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Northeast Center & Partners Receive 
$5mn Global Food Security Grant*
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community leaders from the 
twelve-state northeast region.  
It is an ambitious, large-scale 
undertaking that will shed new 
light on how the food system 
can better serve all Americans.

Project partners will explore 
the benefi ts of re-regionalizing 
the food system.  We suggest 
that with our region’s geogra-

phy and potential to 
develop regional sup-
ply chains, we can pro-
duce, distribute and 
meet a greater share of 
our population’s food 
needs in ways that im-
prove food access and 

availability for disadvantaged 
communities in particular. 

Our research will examine how 
regional food systems can make 
more effi  cient use of natural re-
sources, benefi t communities, 
and improve the economic and 
social welfare of farmers, dis-
tributors, retailers and consum-
ers.  Th e project takes a systems 
approach, connecting food pro-
duction, processing, and distri-
bution with a community’s to-
tal food environment.  We also 
will examine the public policy 

C O N F E R E N C E

Over 7 million Northeast citi-
zens are estimated to be food 
insecure.  Families in low-in-
come communities are dispro-
portionately aff ected by lack 
of access to healthy, aff ordable 
foods and face many barri-
ers to achieving food security.  
At the same time, farmers are 
struggling, farmland is disap-
pearing, and most of the food 
consumed comes from 
outside the region.  Th e 
Northeast Center along 
with a long list of part-
ners shown below re-
cently received a $5mn, 
5-year Global Food Se-
curity competitive grant from 
the National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture titled “En-
hancing Food Security in the 
Northeast with Regional Food 
Systems,” with the goal of bet-
ter understanding the forces 
leading to these outcomes.  
Th is new project will study 
whether greater reliance on re-
gionally produced foods could 
improve food access and af-
fordability for disadvantaged 
communities, while also bene-
fi ting farmers and others in the 
food supply chain.  Th e proj-
ect brings together researchers, 
educators, entrepreneurs, and 
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What Works II 
Conference
What Works! The Future 
of Entrepreneurship & 
Community Development 
What Works! will be held September 
18-20, 2011 at the Sheraton Society 
Hill, Philadelphia, PA. Th e confer-
ence will bring together practitioners, 
researchers, educators, and decision-
makers to address critical issues in 
promoting entrepreneurship in the 
U.S. northeast.  Th e workshops pro-
vide opportunities for:
• extension educators and other ser-

vice providers to learn about new 
strategies and programs that work 
in diff erent communities to stimu-
late job creation and business for-
mation,

• researchers to share science-based 
analyses that could be further de-
veloped into programs that will 
enhance economic development, 
and

• town managers and local plan-
ners to share their experiences 
given new budget constraints and 
to learn about new research and 
outreach projects related to entre-
preneurship and business develop-
ment.

You should attend this conference if 
you want to learn about state-of-the-
art research documenting the impact 
of local small business entrepreneur-
ship on regional economic growth 
and development.  Th e conference 
will help you make the case why en-
trepreneurship and small business 
development programs are critical in 
the current economic climate, and 

*Th is column draws substantively on material prepared by project partners, notably 
Kathy Ruhf of the Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Working Group.



F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R ,  C O N T I N U E D

landscape and make recommenda-
tions. 

Th is food environment consists of 
all the stores, markets, community 
and individual gardens, and other 
outlets that supply food to resi-
dents.  As part of this grant, we will 
study strategically selected stores 
and their neighborhoods in nine 
urban and rural locations across 
the Northeast.  Th ese nine partner 
communities will be full “partici-
pant researchers” throughout the 
fi ve-year project.  We will involve 
community members along with 
planners, entrepreneurs, agricul-
tural experts and students in learn-
ing opportunities on the ground 
and online. 

In addition, a hallmark of this 
project is that we will assess the 
overall capacity of the Northeast to 
satisfy more of its own food needs.  
Th is involves large-scale GIS analy-
ses across the nearly 300 counties 
in the Northeast of detailed pro-
duction capacity, including climate 
and soil suitability for diff erent 
crops as well as of food processing 
infrastructure, distribution chan-
nels, retail stores, and consump-
tion preferences.  We will also sur-
vey consumers and stores in nine 
target communities to better un-
derstand food buying patterns as 
well as barriers to accessing healthy 
foods.  Th en, we will map and de-
scribe the key food supply chains 
entering selected food markets at 
these sites from local, regional, na-
tional and global sources.

Th is project is unique and signifi -
cant in three ways.  First, we focus 
explicitly on the regional rather 
than national or local level. Th e 
region (which includes ‘local’) 
may be the optimal scale for assur-
ing adequate and aff ordable food 
supplies over time.  Second, we 
take a systems approach that links 
production, distribution and con-
sumption processes in a deliberate 
and logical way.  Th is approach 
will expand knowledge and under-
standing of these complex systems 

and support action on the ground 
in our partner communities. 
Th ird, this project develops, uses 
and integrates innovative re-
search methods. We will develop 
a model to study these complex 
systems, including future produc-
tion, distribution and consump-
tion scenarios. We will implement 
new procedures to gather missing 
data. Th e wide geographic reach 
(scale) of this project assures sci-
entifi c rigor, including replicabil-
ity. Th is project will help us pro-
pose and test promising avenues 
for improving food access in dis-
advantaged northeast communi-
ties and elsewhere.  For further 
details and regular updates about 
the project as it evolves, please visit 
www.nercrd.psu.edu/efsne Th e proj-
ect website is under construction.

Stephan J. Goetz

why they need to be supported.  Th e 
conference will provide you with tools 
for identifying potential new business 
opportunities in communities and it 
will help you learn about successful 
programs for developing and support-
ing new businesses and entrepreneurs.
Products to be presented include re-
search, case studies, best practice mod-
els, assessment tools, virtual presenta-
tion stations (to replace traditional 
posters).  A peer-reviewed proceedings 
of selected papers, programs and post-
ers will be published. We anticipate 
that this event will also provide a plat-
form for constructing a regional eco-
nomic development plan that capital-
izes on the strengths of educators and 
researchers while benefi ting from the 
input of community leaders.
Please submit your proposal online 
at https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
DR2C2YV by midnight on July 1, 
2011.
Additional information is available at: 
http://nercrd.psu.edu/Entrepreneurship/
WhatWorksIIWksp.html
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Northeast
Landscapes
Urban Growth in the 
Northeast Megaregion,
Regional Plan Association, March 
2011.
Over the next generation, the 13-state 
Northeast Megaregion is expected to 
grow by 26%, adding about 18 mil-
lion residents.  To assess the implica-
tions of this change for landscape con-
servation, Regional Plan Association 
and America 2050’s Northeast Land-
scape Initiatives Atlas  (www.rpa.org/
northeastlandscapes) now includes 
maps showing historic and current 
land use, and projections of future ur-
ban growth in the Northeast Megare-
gion through 2040.
Th e Northeast Landscape Con-
servation Initiatives Atlas is avail-
able at: http://www.rpa.org/
n o r t h e a s t l a n d s c a p e s / 2 0 1 1 / 0 1 /
northeast-landscapes-conservation-
inventory-goes-live.html

List of Project Partners
Project Director: Stephan J. 
Goetz, NERCRD and Penn State 
University
CO-PD/PIs: Alessandro Bonanno, 
Deno De Ciantis, and Clare 
Hinrichs, Th e Pennsylvania State 
University 
Kubi Ackerman, Michael Conard, 
and Richard Plunz, Columbia 
University 
Oliver Gao and Miguel I. Gómez, 
Cornell University 
Carol Giesecke, Delaware State 
University 
Kate Clancy and Anne Palmer, 
Johns Hopkins School of Public 
Health 
Kathryn Ruhf, Northeast 
Sustainable Agriculture Working 
Group (NESAWG) 
Timothy Griffi  n and Christian 
Peters, Tufts University 
Linda Berlin, University of 
Vermont
David Fleisher, USDA-ARS, 
Beltsville, MD;  Robert Larkin, 
USDA-ARS, Orono, ME;  
Patrick Canning, USDA-ERS, 
Washington, DC 
Kate Alie, West Virginia State 
University
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Rural People & Communities 
in the 21st Century, 
Resilience & Transformation,
David L. Brown & Kai A. Schaff t, 
2011, Polity Press, Cambridge, UK 
and Malden, MA.
Rural people 
and commu-
nities con-
tinue to play 
i m p o r t a n t 
social, eco-
nomic and 
environmen-
tal roles at a 
time in which 
societies are 
rapidly urbanizing, and the identi-
ties of local places are increasingly 
subsumed by fl ows of people, infor-
mation and economic activity across 
global spaces. However, while the 
organization of rural life has been 
fundamentally transformed by insti-
tutional and social changes that have 
occurred since the mid-twentieth 
century, rural people and communi-
ties have proved resilient in the face 
of these transformations. 
Th is book examines the causes and 
consequences of major social and 
economic changes aff ecting rural 
communities and populations dur-
ing the fi rst decades of the twenty-
fi rst century, and explores policies 
developed to ameliorate problems or 
enhance opportunities. 

P U B L I C A T I O N
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Rural America
Rural America in an Urban 
Society: Changing Spatial 
and Social Boundaries,
Daniel T. Lichter and David L. 
Brown, Annual Review of Sociology, 
37.
Th is review outlines several key as-
pects of the new rural-urban inter-
face and the growing interpenetra-
tion of American rural and urban 
life. Th e historical coincidence of 
spatial and social boundaries in 
America is changing rapidly. Th is 
review highlights (a) the enormous 
scale of rural-urban interdepen-
dence and boundary crossing, shift-
ing, and blurring – along many di-
mensions of community life – over 
the past several decades, and (b) the 
symmetrical rather than asymmetri-
cal infl uences between urban and 
rural areas, i.e., on bidirectional re-
lational aspects of spatial categories. 

Funding Update
As a result of funding reduc-
tions under the Continuing 
Resolution passed on April 15, 
2011 we regret that we can no 
longer retain our two Associate 
Director positions.  Mary Pea-
body and Heidi Mouillesseaux-
Kunzman have been important 
assets to the Center over the 
last 21 months, taking the lead 
on Extension initiatives such as 
web-based programs, the na-
tional Foundations of Practice 
Training, the What Works II 
conference on entrepreneur-
ship, a FEMA community-
strengthening grant as well as 
the Stronger Economies To-
gether (SET) project, among 
others.  Fortunately, Mary and 
Heidi have secured eXtension 
funding to lead the develop-
ment of an Enhancing Rural 
Capacity Community of Prac-
tice and both will play key roles 
in the expansion of SET-ii to 
New York and Vermont/New 
Hampshire.  As such they will 
continue to provide important 
support to the Northeast re-
gion.   Also, Mary Peabody has 
graciously agreed to continue to 
provide leadership to the plan-
ning of the upcoming What 
Works II conference (see page 
1).   We wish both of them the 
very best and look forward to 
future collaborations on proj-
ects in the region.
As a result of this funding 
change, we also will be shifting 
to an entirely electronic for-
mat of this Newsletter.  If you 
have received a paper copy and 
wish to continue your subscrip-
tion, please send an e-mail to 
nercrd@psu.edu with the sub-
ject line Subscribe to Newslet-
ter.  Th ank you.
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Transforming U.S. 
Agriculture
Science, Policy Forum, Volume 332, 
670-1, May 6, 2011.
Former Northcentral RRDC direc-
tor, Dr. Cornelia B. Flora, is co-
author of the article “Transforming 
U.S. Agriculture. Th e authors argue 
that achieving sustainable agricul-
tural systems will require transfor-
mative changes in markets, policies, 
and science, rather than just incre-
mental changes in farming practices 
and technology. 

Developing Viable 
Farmers Markets in 
Rural Communities: An 
Investigation of Vendor 
Performance Using Objective 
and Subjective Valuations,
T.M. Schmit and M.I. Gómez, 
Food Policy, 36, 119-127, 2011.
Farmers markets are drawing in-
creasing attention by consumers 
as a local source of fresh foods; by 
producers as an alternative market-
ing opportunity to improve farm 

sales; and by policy makers con-
cerned about the limited availabil-
ity of aff ordable, nutritious foods 
in low-income, sparsely-populated 
rural areas. Using unique data col-
lected from customers, vendors, and 
markets in a rural region of New 
York State, we develop an empirical 
model of subjective and objective 
measures of vendor performance to 
identify important factors for im-
proved market sustainability. 



Personnel Update
We are pleased to welcome Dr. Hamideh Etemadnia 
to the Northeast Center, as a new post-doc.  Dr. 
Etemadnia holds a Ph.D. in Civil Engineering from 
Southern Methodist University, and  will be working 
with us on our Economic Research Service (USDA-
ERS) cooperative research agreement entitled 
“Energy Use and Employment Impacts of a Healthier 
American Diet: A U.S. Multiregional Assessment.”
International Senior Visiting Scholar Professor 
Brady Deaton is returning to the University of 
Guelph after spending a sabbatical with us.

NERCRD Annual 
Report 2010
Th e 2010 Annual Report 
is available at 
http://nercrd.psu.edu/
Publications/Reports/
AnnualReport2010.pdf
Please contact the 
Northeast Regional 
Center for Rural 
Development if you 
would like a paper copy 
of the report.
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Th e Northeast Center is one of four regional rural development 
centers in the nation that focus specifi cally on rural challenges 
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Electronic Newsletter
Th e Network newsletter will be going electronic in 
September. If you wish to continue receiving the 
newsletter, please send an email to nercrd@psu.edu

A N N U A L  R E P O R T A N N O U N C E M E N T S
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See page 3 for important staffi  ng, operational and 
funding changes.


