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Jason at Daytona Speedway during Grand National 

 

Director's Message 
Hello All, 
I hope you are all staying cool from the blistering summer heat we are experiencing here in the east!  I 
wanted to get the next newsletter out while the 2012 Grand National is still fresh in my mind.  Speaking 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ όLΩƭƭ ŀōōǊŜǾƛŀǘŜ ŀǎ Db Ǝoing forward), it will be the focus for this newsletter as I 
have quite a bit to share.  I also wanted to provide an update of the chapter, maybe talk a bit about my 
recent engine rebuild project and cover a few other items, but will cover those in future newsletters. 
Our Chapter continues to grow with 178 current members and have to say we had a good presence at 
the 2012 GN in St Augustine with 17 members on hand.  With chapters we are tied to the website, 
emails and snail mail to connect with other members since we are spread out geographically and the 
GN is really the main event where we can come together.  This is a topic I wanted to cover quickly 
before I jump ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ άƳŜŀǘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DbΦ    
 
The big advantage of a region is in the personal interaction at local club meet-ups and being able to 
show off and admire your cars as a group.  The disadvantage of regions is that you are indeed tied to 
that specific region.  I realized this at the GN since I was open to solicit new members for our 63/64 
Chapter regardless of the state or country someone lives in.   With chapters you can join with others 
that share your interest in specific years or body styles regardless of where you live.  I have also 
observed that regions connect primarily through periodic meet-ups while chapters such as ours use 
online websites and social networks, along with email and regular mail to connect.  This online 
connectivity allows instant information sharing which in some respects keeps us closer than regions.   
 
The point is that I support & encourage all CLC members to join your local region and to look for 
chapters that cover your specific year or body style.  It truly is the Best of Both Worlds.   
 
With that said, I will leave you with my 2012 Grand National Report.  
Jason Edge 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Introduction Ą how to present the Grand National? 
This being my first Grand National I knew I wanted to include it ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƪƴƻǿ 
how to present it.  I could write a formal description of each event, and throw out pages of pictures but 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƛŦ L άǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǳǇέ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŦǊŜŜ ƘŀƴŘ ǎǘȅƭŜΦ   ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ L ŎŀƳŜ ōŀck with 
and things I want to share and will try to weave my GN story with pictures and text and try to not get too long 
winded.    LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ L ǿƛƭƭ ǊŀƳōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƧǳƳǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀ ōƛǘ ōǳǘ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ŀ ƎƭƛƳǇǎŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
attending my first Grand National in St Augustine.  I will also preface this to say that the biggest thrill I took 
away from the event was meeting our chapter members and if I do forget to mention, it is definitely not 
intentional.   I will also add that I took at least 1300 pictures and so far have loaded over 8 hrs and 50 Gb of HD 
video to my pc and at this point most of the pictures have been posted, and some of the video is starting to 
make its way to YouTube but it will take some time to go through everything. 
 

Getting ready for my First Grand National  
My 64 Coupe DeVille had been leaking oil pretty bad and with 160K miles I knew it was time for a rebuild.  I 
started a couple months ago pulling and rebuilding the engine myself with the intention to have it ready for 
the GN.  Of course having the engine out I wanted to clean and 
paint everything so it would look like new and in the end ran out 
of time.  The engine was installed about 2 weeks before the GN, 
but the hood was in the shop, splash aprons needed to be 
installed on the fenders, and more importantly no AC installed. 
Not to mention by the time of the GN the engine had just over 
100 miles on it so a 500 mile, 8 hr drive in an engine not broken 
in was out of the question.   
 
I can say I definitely gave it my all even taking off a few days from 
work and putting in some back to back 12 hrs days. In the end I 
am very glad I went to the GN without the 64 CDV.  It allowed me 
to really take in the event, do the local tours, and not worry 
about competing for an award.  It also allowed me to pull for fellow chapter members Thomas Haidinger and 
Frank & Martina .ǳǘƭŜǊΦ  L ǘƘƛƴƪ L ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō άŀƭƳƻǎǘέ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ ǿƛƴ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ŎŀǊΦ 

Cheryl and Jason at the Renaissance Hotel Bar 
enjoying a cold one after drive from North Carolina 

My First Grand National 
by Jason Edge 

 

wŜōǳƛƭǘ пнф ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƛƴ WŀǎƻƴΩǎ сп /5±  
just before the Grand National 



 

 
 

CLC Members 
Checking in! 
¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άƪƛŘ ƛƴ ŀ 
ŎŀƴŘȅ ǎǘƻǊŜέ ŎƻƳŜǎ 
to mind when I think 
of the experience 
watching all the cool 
Caddies coming in 
the first days of the 
event.  In this picture 
we have Frank Butler 
just arriving with his 
& aŀǊǘƛƴŀΩǎ сп 
Eldorado. 
 
 
 

What a Fantastic Host Hotel! 
The luxurious Renaissance Resort at Golf World in St 
Augustine was the perfect place to host a Grand 
National.   It is part of a Golf Complex on the ground 
including a Golf Hall of Fame, restaurants, shops, and 

even an IMAX Theater.  It is literally right off 
Interstate 95 and getting to and from the historic St 
Augustine downtown area was a snap. όLΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ 
traveling up and around Boston next year will not be 
so easy!).    



Wednesday, June 13 - Grand National Officially Begins with 3 Seminars 
With this being my first GN I wanted to take in as much as I could and went to all 3 seminars.  Just to back up a 
bit I am also a member of the CLC IT Committee and had volunteered to video GN events so I ended up with 
HD video of all three of these and will definitely be going back to these in the future.   
 
All three seminars were very informative, and Bill, Craig and Greg were very prepared and it was a good 
learning experience for me.  I think I could have listened to Bill in particular talk all day long.   I do have one 
negative about the seminars in that L ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ άŎƘŜŎƪ 
ƛƴέ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ mostΣ ōǳǘ L ƴƻǘƛŎŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ Ƨǳǎǘ άƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘέ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ  
These guys take the time to prepare and present these seminars on their own time and all we have to do is go 
in and sit down and take it all in.   I definitely encourage all CLC Members to at least attend a couple of these 
and show your support and potentially learn some good information about your car along the way. 

 
Bill Anderson covered Authenticity Manuals.  This 
was a very interesting seminar for me given the fact 
L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƛƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎέ соκсп 
Cadillac Authenticity Manual, and there was some 
fun lively discussion about judging, originality and 
other topics.  I would later have the pleasure of 
driving Bill to the Daytona Speedway Tour event and 
having some more one-on-one discussion about 
Cadillacs with someone I respect and look up to as a 
mentor. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DǊŜƎ {ǳǊŦŀǎΩ seminar covered the Basics of 
Cadillac Air Conditioning Systems.  Having the first 
year Cadillac with Automatic Comfort Control, I 
was also very interested in this overview.  Greg 
covered a lot of ground and thankfully he provided 
a handout and of course I have it all on video. 
 
 
 
 

 

Craig Wood gave an 

enthusiastic 

presentation on 

Speedometers, 

Clocks, and Gauges. 

He is someone that 

knows his stuff and 

made this a fun 

presentation.    

 
I even applied one thing 
Craig taught about using 
mile markers to determine 
the % your speedometer is 
off!  My Escalade is off 
2.6% due to the bigger 
tires I am now 
ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΧǘƘŀƴƪǎ /ǊŀƛƎΗ 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

Wednesday, June 13 ς CLC Welcome Reception and Auction 
The reception and auction in support of the CLC Museum and Research Center was when the fun really 
started.  ²ƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ ά/ŀŘƛƭƭŀŎ aŀƴƛŀŎǎέ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ŎƻŎktails flowing, we truly had a festive and 
fun evening.  To be honest I had this preconceived notion that this might be a formal stodgy affair but have to 
say it was really a blast.   Everyone was there to have fun and show support for their regions, chapters and our 
great Cadillac Club.   The reception was a time to unwind and meet-up with old friends and make new ones.  It 
was indeed ŀ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ά/ŀŘƛƭƭŀŎ CŀƳƛƭȅέ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Having come to my first Grand National as director of the 63/64 Cadillac Chapter it was my first opportunity to 
meet some of our chapter members that I had come to know online and via email.  As an officer in the Eastern 
NC CLC Region it was an opportunity to mingle with friends and share conversation and laughs.   
 
In support of the fund raising effort to build the new CLC Museum & Research Center at the Gilmore Museum 

in Michigan, an auction was held.  
Richard Dormois conducted the 
auction which included a variety of 
items, with the highlight being a 
1996 DeVille Concours donated by 
Rob Robison and Ronnie Hux.  To 
add to the atmosphere, Cadillac 
provided two new 2013 Cadillacs - 
an ATS4 and XTS for display.  

Eastern NC CLC Region Members, Jason Edge, President Grady 
Davis, Cheryl Edge, VP Bobby Web, Jo Webb, and Craig Ashby 

63/64 Chapter Members Same Jackson, Cheryl Edge, Karen 
Jackson, Elaine Meloan, Doug Meloan, Lanch Hirsch 

2013 XTS on Display at Reception 2013 ATS4 on Display at Reception 


