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           Week #3 of Pete’s fete!              

                                                              July 15, 2011         

The Rotary Club of Columbia/Patuxent
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Fridays, 7:30 a.m.  Vantage House, 5400 Vantage Pt. Rd.

       2011-2012 Rotary Logo and theme:

       “Reach Within to Embrace Humanity”

Kalyan Banerjee, Rotary International President (India)
Claude Morissette, District 7620 Governor (Potomac Club)
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President Pete Kunz bestows on Immediate Past President Dawn Audia 

a “Goobernatorial” Proclamation from Rotary International and District 7620 

(that is the correct spelling, right?)

Guests: Mark Milner (Blaine’s son) and wife Charlene visiting from San Diego; Sam Krupsaw’s sister, Mary, visiting from Eugene, OR 
Visiting Rotarians: none….amazingly!
Make-ups: Lon and Cliff at Gaithersburg Rotary on behalf of the Gondar Water Project;  a dozen motley crew at President Pete’s first monthly Board Meeting on behalf of the rest of the motley crew!
Vocational Moment:  
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Foundation Moment:  AJ will run a Rotary Foundation tutorial in the Vantage House computer room for those interested in learning how to sign on their account at RF.  President Pete bestowed Paul Harris Fellow awards on Laurie Reuben (#1), Blaine (#2) and ChasMo (#2).  Hearty applause and congrats to all three.  Can we top last year’s record # ???

Membership Moment:  next week
Announcements:  Lon will be hosting a Water Project committee meeting at the Wilde Lake Interfaith Center on Monday evening.  AJ announced the Columbia evening club’s 44th annual Golf Outing named after his late father, William Jefferson, who chartered the first Rotary club in Columbia and the first bank, too!  Doug reminded all that his Dessert Storm party is Saturday night 7 p.m. at his Tiki Bar and Pool.  Bring a sweet and your schweetie.
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Program:  Becca Watts, Pete’s neighbor, Howard High grad, Elon University student in International Studies, is Rotary’s Ambassadorial Scholar to Mexico.  Rotary awards some 500 full year scholarships to graduate students around the world to advance their studies in a foreign country.  Becca, who is fluent in Spanish and majored in Latin American studies, was chosen for the 2010-2011 school year in Mexico City’s main university, which has 316,000 students!  No kidding! She said the most common question Americans asked her was about her safety in Mexico City.  She said the city is the second largest in the world and like all cities has good and bad sections.  So her answer was always:  “Yes, I feel safe.”  Which prompted Sgt. Dave from the Back Table to ask:  “How ‘bout now?”  Sponsored by D4170 Becca was quite active during her year, singing with the National Choir, attended their District Conference, 15 club visits as guest speaker, partnered with the only all female club in Mexico!  She was also involved with the local Rotaract Club.  She participated in their bicentennial celebration of independence in September.  Mexico is a very Catholic country.  3rd largest Basilica in the world is in Mexico City.  Huge soccer fanatics.  Incredible natural beauty.  Very friendly people, although they harbor some negative attitudes towards the US, which she described as a huge love/hate relationship.  Very informal economy – mostly small businesses in open air markets.  Connections made thru word of mouth and personal contact are vital.  Very pronounced socio-economic diversity – the rich are filthy rich and make sure everyone knows.  Many street people and beggars.  No middle class!  No margaritas either!  (Pete was shocked!)  And no hard taco shells, only soft corn tortillas, not wheat.  Everyone drinks only bottled water, not just the visitors!  She goes back in September for another year of graduate studies, also on a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarship.  You can reach her at BeccaWatts@gmail.com. She’s got a blog about her experiences:  http://beccainthedf.blogspot.com  Becca presented President Pete with a US/Mexico Rotary pin, and promised to bring us a Rotary banner from her host club.   

Happy Dollars: Roy relished the sound of Becca referring to our club president as Mister Pete!  “Senor Pedro!” someone shouted.  Doug was glad to have friends coming over Sat and Sun.  JimLee paid $1.00 to Sgt. Dave to remind him that he owes him $10 change from the 50-50 ticket.  Katie’s 8 year old is now…8 years old and Harry Pottering this weekend.  She’s back to Missou for two weeks.  Dave L met Becca when she was 8 years old!  Sandy’s excited about her new job at HCGH and to be back working in HoCo.  Dawn had a Bi-Polar Dollar – happy and sad at the same time that Sammie is back from 3 weeks away at camp!  Sam K for sister Mary.  San $5 for Gran San hosting all 3 grandkids for the weekend.  Back Table comment:  “Kleenex futures are thru the roof!”  Blaine happy for his guests.  DocWalt had a Half-Hearted Confession Dollar:  “I think I was late.”  Caroline is happy to be going away for 2 weeks.  Karen for the incredible Ms. Becca.  Cliff for Fridays.  Laurie, Helena, Nancy, Dushyant, Sherri for the program.  

Fines:   Sgt. Bittner fined President Pete for handing out awards and proclamations like he was the Wizard of Oz!  Roy for referring to Saturday mornings as the “Day of the Dead.”  DocWalt for not being a $2 doctor when it comes to son Scottie’s teeth.  
Group Fine:  If you’ve never been to Mexico, cough up a buck.  And Cancun does not 

count!
50/50 Raffle:  #831 to Mark Milner who got to keep half the pot!
Upcoming Programs:
 

July 22

Howard County Family YMCA
July 29

District Governor’s Official Visit – Claude Morissette
Upcoming Events:

July 23

Tiki Twilight Operation Dessert Storm at Doug’s hacienda 
August 14
Club crab feast and pool party at Pete’s Place – see Pete!  
September 12
Columbia Rotary’s 44th Golf Outing at Turf Valley – see AJ
October ??
World Series Raffle – last game determines the winner – no bad




numbers!  Let’s sell all 100 squares this yr.  – see Alan                                     
November 3
Club Fundraiser – 6-9 p.m. Ten Oaks Ballroom – See Mary
Greeter/Gracer/Foundationeer     Vocationator   
Membership

July 22

Dawn Audia

        Dave Crumbley
July 29

Dave Bittner

        Mary Cain

Darrell N.
August 5



        Karen Dixon
July Birthdays:


July Rotary Anniversaries:  

Cliff Feldwick

July 6

Phil Galbraith

  1 year
Tom Sabia 

July 10

Sam Krupsaw

  3 years

Katie Essing

July 11

Mary Cain

  3 years

Dave Lerer

July 22

Walt Mazzella

10 years

Mary Cain

July 22

Pam Young 

12 years

Dave Bittner

July 28

Blaine Milner

14 years
Howard County Rotary Clubs …. make a make-up today!
· Clarksville, new: Claret Hall, Tuesdays 7:45 a.m.

· Columbia, Eggspectations, Tuesdays @ 6:30 p.m.

· Columbia Town Center , Sheraton Inn, Wednesdays @ 12:15 p.m.  

· Elkridge, Furnace Inn, Wednesdays @ 6:30 p.m. 

· Ellicott City Sunrise, Tersiguel’s, Thursdays @ 7:15 a.m. 

· Ellicott City, Tersiguel’s Thursdays @ noon 

Next Meeting: July 22, 2011 
