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Young leaves
YWCA with
much pride

BY CHRISTINA WALKER

Special to the Daily Press

DOANTOAN The Santa Monica YWCA of
today is a far cry from the YWCA Sally
Young started working at as an executive
director in 1985.

On her first day on the job Young walked
into her office to find a desk that faced a wall
and a bathroom with wood planks across a
tub serving as a file cabinet. The manila files
were in complete disarray.

“Oh my God, what have | done,” Young
said about her decision to take the job.

Young spent three days wading through
files and had to commission the creation of
a personnel policy handbook from scratch
since no employee handbook existed. To
make matters worse she was also contending
with a shoe string budget at the time.

Today she is proud to pass on a YWCA
that is able to meet pay roll, that has all doc-
uments in order, and that has a dedicated
staff, the majority of which, have committed
themselves to over 12 years of serving the
needs of women and girls in Santa Monica.

Unlike Young, who came into an office
with immediate logistical issues, the new
director will have six months of support
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Santa Monica College defenders Charles Hatchett (left) and Mike Butler (right) lay a
huge hit on Los Angeles Valley College's James Walker during the Corsairs’ 38-24 vic-
tory at the newly renovated Corsair Field on Saturday. The game was the first played
on the field's new artificial surface. SMC improved its record to 1-3 on the season.
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The next
generation
takes over
as leaders?

BY MELODY HANATANI

Daily Press Staff Writer

ATYHAI When Ken Genser was first elected
to the City Council, John Blakely was in
kindergarten.

Today, the two men are among 13 candi-
dates vying for four open seats on the City
Council.

A fairly recent graduate of Ohio State
University, Blakely is part of a slate of young
Santa Monicans who are waging campaigns
this election season in which the average age
of all candidates running for the four local
races is about 50 years old.

About six contenders are under the age of
35, including Blakely (25), City Council can-
didate Michael Kovac (33), Santa Monica
College Board of Trustees candidate H eidi
Hoeck (25), Rent Control Board candidate
Christopher Braun (33), and Ben Allen (30)
and Chris Bley (35) for the Board of
Education.

“People are excited about young candi-
dates and they like to support young candi-
dates,” Allen, who served on the University
of California Board of Regents, said. “There’s
a lot to be said about bringing a different
generational perspective.”

The enthusiasm in politics from a more
youthful crowd could be a reflection of the
national  scene  where  Democratic
Presidential nominee Barack Obama has
gained popularity among young voters,
some of whom have created fan pages on
social networkin g sites like Facebook.

“It’s amazing seeing groups that are his-
torically seen as apolitical really caring about
what’s going on,” Kovac, an adviser to small
businesses, said. “I’m really optimistic that
we will see greater involvement, which
means we will see people getting what they
want.”

Franklin Gilliam, the dean of UCLA’s
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CITY OF SANTA
MONICA, CITY
YARDS

2500 MICHIGAN
AVENUE
CONTACT: WES
THOMPSON AT
(#10) 455-8546

FOR PERSONS
WITH DISABILI-
TIES, PLEASE
CALL LAURA
CRONIN AT (310)
458-8596
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Election features
many young faces
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School of Public Affairs, said the interest in
politics could be a function of demography
as the baby boomer population begins retir-
ing and handing over the reigns.

“The baby boomers have held on for so
long that it’s sort of impeded the progress
for the generation behind the boomers,”
Gilliam said.

The youth trend has been seen locally the
past few years, Gilliam said, pointing out
some of the relatively younger politicians
who have been elected, including
Assemblyman Fabian Nce-ez and state Sen.
Alex Padilla.

Other factors such as the war on terror,
which tends to energize a younger popula-
tion, and changes in technology, have also
sparked interest for younger adults in civic
engagement.

Candidates locally downplay the effect
that their age might play in their campaigns,
stressing that experience speaks more to
their qualifications.

“They see me as someone who brings
experience but also a new perspective,” Bley,
a teacher at the Brentwood School, said.

For some of the candidates, age never
even crossed their mind when they first con-
sidered running for office.

“| actually forget that I'm young,” Braun
said.

Braun, a chiropractor, is among the can-
didates who are running for the first time.
An owner of a small business, Braun said he
always felt too busy to become more
involved and wanted to wait until everything
settled with his job before jumping in the
race.

While age might not be much of a factor
in a race for the Rent Control Board, Braun
said it could be more relevant for the City
Council where elected officials have to take
on more diverse issues.

“My board is very important but it’s a lit-
tle more specific to one area of the city,” he
said. “But | don’t think (voters) should look
at age anyway.”

Braun added that he isn’t surprised by the
number of young people running for office,
especially with the influence of Obama’s
candidacy, which he believes brings the
youth out at every level of the government.
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Michael Kovac
City Council candidate

One of the youngest candidates running
this year, Blakely said he decided to get
involved to try and make Santa Monica a
better place.

“People are willing to take a step away
from the norm and vote for someone who is
not an incumbent,” Blakely, an actor and
entrepreneur, said. “Those people will look
past an age and see what | can bring.”

While Blakely said he is well-versed on
issues on the November ballot, he did lack
knowledge on at least one of the most
recent initiatives — Measure R, a school
parcel tax measure that voters approved in
February. The measure was mentioned dur-
ing a recent candidate forum hosted by the
Community for Excellent Public Schools
and Leadership Effectiveness
Accountability Direction. Kovac attended
the forum last week and said he didn’t
know enough about Measure R to com-
ment.

For some boards, age could mean a clos-
er connection with constituents.

“I'm relatively close to the student experi-
ence and I'm a graduate of our schools,”
Allen said. “I've got a connection to our dis-
trict that | wouldn’t have if | just came in as
a new resident to Santa Monica”

While age can show voters that a candi-
date offers a new perspective, there is still
proving that needs to be done.

“You can’t just show up and say I'm
young, vote for me,” Allen said. “You have to
put in serious work to learn about all the
things affecting our community.”

melodyh@smdp.com

Samohi releases video touting SUccesses
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wanted to help with the video and Samohi
junior Geo Zuniga happily volunteered. He
worked on the Pedroza video as well as a
“vidlet” spotlighting Samohi’s award win-
ning cheer team.

There have been plenty of positive
responses to the video on campus.

“| think these videos are an excellent way
to highlight Samohi’s top programs,”’ senior
Maddy Scott said. “They give a chance for
people outside the school to see what we stu-
dents see every day.”

“The ‘vidlets’ are awesome,” junior Zac
Geoffray said.

H owever, a few students think the video
was made for different reasons. Senior
Sophy Cohen guesses that the video was a
response to a popular magazine’s omission

of Samohi in its list of top 20 Los Angeles
area schools.

But despite some speculation, the “Why
Attend Santa Monica High School” online
success has set a new precedent.

Now, Samohi’s two video classes have
incorporated creating “vidlets” in their cur-
riculum. They are working on getting more
and more “vidlets” finished to be uploaded
onto the Web site. The goal is to create
“vidlets” for every Samohi activity, so that
viewers can check the Web site and learn
about anything through the student-made
videos.

Next up — a “vidlet” featuring Pedroza
speaking in Spanish. The videos can be
found  on Samohi’s ~ Web  site
www.smmu sd.org/Samobhi.

news@smdp.com



