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House of straw

entral entry

By LYNDA VAN KEMPEN

A STRAW-BALE house to be built at
Earnscleugh will double as the Central
Otago entry in a nationwide competition
to design, develop and build
environmentally-friendly homes.

Nine teams from tertiary institutions
throughout the country have entered the
Sustainable Habitat Challenge (SHaC),
which is an Otago Polytechnic initiative.
The event is funded by the Ministry for
the Environment and the Central Otago

project will be co-ordinated by the Otago.

Polytechnic’s Cromwell campus.

The Central Otago team includes
designers, builders, architects,
sustainable building and eco-tourism
advisers. Co-ordinator Jude Faircloth
said the group met on Friday to
brainstorm various aspects of its entry.

The head of the polytechnic’s Centre
for Sustainable Practice at Cromwell,
Steve Henry, said the group had earlier
advertised, seeking someone who
wanted “to be a guinea pig”.

Sampsa Kiuru, who planned to build a
home at Eanscleugh, near Clyde, had
offered to let his home be the focus.

“My motivation was to build a good,
nice sustainable house and try out some
techniques that I think are very usable,”

Mr Kiuru said.

“At the end of the day we’re not
building a model house, we’re building a
private dwelling, not a showplece, Mr
Henry said.

Mr Kiuru had decided to build a straw
bale home, with Sarah Johnston, of
Geraldine, as the architectural designer
and Chris Naylor, of Clyde, as the
builder.

The project must be completed by the
end of October next year to meet the
competition criteria and polytechnic
students will help with the design, the
construction and landscaping, where
possible, Mr Henry said. The whole
process will be documented on the Shac
website (www.shac.orgnz) and people
reading were welcome to comment.

Mr Kiuru wanted his home to have
minimal impact on the environment and
natural materials would be used. Solar
energy would be used for beating.

He hoped to apply to the Central
Otago District Council for resource
consent by the end of November.

Mr Henry said the project was a
collaborative effort between the tertiary
students based in Central Otago and the
communities of Alexandra, Cromwell,
Queenstown and Wanaka.

Eco-friendly:
Studying a model
ofthe
Eamscleugh
house site are
Central Otago
team members
(from left) Jessica
Winter, of
Queenstown,
Sarah Johnston,
of Geraldine, and
Sarah Scott and
Alistair Madill, of
Wanaka.

NOTIC EBOARD

| Meetmgs

» Meetmgs scheduled for the week of 14 to 18 July 2008 '

Tuesday,’ 15 July
9.30am.:

Thursday, 17 July ‘

- HEARINGS PANEL Council Chambers Wllham Fraser Buuldlng, 1 Dunorling Street Alexandra commencing at

MANIOTOTO COMMUNITY BOARD: Ranfurly Senvice Centre 15 Pery Street, Ranfurly commencing at 2.00pm.

Fire Season Status

An.apnan bumi iai i ire districts of Central Otago except in those areas with






Event Calendar for the Sustainable Habitat Challenge

OTAGO

POLYTECHNIC

Te Kura Matatini ki Otago

When What Where Cost Tutor
29 & 30 August Dry Stone Wall Cromwell $247.50 Keith Hinds
9am — 4pm Construction Course
10 September The Commercial Benefits of | Queenstown $65 Paula Hugens
2pm — 4pm Green Building Seminar www.greenbeing.co.nz
12 & 13 September | Schist Veneering Course Cromwell $247.50 Keith Hinds
9am — 4pm
12 September Introduction to Natural Wanaka $110 Sven Johnson from Sol Design
9am — 4pm Building workshop Paula Hugens www.greenbeing.co.nz
10 October Introduction to Natural $110 Sven Johnson from Sol Design
Building workshop
16 October Photovoltaics — has their Cromwell $65 Tony from Smart Energy Ltd
1pm —3pm time come? Workshop
16 October Micro Photovoltaics and Cromwell Free Tony from Smart Energy Ltd
4pm — 5pm Wind - lecture
+ Networking Event
17 October Micro hydro for your Cromwell $65 Tony from Smart Energy Ltd
9am — 11am property workshop
17 October Wind power for your Cromwell $65 Tony Smart Energy Ltd
1pm — 3pm property workshop
Thurs 30™ October Masonry Stove lecture Cromwell Free Albie Barden see
4 — 5pm www.mainewoodheat.com
Networking Event
2" /3™ November Build a Masonry stove Clyde $440 Albie Barden
8.30am — 5pm course www.mainewoodheat.com
Friday 30" October The benefits of Masonry Cromwell $65 Albie Barden see
2-4pm stoves workshop for www.mainewoodheat.com
architects
1st — 6™ November Design and build a masonry Clyde $1000 Albie Barden see
8.30am-5pm stove course www.mainewoodheat.com
Some evenings
7 November 9am- Build an outdoor pizza oven | Queenstown $110 Albie Barden see
4pm www.mainewoodheat.com
7 November Straw Bale Wall raising Clyde Free Sven Johnson
9am —4pm
7 November Dry garden visit Cromwell Free Jo Wakelin
11am — 12 noon
9 November Build an outdoor pizza oven Cromwell $110 Albie Barden see
9am-4pm www.mainewoodheat.com
10 November Build an outdoor pizza oven Wanaka $110 Albie Barden see
www.mainewoodheat.com
8 — 13 November Straw Bale Design and Clyde $1000 Sven and Sarah Johnson
8.30am — 5pm Construction Course 14 people maximum
Some evenings
15 November The big Open Home Event Clyde Free Judges of SHAC project present. Much
10am — 4pm Celebration lunch for those publicity and press release here leading
who have helped to Cromwell public display centre as
next phase
16 November Straw bale construction for Clyde $65 Sarah Johnson
1pm — 3pm Architects
2010
12 February Natural Plastering Clyde $65 Sven Johnson
12.30pm — 4pm
To be confirmed Natural Plastering lecture Wanaka Sven Johnson
13 & 14 February Natural Plastering Clyde Sven Johnson
9am — 5pm
Fri night, Sat, Sun Introduction to Natural Wanaka, Sven Johnson and or Paula Hugens
dates to be Building Queenstown

confirmed






