Top Ten Rhetorical Vocabulary Terms Every Student Can Know and Use

1. ethos (ethical appeal/appeal to credibility)—when the author tries to make him/herself sound more credible by showing how he/she is qualified to speak on this subject


2. pathos (pathetic appeal)—when the author tries to get the audience to feel emotions—laugh, cry, feel pity, sympathize, empathize


3. logos (logical appeal)—when the author tries to appeal to the audience with facts, statistics, and logical reasoning


4. tone—the author’s attitude toward the subject.  The author controls tone, and it is different from mood.


5. topic—the subject of the text


6. thesis/argument/assertion—the main idea of the text


7. audience—the intended group of people viewing the text


8. purpose—the goal of the writer.  Why did he/she write this text?


9. textual evidence—the content of  text that supports your ideas about it


10. speaker/author/rhetor—the person in charge of a text
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