
Haiti JOC

Additional Information

· Climate

The temperature in Port au Prince in March will be an average high of 30 and a low of 25 degrees Celsius. 

· Hotel Accommodation
We will be staying at 

Hotel de la Place 

Rue L’Eglise # 3, Jacmel (Sud-Est) 

509.3706-3913:

All rooms will be shared.  There may be extra rooms available in which case you can request and pay the additional cost for a single room.  Married couples will be assigned together!  We recommend bringing earplugs if you are a light sleeper. 

If you plan on reading after dark, you need to bring a personal reading light.

· Electric Current
Haiti’s electrical power is distributed at 110 volts cycling at 60 Hz.  Check over your electrical devices that you’re planning to bring.  Many of them can handle both 120/60 and 220/50 and do not need voltage converters.  Hair dryers are usually not adaptable and require a converter that can provide sufficient wattage.  You might want to take the hairdryer to the local electrical gadget store and ask them to match up a properly sized converter.

Note that there are “adaptors” and “converters”.  Adaptors are passive devices that allow your perfectly normal plug to fit into the strange local outlets.  Converters are active devices that transform voltage levels and prevent smoke and acrid aromas coming from your no-longer-functional equipment.

A short extension cord that provides 3 outlets can be very handy for charging several items at the same time, ie.  Camera battery, PDA, laptop.  
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This flat two-prong plug is the most commonly found outlet in Haiti http://www.kropla.com/electric2.htm
Requests for money, gifts or personal information

It is not unusual in most 3rd World countries, or the poor areas of other nations, for the locals to request donations of money and gifts from ministry team members.  They will also often want to have your personal telephone and email contact information so that they can continue to request donations.  As a team member, how you handle these requests affects the whole team and other teams that may be coming in the future, so we ask you to adhere to the following policies:

Impact Nations is a ministry, not a foundation.  What we have to give is spiritual impartation, training, primary local medical assistance during a Journey, power evangelism, healing and love.  We seek transformation through Kingdom principles.  We therefore ask our team members to refrain from giving out money or personal contact information.  We sometimes will give the team the opportunity to give a love offering to the local church, which will be administered by the local church leaders.  We also sometimes do likewise for our translators and others who have served the team faithfully (drivers for example).

When requested for personal contact information, you can provide them with our Impact Nations website (www.impactnations.com) and our email address (info@impactnations.com).  We will forward any inquiries to you that come through us if you wish.

If a Team Member feels that the Lord has put it on their heart to give a donation to an individual or for a specific local cause, we ask that they discuss this with the Impact team leadership who will consult with the local leadership.

It is important to understand that this tendency to ask for support is culturally normal, and should not be viewed by us as wrong or bad behavior on their part.  But in the long term, we can easily be hindering God’s work through monetary gifts rather than helping it.  

· Security
Some tips for cash & valuables: try not to appear wealthy, only carry what is necessary, remove all excess materials, and carry your money on the front side of your body.    It is highly recommended that you have a money belt or document pouch, which is worn around your neck or under your clothing to store your money and important papers.  These are readily available at travel stores and wilderness outfitters.  Bring a lock so that you can lock your suitcase while you are out of your room.

· Communication
With us during the trip:

You will receive a name badge on the first day of the mission along with an emergency contact phone number and address that fits in your badge holder.  One or two of the team will be carrying a cell phone and will be available for emergency assistance.  

With home:

Because this is a ministry trip rather than a vacation, we encourage you to let go of home issues and focus on ministry.   In any case, you should not make promises with friends and family that you will be in touch frequently by phone or by email as this is not likely possible.  

If you have a cell phone you hope to use during the trip, or a calling card from your telephone service provider, please call your service provider before the trip to learn whether these are operational in Nicaragua and what special instructions you might need.  

Wireless Internet is usually available in the hotel.  

Your family and friends contacting you:
Shortly after we arrive we will have a cell number that your family can use for emergencies.   

· Language
French is the official language but Haitian Creole is most widely spoken.  We will be using local translators.

· Health
See Critical list for recommended vaccinations.

· Useful websites for more Information on Haiti
http://www.voyage.gc.ca/countries_pays/report_rapport-eng.asp?id=117000
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haiti
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/country_profiles/1202772.stm

