
The Case for Reef Fish 

Recovery in Hawaii 

A Review of the Aquarium Trade

ñWhen we try

to pick out

anything by itself, 

we find it

hitched to

everything elseéò

- John Muir

SaveHawaiianReefs.org March 2009
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Ȱ4ÈÅlegislature acknowledges that fish

left on the reef benefit the reef, as well as

(Á×ÁÉÉȭÓeconomy.ȱ
-Comments by the Hawai`i State Senate

on the passing of SB 3225, March 2008,

a bill attempting to put limits on reef fish 

extraction by the aquarium trade.
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Healthy coral reefs are imperative

to the socio-economic well-being

of Hawaiiôs residents

·Economic

·Educational

·Social

HCRI, NOAA  ïEconomic Value of Hawaiiôs NearshoreReef

Some Benefits:

·Recreational

·Cultural & Spiritual

·Physical (protect 
coastal areas ɀfood) 

·Biological & 
Ecological

·For Future 
Generations 



Healthy coral reefs are imperative

to the socio-economic well-being

of Hawaiiôs residents

Many aquarium trade practices

threaten reef health & diminish its beauty

· Removes Hawaiiôs most beautiful reef species

· Removes algae eating fish

· Removes species providing essential ecosystem 

services

· Reduces overall marine life abundance

· Damages and breaks coral
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One study showed Hawaii aquarium collectors caused

significant reef fish population declines

ranging from 38% - 75% in targeted species 

(in a comparison between fished & non-fished areas)

-Brian Tissotand Leon Hallacher, Effects of Aquarium Collectors on Coral Reef Fishes in Kona, Hawaii, Feb. 2003  

Where Have All The Fish Gone?

To the 
ÍÁÉÎÌÁÎÄȣ
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39%

58%

54%

38%

75%

56%

47%

47%

Brian Tissotand Leon Hallacher, Effects of Aquarium Collectors on Coral Reef Fishes in Kona, Hawaii, Feb. 2003


