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   One does not have to be in a foreign country long before he notice differences in custom. If one is in Caracas and it starts to rain, he notices that suddenly the streets are deserted. Everyone goes into a nearby coffee shop and has a chat during the shower a very sensible procedure. The rain will be over in fifteen minutes. Why go out and get wet? To a North American or an English man this seems like a queer procedure at first, but the longer he lives there the more sense it makes. Similarly, one learns not to walk through the Plaza Bolivar weighted down with parcels. It is considered disrespectful to the liberator.

    Of course it is much easier to pick up the superficial customs that to understand the deep seated attitudes and motives behind the customs. Yet such an understanding helps a student to interpret what he sees and keeps him from concluding that everyone in the foreign country is irrational or impolite. In certain aspects of collage life, students will find that understanding American attitudes will be of help them. For example, in college classes a higher value is placed upon efficiency and directness of expression than on certain forms of politeness that are observed in other countries. If a professor asks students whether they have understood an explanation he has given, he wants a straight forward yes or no. While he expects respect from his students, he does not except them to say yes for that reason when the answer is clearly no. Nor does he expect them to say yes for fear that they acknowledgement of lack of understanding would show that they are not smart. In fact, an American considers an answer given for one of these reason as somewhat dishonest, rather than polite. Another college situation in which American standards of honesty are of first importance is examinations. The student is expected to give his answer without consulting any other person or referring to any book, notebook, or other written material.    The professor wants to see how much of the material the student has mastered, to form an estimate of his ability. Loyalty to a friend in need, as expressed by helping him out of a difficult spot by supplying him with answers to the question is considered dishonest rather than admirable. American professors fell very angry and betrayed if a student cheats on a test they are giving. So strong feeling that one should do his own work in an examination that many colleges have serve penalties for cheating. 

    Differences in belief about honesty exist in the market place also. In an American store a fixed price is generally set for an article. The storekeeper will not sell for less than the state price. There is not the exciting adventure of bargaining that goes on in many other countries.  In an American store one has the choice of purchasing for the stated price or not buying the article. The American generally thinks it is dishonest for a seller to set a original price that he knows is too high. “If he was going to sell it for five dollars, why didn’t he say so in the first place?” says the American. However, there are some types of merchandise and try to buy it for less than the advertised price.

   In certain social situations absolute honesty is not practiced. If a fellow’s girl friend asks “How do you like my new hat?” and he thinks look terrible, absolute frankness would not be tactful. He will try to give an answer will not hurt the girl feelings, by saying something like ”Blue is my favorite color.”
 
