER #1 - ADULT ADVISOR 
The first letter should be completed by your adult advisor, who is an adult, age 21 or older, and is a teacher, group leader, counselor, principal, sports coach, parent, or any individual who most directly helped you achieve your project goals.  
Please include answers to the following questions. Attach additional pages if necessary.

· How long and in what capacity have you known the applicants?  

· What role did you play in the applicants’ community conservation project?

· How have the applicants and their community benefited from their community conservation project?

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
      Date   _______ / _______ / _______      








                    month
       day
         year

Name _____________________________________________________________                 Gender                male              female



        first (given)


last (family)



Title _________________________________________    Organization ______________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________  State/Province ___________________________________________


Postal (Zip) Code _____________________________________    Country ____________________________________________

Telephone (if applicable) (           ) _______________________   E-mail (if applicable) __________________________________

REFERENCE LETTER #2 - SECONDARY REFERENCE

The second letter should be completed by someone who is not related to any of the team members and did not work on the project with the team, but rather a town official, principal, civic or religious leader, or any other adult who has knowledge of the team’s community conservation project and can speak specifically of the verifiable results of the team’s community conservation project.
Please include answers to the following questions. Attach additional pages if necessary.

· How long and in what capacity have you known the applicants?  

· How did you become aware of the applicants’ community conservation project?

· How have the environment and the community benefited from the applicants’ community conservation project?

Signature _________________________________________________________ 
      Date   _______ / _______ / _______      








                    month
       day
         year

Name _____________________________________________________________                 Gender                male              female


        first (given)


last (family)



Title _________________________________________    Organization ______________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________  State/Province ___________________________________________


Postal (Zip) Code _____________________________________    Country ____________________________________________

Telephone (if applicable) (           ) _______________________   E-mail (if applicable) __________________________________

2012 Teens for Planet Earth Community Project Awards 

Part IV – Rules, Terms, and Conditions
You must read the following Rules, Terms, and Conditions before submitting your application! 

The Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) invites Teens for Planet Earth (TPE) teams to submit applications for its 2012 Teens for Planet Earth Community Conservation Project Awards (the Community Project Awards). 
ELIGIBILITY:  The Community Project Awards are open to groups (Teams) of one or more individuals (each individual is a Team Member). All Team Members must be no less than 13 years of age and no more than 19 years of age as of January 1, 2012. Teams are eligible to submit applications regardless of the residence or citizenship of their Team Members, so long as the laws of their jurisdiction allow participation. A Team Member may be a member of only one Team submitting an application. Limit one application per Team. Applications not containing the required information, applications in excess of the stated limit, and applications not submitted in the required format or not meeting the application criteria will be disqualified. Any attempted form of application other than that described herein is void. Employees, trustees, and officers of WCS and the immediate family members and household members of each are not eligible to be Team Members of any Team submitting an application. Awards are subject to validation and verification of eligibility and compliance with these Rules, Terms, and Conditions. Failure to comply will result in disqualification and selection of an alternate award winner. If any Team Member is deemed ineligible, the entire Team is disqualified and the runner-up applicant will be declared the potential award winner.  

HOW TO ENTER: There are two ways to submit an application: 
MAIL 






OR

E-MAIL


All materials must be mailed together in one packet to: 


Send all materials in one message to:

Teens for Planet Earth






t4pe@wcs.org
Prospect Park Zoo Education Department

450 Flatbush Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11225
USA
Application must be postmarked on or before
Application must be received by e-mail on or before
October 15, 2012 






October 15, 2012

JUDGING:  Judging will be performed by a panel of judges from WCS, whose decisions are final in all matters relating to this Contest. 
DEADLINES: All applications must be postmarked no later than 11:59 p.m., applicant’s local time, on October, 15, 2012. Award Winners will be announced on or before November 30, 2012. WCS reserves the right to adjust any deadline(s) as the result of causes beyond its reasonable control.
AWARDS: Teams whose projects are deemed to be of exceptional quality will be awarded at three levels: Bronze, Silver, and Gold. Recipients of the Bronze Award receive a certificate of merit for their achievements. Recipients of the Silver Award receive a certificate of distinction for their achievements, as well as an entire Web page devoted to showcasing their team’s community conservation project; and US$300 to further enhance their project or education. (Please note that US$300 is awarded to the team, not to each individual). Recipients of the Gold Award receive a certificate of excellence for their achievements; an entire Web page devoted to showcasing their team’s community conservation project; and US$500 to further enhance their project or education. (Please note that US$500 is awarded to the team, not to each individual.) 
No transfer or substitution by recipients of any award will be permitted.  WCS at its sole discretion reserves the right to substitute prizes of equal or greater value  as determined by WCS. All taxes and any other costs not specifically stated within these Rules, Terms, and Conditions are the sole responsibility of the award winner.   

OWNERNERSHIP OF APPLICATION MATERIALS:  By applying, each applicant, and collectively, the Team, unconditionally assigns and transfers to WCS all rights, title, and interest in and to the application materials, including, without limitation, the copyright therein. WCS shall have the right, in its sole discretion, to duplicate or alter the application materials for any purpose that WCS deems necessary or desirable. In the event that it is subsequently determined that WCS does not own the application materials, each Contestant grants to WCS, its successors, licensees and assigns the irrevocable, fully paid-up, perpetual, and exclusive license to use the application materials in any manner at any time or place, and for any purpose which WCS deems necessary or desirable, and in any present or future media. Each applicant agrees that WCS may, without any limitation or further compensation, use his or her name, voice and/or likeness in any and all media for the purpose of advertising and promoting the Community Project Awards and WCS. Neither applicants nor award winners shall be entitled to receive any compensation or credit for use of application materials, other than that disclosed in these Rules, Terms, and Conditions.  
LEGAL CONDITIONS:  By submitting an application for this contest, applicants agree to the following legal conditions:
( Each applicant is responsible for ensuring that he or she has the right to apply and submit his or her materials in accordance with these Rules, Terms, and Conditions.

( Community Project Awards are governed by the laws of the State of New York, with venue and jurisdiction in New York, and all claims must be resolved in the courts of New York. 

( By submitting an application, each applicant agrees: (1) to release WCS from all liability, loss, or damage arising from their participation in the Community Project Awards and with respect to their acceptance and use/misuse of any prizes; (2) to be bound by these Rules, Terms, and Conditions; (3) that the decisions of the judges are final and binding on all matters relating to the 
Community Project Awards; and (4) where legal, to the use of their names, likenesses, and application materials for advertising and promotional purposes in all media worldwide (including online) without additional compensation, except in Tennessee and where otherwise prohibited by law. Winner is responsible for all federal, state, and local taxes. An application, except where prohibited by law, constitutes a grant of permission to WCS to use winners’ names on its Web site and in connection with a Winners’ List without further notice and without additional compensation.

( WCS is not responsible for any incorrect or inaccurate information, whether caused by Web site users or by any equipment or programming associated with or utilized in the Community Project Awards, or by any technical or human error that may occur in the processing of applications, including but not limited to any misprints or typographical errors. WCS assumes no responsibility for any error, omission, interruption, deletion, defect, delay, theft, or destruction of, or unauthorized access to, or alteration of, applications. 

( WCS reserves the right to modify, suspend, or terminate the Community Project Awards for any reason whatsoever, including but not limited to any reason that compromises the legitimacy of the Community Project Awards or otherwise affects WCS’s ability to fairly administer the Community Project Awards. 
LIST OF AWARD WINNERS: For a list of the award winners, available after November 30, 2012, send a stamped, self‑addressed envelope to: 

Teens for Planet Earth








Prospect Park Zoo Education Department

450 Flatbush Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11225
USA 
RULES REQUEST: For a printed copy of the official rules send a stamped, self‑addressed envelope postmarked no later than October 15, 2012, to: 

Teens for Planet Earth








Prospect Park Zoo Education Department

450 Flatbush Ave 

Brooklyn, NY 11225
USA
Vermont residents may omit return postage.
Please do not include this page in your application.



























































































