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Lexington Lansing Floor Plan 
 

Cover and interior images from Microsoft Cli p Art , Micro soft Office, 2007,  

images , and http://englishcompanion.ning.com/  . 
 

Additional artwork  is from  Sue Ortliebõs talented kindergarten writers,  
Lincoln Elementary, Petoskey Public Schools . 

 
The Ne w Teacher Dollar Store is located in the lobby near the Ballrooms.  Pre -service  

and new teachers, including those with five years of teaching experience or le ss,  
are welcome to purchase all  items for $1.00.  

 
Our Exhibitors Area, located in the Royale Lob by, is open all day.  

 

Continental breakfast is located in the Opening Session area, Ballrooms A -F.  

   

http://englishcompanion.ning.com/
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Greetings from the President 
 
On behalf of the Executive Committee of the Michigan Council of Teachers of English, I am pleased to 
welcome you to our fall conference, Autumn Assembly 2009.  This yearôs conference theme, ñMany Voices, 
Many Literacies: Texts, Tools, and Topics to Engage Every Learnerò was inspired from several places.  It 
was part of a recent conference theme at the National Council of Teachers of English, our parent 
organization. The challenge and necessity for teachers to engage every learner as we strive to master new 
technologies resonated deeply with me as a teacher.  As a writer, I wanted to honor what Donald M. Murray 
taught us in Crafting a Life in Essay, Story, Poem: ñThe effective writer tunes the individual voice to the 
purpose and meaning of the text as well as to the reader.ò Learning how to support our student writers in 
finding their voice, owning their power, and sharing their story has been one of my life-long goals as a 
teacher.  Many teachers often share with me how our constantly changing access to new technologies has 
complicated our K-16 teaching worlds in innumerable ways. 
 
To help us explore and unpack the critical and challenging notion of engaging students with multiple 
tools and topics we are joined today by many stellar, K-16 teachers.  We are so grateful to our 
colleagues from across the state who were generous to donate their time, talent, and energies to help 
us deepen our understanding of teaching and learning in this new technological century. 
 
In addition to our thirty, K-16, small group, sessions from Michigan teachers, we also welcome three 
nationally acclaimed, award-winning authors to inspire our conversations on teaching and learning: 
Jacqueline Woodson, George Ella Lyon, and Constance Weaver.  Woodson and Lyon both compose for 
multiple audiences and motivate writers and readers of all ages to find their voice and tell their story.  Ms. 
Woodson will present our morning keynote and Ms. Lyon will be our luncheon speaker. Their books will be 
available with Cornucopia for purchase in the Exhibitorôs Area of the Royale Lobby. Also, each speaker 
will participate in an informal, small group conversation session following their larger presentation. 
 
Our third special guest is Constance Weaver.  For many years, Constance Weaver was a professor at 
Western Michigan University and she is now the Heckert Professor of Reading and Writing at Miami 
University in Oxford, Ohio.  Her classic text Reading Process has just been updated with an introduction 
discussing DIBELS and what led up to it, in a brief version of the third edition. Her most recent books on 
teaching grammar in the writing process, The Grammar Plan Book: A Guide to Smart Teaching (2007) 
and, with Jonathan Bush, Grammar to Enrich and Enhance Writing (2008), address ways of teaching 
grammar for writing that honor "best practice" in the teaching of writing, while still helping prepare students 
for standardized tests.  In addition to presenting a session on grammar instruction for our high school 
colleagues, Professor Weaver is participating in a panel discussion on DIBELS with several elementary 
teachers.   
 
Finally, this year we once again offer our New Teacher Dollar Store and an Exhibition Area, with 
author book-signing sessions, and door prize drawings.  
 
Thank you all for joining us today.  Your participation in support for MCTE is greatly appreciated. 
 

Toby Kahn - Loftus  
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MCTE Executive Committee 
 

Toby Kahn-Loftus, President-----------------------------------------   tobykahnloftus@gmail.com 
 
Kia Richmond, President-Elect--------------------------------------    krichmond@nmu.edu 
 
Jennifer Swisher, Vice-President------------------------------------   jenswish@remc11.k12.mi.us 
 
Mary Anna Kruch, Past-President------------------------------------ mask96329@gmail.com 
 
Ray Lawson, Secretary-Treasurer------------------------------------ rlawson48309@yahoo.com 
 
Samantha Caughlan, College Co-Chair----------------------------- caughlan@msu.edu 
 
Kim Knuckles, College Co-Chair-------------------------------------- Kimmenuckles@baker.com 
 
Stasha Simon, Secondary Chair -------------------------------------- stashasimon@gmail.com 
 
Daniel Polley, Middle School Chair----------------------------------- dpolleys@chartermi.nets 
 
Taryn Sabo, Elementary Chair ------------------------------------------taryn1014@yahoo.com 
           
Julie Mix-Thibault, Urban/Diversity Chair---------------------------- j.mix@wayne.edu 
 
W. Douglas Baker, LAJM Co-Editor------------------------------------ douglas.baker@emich.edu 
 
Rita Maddox, eMET  Co-Editor  ----------------------------------------- wjmaddox1@comcast.net 
 
Geneva Scully, eMET Co-Editor----------------------------------------- gscully26@gmail.com 
 
Mary C. Cox, Region I Coordinator--------------------------------------cissycox@aol.com 
 
Deonna Montei, Region 2 Coordinator---------------------------------dmontei@litconsulting.com  
 
Heather Lewis, Region 3 Coordinator-----------------------------------Lewie73@yahoo.com 

 

Davena Jackson, Region 4 Coordinator--------------------------------dymeadows@ameritech.net 

 

Jodi Carlson, Region 5 Coordinator--------------------------------------jlc_1212@yahoo.com 
 
Michelle House, Region 6 Coordinator----------------------------------mmarceau_house@yahoo.com 
 
Jeanne Chatel Tate, Region 7 Coordinator-----------------------------Jeanne_chatel@hotmail.com 
 
Sara Matthews-Kaye, Region 8 Coordinator---------------------------Saramk113@gmail.com 
 
Loftus, Simon, Polleys, Region 10 Co-Coordinators 
 
Rita Maddox, Region 9 Coordinator---------------------------------------wjmaddox1@comcast.net 
 
Kia-Jane Richmond, Region 11 Coordinator----------------------------krichmond@nmu.edu 
 
David R. Hammontree, Membership Chair-------------------------------drhammont@gmail.com 
 
Kathy Morcom, Student Affiliate-------------------------------------------- morcomka@msu.edu 
 
Lynnette VanDyke, MDE Liasion-------------------------------------------- vandykel@michigan.gov 
 
Rob Rozema, Webmaster-------------------------------------------------------rozemar@gvsu.edu 
 

Many 
thanks to 
our MCTE 
Executive 
Committee  
for sharing 
in all of the 
conference 

planning 
and 

preparation. 
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Toby Kahn-Loftus, President  
Michigan Council of Teachers of English   
 
Dear Michigan Council of Teachers of English: 
 
I send greetings from the National Council of Teachers of English to you and all of those 
joining you at your conference on October 30, 2009! 
 
The commitment to teaching and learning you demonstrate by offering this professional 
development opportunity is noteworthy. Ongoing professional development for teachers is key 
to our mutual goal of improving the teaching and learning of the English language arts at all 
grade levels. Such opportunities as this conference provide ways for teachers to continue their 
own learning in order to better support the learning of their students. Research shows that all 
students can achieve at high levels when they are taught by teachers who are continuing 
learners, when they attend schools that are safe and supportive, and when the adults in their 
lives ï especially their teachers ï care and believe in them. 
 
As the only nationwide professional organization of English and language arts teachers, NCTE 
works to make the teaching of English and language arts more rewarding and more effective 
for all by publishing books, journals, and position statements; providing professional meetings; 
and providing special assistance to individuals and schools in responding to legislative and 
censorship challenges.  I invite your membership in this important organization. 
 
NCTE celebrates the efforts of the Michigan Council of Teachers of English in making this 
conference possible and each participant's contribution to the development of this profession. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Millie Davis 
NCTE Division Director, Communications & Affiliate Services 
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  Conference Planner 
 
 

  Opening Session:  8:30 ï 10:00 AM in Ballrooms A-F 
 
  Session One:  10:10 ï 11:00 AM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Session Two:  11:10 ï 12:00 AM        (Ms. Woodson and Ms. Lyon will be signing books.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Luncheon: 12:10 ï 1:30 PM in Ballrooms A-F 
 
 

  Session Three:  1:40 - 2:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Professional Meetings Scheduled: 2:40-3:30 p.m.    (Ms. Lyon will be signing books.) 
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Opening Session: 8:30-10:00 AM    Ballrooms A,B,C,D,E,F 

 
 8:40 a.m.   Welcome and Some Special Celebratory Notes 
    Toby Kahn-Loftus, MCTE President 
 
 8:50 a.m.  Introduction of Jacqueline Woodson  
    Daniel Polleys, MCTE Middle School Chair 
 
 9:00- 10:00 a.m.  Keynote Address 
                Jacqueline Woodson 
 
 
 

Session One: 10:10-11:00 AM 
 
 #1      Inspiring Writerôs Craft  Through Picture Books 
 
  Suzanne Nayback, Jennifer Greer, Central Elementary School 
  
 Using mentor texts/picture books we will demonstrate how we inspire students to read like a writer and model their 
 writing after the authorôs style or craft.  Ready to use lessons and ideas will be shared for each book presented.  We 
 will also show how art and digital storytelling can be incorporated into some of the lessons. 

          
                                              Packard             Pre-K / ELEM  
 

 
 #2    Engaging Unengaged MalesðWhat Works? 
  
 Linda Denstaedt, Oakland Writing Project, Co-Director 
 
 High school reform focuses on rigor, relevance and relationships. How educators define these terms impacts every 
 learnerðespecially students who see themselves as unsuccessful and disengage in classrooms. Picture one 
 disengaged studentðmost likely a male, struggling with reading and writing and making choices that impact his 
 educational success. What can you do? How does your definition of rigor, relevance and relationships impact this 
 male? What tools will engage this student and change his chances for success? The presenters will discuss three 
 strategies to engage unsuccessful learners. Participants will engage in a conversation based on student profiles and 
 classroom research. (With permission of participants, this session will be recorded.) 

                                                                                                                                       Aurora         MS /HS / C / U 
 
 

           
            #3    Rising Like a Phoenix:  Fulfilling the Quest in Sherman Alexie's Film Smoke Signals 
 
          Marsha Millikin, Saginaw Valley State University 
 

 Thomas C. Foster states that a quest has five characteristics: a person on a quest, a place to go, a theoretical 
 reason to go, trials and tribulations while going, and a ñrealò reason to go.  The purpose of a quest is ñalways self-
 discovery,ò exemplified in Sherman Alexieôs film Smoke Signals.  Victor is charged with traveling to Phoenix, 
 Arizona, to pick up his estranged fatherôs ashes and personal effects.   By journeyôs end, Victor comes to terms with 
 why his father deserted the family. This presentation will include film clips and suggest ways for students to become 
 better readers, writers, and critical thinkers by analyzing the film and the short stories that inspired it. 

 
                                                           Reo            C / U 
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 #4  Featured Speaker: Continuing the Conversation with Jacqueline Woodson 
  
 Ms. Woodson has generously made herself available to continue discussing writing and teaching with interested 
 participants. 

 
                                     Ballroom  E          ALL 
 
 #5    Oral Histories : A Pathway to Authentic Learning 
 

       Traci Smith, Wayne State University Writing Project 
 
 Abstract (100 Words): This workshop will equip secondary level teachers to use oral histories as a method to teach 
 narrative and multi-genre writing in a way that is authentic, powerful and very meaningful. Through oral history 
 writing, students are able to write about the life stories of persons they care deeply about or people they are 
 interested in knowing, which helps them to engage more deeply with their writing.  Through this workshop, teachers 
 will learn to help students conduct effective interviews with members of their family and/or community, gather 
 research, and give a voice to the lives of those around them using several writing genres.   
                                

           Cord            HS  
 

 #6   Scissors, Glue, and a Question: Collage as a Means to Support Purposeful Discussion 
   
 Joe Lubig, Northern Michigan University    
 
            This workshop style session will demonstrate to audience members with methods to support student learning through 
 interactive collage as a means to synthesize and evaluate answers to higher level content area questions. This 
 session will engage participants in paper and electronic collages developed through writing prompts and group 
 discussion models centered on a clearly defined audience. 
          Ballroom  A              ALL     
 
 
 #7    Engaging Students in the Obama Era Classroom 
  
           David R. Hammontree, Jackson Community College 
 
 In this interactive workshop, participants will be introduced to the current debates over the clash between activism 
 and academics in our classrooms. We will discuss how the current political Obama-era political atmosphere of 
 inclusion, debate, and discussion may possibly impact the atmosphere of our own learning communities.  As a 
 continuation of last yearôs discussion we will engage how we may best balance our good intentions to engage 
 student to political and civic issues without going beyond the scope of our courses or engaging in ideological 
 battles.  I will also share some promising classroom practices, effective strategies, and other resources I use to 
 address civic literacy in the classroom.   

  
                                                         Ballroom B               HS / C / U 

 
 

 #8    LOL, ILY, TTYL, & BRB: Reading & Writing for 21
st

 Century Learners 
       
 Jessika Whiteside, Romulus Middle School, Romulus Michigan 
 
 Text messaging, Facebook, Twitter, and more: for students who are using up-and-coming technology every day, what 
 ways can we make learning both engaging and meaningful? By taking current technological advances and twisted it 
 to fit educational needs, teachers will learn about crafting lessons to fit this new niche of technology. Teachers will be 
 shown a variety of innovative lesson plans that can be adapted for a variety of objectives, grade levels, and content. 
 The presentation will also include suggestions on how to be teen tech savvy as well as how to create their own 
 lessons incorporating the after-school technology students love. 

                                                                                  Ballroom C            ALL 
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              #9  The Marriage of Poetry and Science         
            
            Judith Rypma, Western Michigan University 
 
   This interactive, multivisual presentation will examine ways the sciences haveðand continue toðinfluence  poetry.    
   Using geology as an example, the presenter will discuss how classic poets from Shakespeare and Tennyson to  
  Keats and Bryant have used mineral imagery to enhance their work.   She will then demonstrate related   
  contemporary cross-curricular possibilities for ñminingò these links in both the Language Arts content and writing  
  areas.The presentation will conclude with an  interactive workshop offering participants a chance to utilize minimal  
  science research to enliven, stimulate, and motivate their own creative writing process.   Workshop handouts  
  provided. 

                                                      Ballrooms D                ALL 

                                                                                     
 #10  The Teaching of Grammar: Toolbox to Treasurer Box 
 
          Kia Jane Richmond, Northern Michigan Unversity 
            Rita Maddox, ELA Consultant, MCTE Executive Committee 
            Samantha Caughlan, Michigan State University 
 
 In Grammar to Enrich and Enhance Writing (2008), Weaver and Bush argue that ñgrammar can be a toolbox for the 

 writer.ò This interactive session offers educators the chance to refine pedagogical tools for teaching grammar 
 effectively. Speaker One will ask participants to tap into their own experiences to discern their emotional and 
 pedagogical stances toward grammar. Speaker Two will analyze the ACT English Test and discuss student access to 
 the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed on this assessment. Speaker Three will draw upon research in critical 
 language awareness to present tools for reflection and teaching.  Participants will leave this session with instructional 
 tools to enhance grammar knowledge and teach grammar skills at the secondary/college level.   
 

           Ballroom F      HS / C/ U 

Session Two: 11:10 AM -12:00 PM 
 
 #1   Introducing Literary Theory through Film Studies 

  
 Elizabeth Lulis, Grosse Pointe North High School 
 
 Because of the complexity of beliefs and the hidden scope of their rationale, literary theories can be extremely difficult 
 for secondary and undergraduate students to define and successfully use within their analysis.  However, by first 
 introducing such theories through film, instructors are able to establish the concepts within the controllable confines of 
 the filmôs narrative and visual representation.  With specific emphasis placed on the work of Appadurai, Bakhtin, 
 Foucault, Marx, Nietzsche and Sedgewick; I will demonstrate how instructors can define theory as it is presented in 
 films such as Lost in Translation (2003), Life is Beautiful (1997), Rope (1948), and Laura (1944).   
 

         Packard  HS / C / U 
 

 #2 The Many Voices in International Childrenôs and Young Adult Literature 
 
 Sandra Imdieke, Northern Michigan University 
   
 The many voices represented in international literature for children and young adults has the potential to enhance 
 international understanding. This presentation will focus on the books chosen for the Mildred L. Batchelder Award, an 
 award presented annually to an American publisher for a children's book considered to be the most outstanding 
 translated book of the year.  The presenter has conducted research at the Kerlan Collection, a Special Childrenôs 
 Literature Research Library at the University of Minnesota, on the Mildred L. Batchelder Papers contained at that 
 library. In addition, the presenterôs personal experience and service on the Batchelder Award Committee as 
 Committee Chair for the 2009 Award provides a foundation for knowledge regarding the books themselves.  The 
 presenter will highlight books which can be used in K-12 settings. PowerPoint slides or overheads will be used. 

                                                         Aurora                 ALL 
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 #3   Rethinking Technology in the Multimodal Classroom 
  
 Dan Priest, Western Michigan University 

 
 In an online world that tweets, diggs, and trolls, teachers are still n00bies to the new media that their students 
 embrace. There are fascinating, fun, and free projects and programs available online that are not only visually 
 stimulating (and therefore inherently more appealing) but also relevant to an understanding of the emerging global 
 community. Digital storytellingðreally, an old ñnew technologyòðthis is not. Itôs a means of rethinking our way of 
 teaching through the creativity and computer savvy that comes preinstalled with our studentsé talents and abilities 
 which they express every hour they are outside of school. 

          Reo             MS/HS  / C /U  
 

 
 
    #4    We Are a Family of Books: How to Create a Community of Readers in Your Classroom 
 
 Daria Plumb, Dudnee Alternative High School 
 
 Daria Plumb, a veteran alternative high school teacher, will share how she utilizes young adult (YA) literature, student 
 choice, read alouds, sustained silent reading, and on-line forums to help her reluctant readers become readers and to 
 create a community of readers in her school.  Daria will provide participants with: ready-to-use classroom activities 
 (Ex: reader response journal topics, final novel projects, and reading incentives), research to support her techniques, 
 student feedback, a list of internet resources (including her own website www.getemreading.com ), a brief   
 background of YA literature, and a booklist of ñmust haveò books for your classroom/library. 

                                               Cord                      HS 
 
 #5   Reading and Learning; A Toolkit for Content Area Reading 
 
 Amy Kilbridge, Ingham Intermediate School District 
 Theron Blakeslee, Ingham Intermediate School District 
 
 Students often struggle with reading textbooks and content area reading is becoming more and more important.  How 
 much do they get out of their reading?  How much harder is it for struggling secondary readers? Students need to be 
 able to comprehend a variety of texts. An English language arts teacher and a Mathematics/Science teacher will 
 present a few good reading and vocabulary strategies that will engage the students and give them a variety of ways 
 to respond to their reading. A toolkit of strategies that can be used in all content areas will be provided.   

 
                                                                                                                    Ballroom A                            MS / HS 
 
 
 #6   Finding the Literate in Graphic Novels 
 
 Jianna Taylor, Orchard Lake Middle School, West Bloomfield 

  
 We are in the middle of a media revolution.  As new genres appear, we are compelled to rethink questions about 
 literacy. Growing in popularity, graphic novels are great tools to help reluctant and seasoned readers alike learn to 
 make meaning through words and images, yet a stigma still surrounds using graphic novels in the classroom. This 
 presentation focuses on finding the literate in graphic novels through discussion and analysis, in which the audience 
 will create its own theories  about graphic novel authors' literary techniques. 

 
                                                                                                                        Ballroom B               ALL 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.getemreading.com/


12 

 

 #7  ñYouôre Gonna Make Me Learn Today, Arenôt You?ò : Using Technology in the At-Risk     
         Classroom 
         
 Tamiko Teshima, Journey Alternative High School, Scottville 
 Lindsay Stoetzel, Grand Valley State University 
 
 In this world of standards based education, it is hard enough in the average classroom to find the time or money to 
 incorporate technology into the curriculum.  Now, imagine teaching in an at-risk, under-privileged setting.  Based on 
 their experience working with the at-risk population, the presenters will show you how they utilized technology the 
 classroom.  From blogs to photo stories, the presentation will show how it is not only possible to use technology, but 
 how it made learning more authentic and meaningful to a population of students that is often told they are "unable to 
 learn." 

                                                                                                                                         Ballroom C                          HS 

 
 
 #8   Featured Panel: The Challenge of DIBELS and Reading First in Michigan Schools 
 
 Constance Weaver, Miami University 
 Susan Ortlieb, Lincoln Elementary, Petoskey Public Schools 
 Suzanne Nayback, Central Elementary, Petoskey Public Schools 
 
 This is a panel discussion on the impact of DIBELS. Elementary teachers across Michigan have been challenged by 
 this phonics focus in their K-3 classrooms. Dr. Weaver will share her insights with the audience.  Two elementary 
 experts will share their own experiences and insights into this mandated practice.  Handouts of summary research 
 will be given out. Audience questions will be welcomed. An executive summary of the impact study on Reading First 
 will be shared. 

                                                                                                     Ballroom  D                         ALL 
 

 
 #9   The Horizons Literacy Project: Civic Engagement through Media Production 
  
 Jason Kaye, Pioneer Middle School, Plymouth 
 
 What started out as an idea to digitally document highlights of the school year eight years ago, has evolved into a full 
 fledged, full year Media Productions elective, where eighth graders learn through immersion and hands-on training 
 the various phases of production: pre through post.  Whether creating public-service announcements for our local 
 access cable channel; doing an ethnographic study and documentary work, profiling student-generated issues and 
 topics in our surrounding community; or creating and producing student short films for our school's annual DVY 
 (Digital Video Yearbook), our students live the lives of writers and producers of digital video content designed for 

 publication.  

          Ballroom E   MS 
 

 #10    Motivating Successful Science Writers: A Workshop for Teachers 

 
          Lynnette Van Dyke, ELA Consultant, Michigan Department of Education 
         Sharon Armstrong,  Genesee Intermediate School District 
         Mary Anna Kruch, Past-President, MCTE 
 Cheri Millsor, Teacher, Muskegon Public Schools 
 
       Successful adults communicate clearly through writing and discourse, are self-motivated, and collaborate with 
 others.This workshop will provide elementary and middle school participants with research, guidelines, lesson 
 documents, a Power Point handout, and an MDE document, Writing in the Content Areas, with the goal of motivating 
 successful science writers.  The presenters, all experienced educators, will demonstrate and discuss lessons about 
 motivating higher-level thinking through writing in science as well as writing across the content areas in general, 
 concluding the session with Q & A.  A bibliography of supportive resources and mentor texts will also be provided. 

 
                                             Ballroom F                  Upper ELEM / MS 
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          Luncheon: 12:10 - 1:30 PM       Ballrooms A ï F 

 
12:15     Welcome 
                        Toby Kahn-Loftus, MCTE President 
 
12:20     Introduction of MCTE Past Presidents 
                         Mary Anna Kruch, MCTE Past President, 2008 
 
12:25    Excellence in Teaching Awards                
                        Toby Kahn-Loftus 
  
12:30   Charles Carpenter Fries Award  
                        Presentation by Mary Anna Kruch, Past President, MCTE 
 
12:35    Ray L. Lawson Award 
                       Presentation by Kia Jane Richmond, President-Elect, MCTE 
 
12:40   Recognition of Teachers for the Dream and their Mentors    
                        Julie Mix-Thibault, Urban/Diversity Chair, MCTE 
 
12:45   Introduction of our Luncheon Speaker 
  Mary Cox, Past-President, Region 1 Coordinator, MCTE 
 
12:50  Luncheon Speaker: George Ella Lyon 
                  
 
 

 An Important Note about the Excellence in Teaching Awards 
 
MCTE sponsors two Excellence in Teaching Awards. The Fries Award, first given in 1967, was named in honor of 
Charles Carpenter Fries, a University of Michigan Professor and an early president of MCTE.  Recipients of this 
award have served their local communities,  provided significant service on state and/or national levels, and have 
demonstrated outstanding leadership in the field of education. 
 
The Lawson Award, named after MCTE Secretary-Treasurer Ray Lawson, made its debut at the 2002 Annual 
Conference Luncheon and was awarded to Ray himself that year.  Ray exemplifies the kind of teacher who 
should win the Lawson Award, a person dedicated to the classroom and the profession.  Ray has been an 
inspiration to hundreds of teachers and thousands of students. His leadership and commitment to MCTE and 
English instruction is irreplaceable and extraordinary. 
 
Nominations for these awards can be made by educators, parents, or students, provided the nominee is an active 
member of MCTE, whose vocation is or has been the teaching of English or Language Arts, K-12.  The Fries 
Award can be presented to any member of the Michigan Council of Teachers of English. By sponsoring these 
awards, MCTE hopes not only to encourage quality teaching and involvement in the profession but also to 
acknowledge those teachers who are making a difference in education in Michigan.   
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Session Three: 1:40-2:30 PM 
 
 #1   Featured Speaker: Continuing the Conversation with George Ella Lyon   
  
 Ms. Lyon has generously made herself available to continue discussing poetry and craft  with interested teachers.  
 

                                                Ballroom A                              ALL 
 
 

 #2   Featured Session: Teaching Grammar, ñthe Research,ò the MDE Grammar and Rhetoric 

 Moduleðand  You? 
 

 Constance Weaver, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio 
 
 After mentioning ñthe research,ò this session will deal with promising ways of teaching grammar for writing, plus how 
 you might use the MDE Grammar and Rhetoric 2 module and other resources to help you plan for teaching that can 
 enrich and enhance writing. Handouts include a copy of the Grammar Module Part 2 from the MDE website. 

 
                                          Ballroom D                       HS 

 
   

 #3   Preparing and Inviting Teachers into Leadership and Scholarship 
 
 Doug Baker, Eastern Michigan University 
 Kia Jane Richmond, Northern Michigan University 
 
 This interactive session offers information, strategies, and personal experiences to teachers about becoming involved 
 as  leaders, teacher-researchers, and writersðparticularly of articles designed for professional publications. The 
 focus will be on building ideas into action. The editors of Language Arts Journal of Michigan will provide overviews of 
 the opportunities and processes of publishing in the journal, and the session will conclude with opportunities for 
 participants to discuss their ideas for possible conference presentations or articles. 
                                                                            Aurora                                ALL           

   
 #4    Opening Pages with the Arts 
 
 Elizabeth Andrews, Berrien Regional Education Service Agency 
 
 Current research reveals exciting links between the arts and literacy development. Through arts integrated literacy 
 instruction students find reading and writing more meaningful and become better able to tell their own stories. They 
 find powerful ways to express their ideas and become more committed and competent in comprehending and 
 interpreting complex texts. Like text, visual art, music, theatre, and dance are symbol systems. Use of these symbol 
 systems is a form of literacy and develops abilities needed for reading and writing.      

                                                                       Reo                         MS/HS                                           

 #5   The Wonderful World of Literature Circles 

 Michelle Ormand, Springfield Middle School, Kalamazoo 

 This presentation's main focus will be the multiple ways of using literature circles in the classroom.  It will look at the 
 more traditional methods of use, such as Harvey Daniel's methods of using lit.circles, and several variations for more 
 specified or informal ways of using literature circles in the classroom.  Using real-life examples from myself and other 
 teachers, this presentation will explore the benefits of using literature circles as a means of increasing literacy and 
 analysis skills. Participants of the session will be asked to read a small fiction selection and take on the literature 
 circles roles themselves to see how it works firsthand.                                                   

        Cord                          Upper  ELEM / MS / HS 
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    #6   Taking Time to Talk 
 
 Phyllis S. Ness, Pine Knob Elementary School, Clarkston 
  
 Young children come to school eager to tell the stories of their lives.  As educators, we must learn to capitalize on the 
 childôs oral language and encourage him or her to share stories aloud before we ask the child to write words.  
 Building on the work of Martha Horn and Mary Ellen Giacobbe in Talking, Drawing, Writing, this session will help 
 educators understand the power of storytelling and drawing for young children.  The presenter will share samples of 
 studentsô work so that participants can see the rich writing that 5, 6 & 7 year olds produced when they were first 
 taught to effectively tell tales and draw the details of their stories. 

         Packard             Pre-K / Elem 
 

 #7   The Many Voices of an Urban Summer Enrichment Program 
              

 Kimme Nuckles, Baker College 
 Cherene Milton, Baker College 
 Valencia Walton, Baker College 
 Maria Burnett, Baker College Alumni 
 Kim Droope, Baker College 
 

 This presentation will share experiences of Teacher Education Program students and college faculty in a Summer 
 Enrichment Program for Pontiac-area students in grades 3-10.  We will discuss the program and what we learned 
 about teaching urban students and students of differing socio-economic and cultural backgrounds during this two-
 week period. Many voices were heard and expressed during the experience, and many special talents with teaching 
 literacy were discovered. 
                                                                 Ballroom  B                  ALL  

   

 #8    MACUL Presents TPACK ELA 
 
 Sandra Plair, Michigan State University, MCAUL SIGPL Assistant Director 
 

This session is for the technologically faint of heart.  Are the digital natives arriving at your classroom door 
causing your head to spin, your palms to sweat and your heart to flutter?  MACUL, an organization that has 
been helping teachers learn to use technology for over 30 years, may be just what the doctor ordered.  We 
will talk about the new push for technology fluency with TPACK ï Technological Pedagogical and Content 
Knowledge.  We will share some tips on how to get a handle on the overabundance of technology available 
to get you moving toward those 21

st
 century skills for learning. 

                                                                                                               Ballroom C        Upper ELEM. MS / HS / U 
 

 #9   Strategies for Reaching Students at Risk 
 
 Andrew Schoenborn, Mt. Pleasant Technical Center 
 
 The ability for teachers to connect with students at-risk translates into a connection with all students by allowing them 
 to review, respond, and reflect in contextual and meaningful ways.  This presentation identifies students at-risk, 
 provides engaging learning strategies, and methods that target 21st century learners of English Language Arts.  
 Using a PowerPoint format and interactive tools to create engaged thinking, the purpose is to share best practice 
 research focused on student-centered instructional strategies in a participatory manner.   

                                                Ballroom E                  MS / HS 
 

 #10   Taking  Another Look at Struggling Adolescent Readers 
  

 Melissa Brooks-Yip, Michigan State University 
 Jacqueline Koonce, Michigan State University 
 
 While there seems to be a great deal of research and programs regarding how to help struggling young readers in 
 elementary school (grades 1-5), studies of literacy and reading intervention with adolescents (grades 6-12) are 
 limited.  We explore how the struggling adolescent reader is defined, some of the problems they face, what teachers 
 are doing, what assessment shows us, and how parents and communities can be involved with the struggling 

 adolescent reader.        Ballroom F             MS 



16 

 

 

Session 4 Professional Meetings: 2:40-3:30 PM 

 
   
     # 1 Michigan Conference on English Education 
 

    Michigan Conference on English Education invites interested teachers and educators to 

    discuss recent curricular and policy issues and plan our focus for the year. 

 
    Dr. Doug Baker, President                             Aurora                    

 
 
 
    

    #2  National Writing Projects of Michigan 
 
      
       Dr. Troy Hicks, Dr. Laura Roop                        Packard                        
 
  
 
 
    #3  Michigan Council of Teachers of English Membership Committee 
 
                                                                                                                                           
       Dr. David Hammontree, Chair                        Royal Ballroom A                                    
                                   
                                   
 
 
    #4  Red Cedar Writing Project, Top-of-the-Mitt, Satellite Leadership Team Meeting 
 
 
      Stasha Simon, Co-Director                            Reo 
 
 
       
 
 

Please be sure to turn in your evaluation form.   
      This feedback is helpful for both reflection and future 
      planning.                      
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Michigan Council of Teachers of English 
Past Presidents 

 
  2009     Mary Anna Kruch 
  2008     Fred Barton 
  2007     Fred Barton 
  2006    Maureen Baker                1965 James DeWitt*    
  2005   Jill VanAntwerp       1964 Annette Wonnberger
   
  2004  Susan Steffel     1963 Evelyn Burke* 
  2003  Julia Reynolds     1962 Charles Hohner* 
  2002  Gregory Shafer     1961 V. Erie Leichty* 
  2001  Ron Iwankovitsch    1960 Dorthy Sonke* 
  2000  Mary Harmon     1959 Thelma McAndless* 
  1999  Rita E. Paye     1958 Neil Ringle 
  1998  Diana Mitchell     1957 Robert Freier* 
  1997  Mary C. Cox     1956 Robert Limpus* 
  1996  Marilyn Wilson            1955   Carlton Wells* 
  1995  Barbara Rebbeck    1954 Mary Swan* 
  1994  Gary Christensen    1953 Helen Hanlon* 
  1993  Ellen Brinkley     1952 George Sanders*   
  1992  Rosetta Dickey     Bonita Wentland* 
  1991  Basil A. Clark     1951 Mildred Webster* 
  1990  Patricia J. Cianciolo    1950 Ruth Barns* 
  1989  Barbara A. Quirk     1948 & 1949 Cari Wonnberger* 
  1988  Shirley Henry     1946 & 1947 Eva Marie Van Houten* 
  1987  Jean E. Brown     1942 to 1945   A.K. Stephens* 
  1986  John Dinan        1940 & 1941 John Weimer* 
  1985  Mary Ellen Van Camp      1938 & 1939 Mentor Williams* 
  1984  Ronald Kar        1936 & 1937 C.D. Thorpe* 
  1983  Sheila Fitzgerald      1935 Karolena M. Fox* 
  1982  Robert Root Jr.       1934 Louis Bredvold* 
  1981  Susan Tchudi      1933 Robert Grandville* 
  1980  Mike LoPresto      1932 Marquis E. Shattuck* 
  1979  Ladene Schoen      1931 Floyd Whitner* 
  1978  John E. Fox*       1930 A. L. Hegener* 
  1977  Rollin Douma      1929 Russell Sharpe* 
  1976  Kathleen Drzick      1928 Norma Solve* 
  1975  Michael Lamb*       1927 Ruth McPhail* 
  1974  Stephen Tchudi      1925 & 1926 Charles C. Fries* 
  1973  Delores Minor      1924 George Starr Laser* 
  1972  Jean Malmstrom   
  1971  Mary Campbell*   
  1970  Frank Ross   
  1969  Stephen Dunning*    
  1968  V. Marie Taylor *  
  1967  Henry Maloney    
  1966  William Butt*        * deceased 
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Michigan Council of Teachers of English  
NCTE Affiliate Awards 
 
2009              NCTE Affiliate Excellence Award 
 
2009             NCTE Affiliate Website Award 
 
2009             NCTE Affiliate News Letter Award for our eMET: ñThe Michigan English Teacherò 
 
2009              NCTE Teachers for the Dream Affiliate Award*   
 
2008                 NCTE Affiliate Journal Award for LAJMôs issue, ñDigital Technology,ò Fall/Winter 2007/2008 
 
2008                  NCTE Fund Teachers for the Dream Affiliate Award 
 
2008                  NCTE Leadership Development Award* 
 
2008                  NCTE Advancement of People of Color Leadership Award* 
 
2006   NCTE Fund Teachers of the Dream Affiliate Award 
 
2005     NCTE Affiliate Excellence Award 
 
2005   NCTE Fund Teachers of the Dream Affiliate Award 
 
2004   NCTE Affiliate Newsletter Award  
 
2003    NCTE Affiliate Excellence Award 
 
2003   NCTE Membership Recruitment Award 
 
2003   NCTE Leadership Development Award 
 
2003              NCTE High School Teacher of the Year Award 
 
2003   NCTE Affiliate Newsletter Award Honorable Mention 
 
2003   NCTE Fund Teachers of the Dream Affiliate Award 
 
2002   NCTE Fund Teachers of the Dream Affiliate Award 
 
2002     NCTE Affiliate Multicultural Program Award for LAJMôs issue, ñDiversity, ò Spring 2002 
          
2001     Membership Award ð Largest Number of New NCTE Members Recruited 
 
2001   NCTE Fund Teachers of the Dream Affiliate Award 
 
2000   NCTE Affiliate Excellence Award 
 
2000   Membership Award ð Largest Number of New NCTE Members Recruited 
 
1998   Membership Award ð Largest Number of New NCTE Members Recruited 
 
1997   NCTE Affiliate Journal Award ð Language Arts Journal of Michigan 
 
                                                                                                                    *Pending official notification 
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NCTE Achievement Awards Program, 2009 

2009 State of Michigan NCTE Achievement Awards in Writing Winners 
NCTE State Coordinator: Julie Mix-Thibault, Urban/Diversity Chair, MCTE 

 
Name of Winner High School  Teacher 
 
Andridge, Kami Midland High School   Kelly Murphy 
Carey, Fiona Interlochen Arts Academy                           Timothy Johnson 
Fessler, Mary Plymouth High School                                  Marybeth Turner 
Fischer, Lindsay Dexter High School                                             Debora Marsh 
Fleming, Nikki Edwardsburg High School                               Lisa Emenaker 
Gellman, Benjamin University Liggett School Walter Butzu 
Gilmour, Regina Mercy High School                                             Steve Morgan  
Goffeny, Katherine Berkley High School                                          Natalie Taylor  
Houlihan, Mary Clare Marian High School   Anne Kania  
Lattemer, Leah Ann Arbor Pioneer High School  Kathy Arden  
Miazgowicz, Matthew Divine Child High School                             Kaye Campagnoli  
Otte, Sarah Elk Rapids High School  Terri Reisig 
Owen, Madison Northville High School Julie Jensen  
Postelli, Olivia St. Joseph High School Joyce Hunter  
Postema, Teresa Ann Arbor Pioneer High School Kathy Arden 
Rayner, Bill Northville High School Julie Jensen 
Royster, Phillip H. H. Dow High School James Willis 
Solem, Krista Grosse Pointe South High School Rose Roarty  
Twining, Lyndsey H. H. Dow High School James Willis 
Vengalil, Matthew Grosse Pointe South High School Rose Roarty 
Weisberg, Chloe Wylie E. Groves High School                             Susan Mundy 
Williams, Jalen Edwardsburg High School                               Lisa Emenaker 

 
 

                                                   
 
 

 
 

 

 


