Revising for Sentence Fluency
Why: Students are often told their work is “choppy” or “doesn’t flow”, yet don’t have
specific tools on how to fix it. This exercise gives them specific steps to do in order to
help the fluency and cohesiveness of their work.

How: First, explain what sentence fluency is.

Sentence Fluency means:
•

Sentences flow easily from one to the other with transitions.

•

Sentences sound natural.

•

Some sentences are long; some are short.

•

Simple and complex sentences provide rhythm.

•

Sentences start in different ways.

Then explain the four different ways sentence fluency can be fixed and when you
know your fluency is an issue (anytime you write and your paper sounds choppy,

awkward, unclear or even just dull).
Ways to Fix Sentence Fluency
1. Look at the start of every sentence. Circle each first word, than make a
list of types of words you typically start with. Switch it up.
2. Look at the punctuation of your sentences. Make sure you are not always
using the same type; semi-colons will become your best friend!
3. Look at the length of your sentences. Some should be short, others long.
4. Check your transitions – are they the best kind for the thought you are
trying to convey? Have you made sure to use a variety of different types?

For the first way to edit for sentence fluency, walk students through the process
detailed on the attached page. I usually do a presentation first reminding
students of what the different parts of speech are. I also use an example of my
own writing that is choppy, and we fix it together for a practice.
Self-Edit

An important part of the writing process is editing and revising. You are going to write the following
revisions that could be added and/or changed about your paper. If you end up NOT including the
revisions, that is fine! What is important is that you have attempted to see how your paper could be
improved.

Editing for sentence fluency:
1. Pick a body paragraph that sounds choppy or seems difficult to follow.
2. Circle the first word in every sentence. Write them here:
3. Write the parts of the speech for each word.
4. What are the two most common parts of speech that you have used?
5. Pick two sentences and re-write them keeping the message the same but starting off with a
different part of speech.
a. Original Sentence Example: MLK jr. changed the world by helping equality between
different races in America.
b. Changed Sentence with a different part of speech Example: Helping equality between
different races in America, MLK jr. changed the world.
Your sentences:
1.

2.

Pick a different paragraph and repeat the process above.
1. Parts of speech for every first word:
2. Two most common parts of speech used:
3. Two sentences re-written:
a.

b.
Extra:

You also want to switch up the punctuation and sentence length of your sentences. In those paragraphs,
try adding a semi-colon to connect sentences that are related. Try varying the length of sentences.

