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CITYHAll When  Ken  Gen ser was first elected
to the City Coun cil, John  Blakely was in
kindergarten .

Today, the two men  are amon g 13 candi-
dates vyin g for four open  seats on  the City
Coun cil.

A fairly recen t graduate of Ohio State
Un iversity, Blakely is part of a slate of youn g
San ta Mon ican s who are wagin g campaign s
this election  season  in  which the average age
of all candidates run n in g for the four local
races is abou t 50 years old.

Abou t six con tenders are under the age of
35, in cludin g Blakely (25), City Coun cil can -
didate Michael Kovac (33), San ta Mon ica
College Board of Trustees candidate H eidi
H oeck (25), Ren t Con trol Board candidate
Christopher Braun  (33), and Ben  Allen  (30)
and Chris Bley (35) for the Board of
Education .

“People are excited abou t youn g candi-
dates and they like to support youn g candi-
dates,” Allen , who served on  the Un iversity
of Californ ia Board of Regen ts, said. “There’s
a lot to be said abou t brin gin g a differen t
gen eration al perspective.”

The en thusiasm in  politics from a more
you thfu l crowd cou ld be a reflection  of the
n ation al scen e where Democratic
Presiden tial nomin ee Barack Obama has
gain ed popu larity amon g you n g voters,
some of whom have created fan  pages on
social n etworkin g sites like Facebook.

“It’s amazin g seein g groups that are his-
torically seen  as apolitical really carin g abou t
what’s goin g on ,” Kovac, an  adviser to small
busin esses, said. “I’m really optimistic that
we will see greater involvemen t, which
mean s we will see people gettin g what they
wan t.”

Fran klin  Gilliam, the dean  of UCLA’s

HATS OFF Morgan Genser news@smdp.com
Santa Monica College defenders Charles Hatchett (left) and Mike Butler (right) lay a
huge hit on Los Angeles Valley College's James Walker during the Corsairs’ 38-24 vic-
tory at the newly renovated Corsair Field on Saturday. The game was the first played
on the field's new artificial sur face. SMC improved its record to 1-3 on the season.

BY CHRISTINA WALKER 
Special to the Daily Press

DOWNTOWN The San ta Mon ica YWCA of
today is a far cry from the YWCA Sally
Youn g started workin g at as an  execu tive
director in  1985.

On  her first day on  the job Youn g walked
in to her office to find a desk that faced a wall
and a bathroom with wood plan ks across a
tub servin g as a file cabin et. The man ila files
were in  complete disarray.

“Oh my God, what have I don e,” Youn g
said abou t her decision  to take the job.

Youn g spen t three days wadin g through
files and had to commission  the creation  of
a person n el policy handbook from scratch
sin ce no employee handbook existed. To
make matters worse she was also con tendin g
with a shoe strin g budget at the time.

Today she is proud to pass on  a YWCA
that is able to meet pay roll, that has all doc-
umen ts in  order, and that has a dedicated
staff, the majority of which, have committed
themselves to over 12 years of servin g the
n eeds of women  and girls in  San ta Mon ica.

Un like Youn g, who came in to an  office
with immediate logistical issues, the n ew
director will have six mon ths of support
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School of Public Affairs, said the in terest in
politics cou ld be a fun ction  of demography
as the baby boomer popu lation  begin s retir-
in g and handin g over the reign s.

“The baby boomers have held on  for so
lon g that it’s sort of impeded the progress
for the gen eration  behind the boomers,”
Gilliam said.

The you th trend has been  seen  locally the
past few years, Gilliam said, poin tin g ou t
some of the relatively youn ger politician s
who have been  elected, in cludin g
Assemblyman  Fabian  Nœ– ez and state Sen .
Alex Padilla.

Other factors such as the war on  terror,
which tends to en ergize a youn ger popu la-
tion , and chan ges in  technology, have also
sparked in terest for youn ger adu lts in  civic
en gagemen t.

Candidates locally downplay the effect
that their age might play in  their campaign s,
stressin g that experien ce speaks more to
their qualification s.

“They see me as someon e who brin gs
experien ce bu t also a n ew perspective,” Bley,
a teacher at the Bren twood School, said.

For some of the candidates, age n ever
even  crossed their mind when  they first con -
sidered run n in g for office.

“I actually forget that I’m youn g,” Braun
said.

Braun , a chiropractor, is amon g the can -
didates who are run n in g for the first time.
An  own er of a small busin ess, Braun  said he
always felt too bu sy to become more
involved and wan ted to wait un til everythin g
settled with his job before jumpin g in  the
race.

While age might not be much of a factor
in  a race for the Ren t Con trol Board, Braun
said it cou ld be more relevan t for the City
Coun cil where elected officials have to take
on  more diverse issues.

“My board is very importan t bu t it’s a lit-
tle more specific to on e area of the city,” he
said. “Bu t I don’t thin k (voters) shou ld look
at age anyway.”

Braun  added that he isn’t surprised by the
number of youn g people run n in g for office,
especially with the in fluen ce of Obama’s
candidacy, which he believes brin gs the
you th ou t at every level of the governmen t.

On e of the youn gest candidates run n in g
this year, Blakely said he decided to get
involved to try and make San ta Mon ica a
better place.

“People are willin g to take a step away
from the norm and vote for someon e who is
not an  in cumben t,” Blakely, an  actor and
en trepren eur, said. “Those people will look
past an  age and see what I can  brin g.”

While Blakely said he is well-versed on
issues on  the November ballot, he did lack
knowledge on  at least on e of the most
recen t in itiatives — Measure R, a school
parcel tax measure that voters approved in
February. The measure was men tion ed dur-
in g a recen t candidate forum hosted by the
Commun ity for Excellen t Public Schools
and Leadership Effectiven ess
Accoun tability Direction . Kovac attended
the forum last week and said he didn ’t
know enough abou t Measure R to com-
men t.

For some boards, age cou ld mean  a clos-
er con n ection  with con stituen ts.

“I’m relatively close to the studen t experi-
en ce and I’m a graduate of our schools,”
Allen  said. “I’ve got a con n ection  to our dis-
trict that I wou ldn’t have if I just came in  as
a n ew residen t to San ta Mon ica.”

While age can  show voters that a candi-
date offers a n ew perspective, there is still
provin g that n eeds to be don e.

“You  can’t just show up and say I’m
youn g, vote for me,” Allen  said. “You  have to
pu t in  serious work to learn  abou t all the
thin gs affectin g our commun ity.”
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Election features
many young faces 
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ITÕS AMAZING
SEEING GROUPS

THAT ARE HISTORICALLY
SEEN AS APOLITICAL

REALLY CARING ABOUT
WHATÕS GOING ON.Ó

Michael Kovac
City Council candidate 

wan ted to help with the video and Samohi
jun ior Geo Zun iga happily volun teered. H e
worked on  the Pedroza video as well as a
“vidlet” spotlightin g Samohi’s award win -
n in g cheer team.

There have been  plen ty of positive
respon ses to the video on  campus.

“I thin k these videos are an  excellen t way
to highlight Samohi’s top programs,” sen ior
Maddy Scott said. “They give a chan ce for
people ou tside the school to see what we stu-
den ts see every day.”

“The ‘vidlets’ are awesome,” jun ior Zac
Geoffray said.

H owever, a few studen ts thin k the video
was made for differen t reason s. Sen ior
Sophy Cohen  guesses that the video was a
respon se to a popu lar magazin e’s omission

of Samohi in  its list of top 20 Los An geles
area schools.

Bu t despite some specu lation , the “Why
Attend San ta Mon ica H igh School” on lin e
success has set a n ew preceden t.

Now, Samohi’s two video classes have
in corporated creatin g “vidlets” in  their cur-
ricu lum. They are workin g on  gettin g more
and more “vidlets” fin ished to be uploaded
on to the Web site. The goal is to create
“vidlets” for every Samohi activity, so that
viewers can  check the Web site and learn
abou t anythin g through the studen t-made
videos.

Next up — a “vidlet” featurin g Pedroza
speakin g in  Span ish. The videos can  be
fou nd on  Samohi’s Web site
www.smmusd.org/Samohi.

news@smdp.com

Samohi releases video touting successes
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