Opening Doors to Early Literacy Downunder (Australia)


Our summer downunder in Australia just happens to be their cool (not cold) winter.  And, I might add, when where you live in the U.S. is Texas, the climate difference is most welcomed. (I lived for 13 years in the Northwest.)
Yes, I was allowed to escape the Texas heat for three months (June through August) as a guest of the state governments --New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Victoria, and Tasmania—of Australia to speak on early literacy and developmentally appropriate practices in their libraries and day/child care facilities. 
During my travels I gave 76 workshops under the umbrella title “Opening Doors to Early Literacy,” namely, “Ready to Read,”  “Language Play for Infants,” “Wonderful Ones,” and “Making Story/Circle Times Memorable for 2s, 3s, and 4s” as well as 54 demonstration story/circle times for children’s librarians, day care providers, nurses, early childhood educators, and especially parents with their little ones.  Even their local ABC radio stations at various locations were interested in talking with me; I was interviewed three separate times.
Anyone who has ever looked at a map of Australia realizes to accomplish speaking before approximately 3,000 people over 3 months one must travel from one location to another by air.  During the three months I was on 17 flights hopping from one venue to another, many times getting up early in the morning, rushing to the airport, presenting all day, and then returning to the airport to arrive at the next location, ready for another busy day.

Was all this madness worth the effort? You bet it was!  The people wanted to know about early literacy; how to make it developmentally appropriate in their workplaces; what techniques work with parents and their little ones.  They are receptive and appreciative and wanting to make reading readiness a priority for infants, young toddlers, toddlers, and preschoolers.  So appreciative that I have been invited back for 2011 to stay for another 3 months traveling across areas that I didn’t reach this past summer and perhaps again (waiting for confirmation) in 2012 to give an all-day workshop on “Opening Doors to Early Literacy” and speak at their “National Year of Reading” international conference.

For those of you who are thinking of traveling to Australia just for a vacation or professionally: do!  It is a truly remarkable country that we in the U.S. know very little about or pay very much attention to.  They have so much to offer us, especially when it comes to their initiatives for promoting early literacy.

Below are a few photographs from one of the sessions I conducted at Coffers Harbor in New South Wales:
















NOTE: Dr. Thomas was the youth services librarian with Friday Harbor Pulbic Library several years ago and has ongoing interest in promoting early literacy skills to parents and profesisionals around the world.
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