
The National Ten-Year Urban and Community Forestry 

Action Plan is developed by and for the urban forestry 

community. The planõs purpose is to expand awareness 

of the benefits that our urban forests, including green 

infrastructure, provide to communities throughout the 

nation, and to increase investments in these urban forest 

resources for the benefit of current and future genera-

tions. The plan provides specific goals, actions, and     

recommendations for improving the status of urban and 

community forestry for the United States and its territo-

ries.  
 

The plan also identifies research needs, messaging and 

communications needs, and innovative funding and   

collaborative opportunities for urban forestry initiatives. 

Notably, this plan also serves as a framework for funding 

and recommending priorities developed by the National 

Urban and Community Forestry Advisory Council 

(NUCFAC) for the U.S. Forest Serviceõs National Urban 

and Community Forestry program and National Chal-

lenge Cost Share Grants. The urban forestry community, 

including the Forest Service and other applicable Federal 

agencies, are to use the Action Plan as a guide to     

mplement and expand urban and  community forestry for 

the next ten years. 
 

Summary of the 2016 -

2026 Plan 
Plan Vision : Urban and Commu-

nity Forests Increase Sustainability, 

Wellness, and Resilience in All Com-

munities.  
 

Plan Mission : Help All Communi-

ties Create Urban and Community 

Forests that are Diverse, Healthy, and 

Accessible for All Citizens. 
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National Urban and Community Forestry Advisory Council (NUCFAC) 
10-Year Action Plan 

Overarching Principles   
1. Advance health and wellness of forests, ecosystems, 

and people.  

2. Maximize community and ecosystem sustainability.  

3. Build community and natural ecosystem resilience. 
 

Goal 1: Planning  
1. Integrate Urban and Community Forestry Into all 

Scales of Planning.  
 

A: Support inclusion of trees and forests as elements 

of all community comprehensive and master planning 

efforts.  

B: Support the integration of urban forestry into all 

scales of city, regional, and state-scale master plans. 

C: Launch a public awareness and education cam-

paign to elevate recognition of the value of urban 

trees and urban forests ecosystems as essential con-

tributors to community sustainability and resilience.  

D: Increase community capacity to use urban trees 

and forestry in public space planning, infrastructure, 

and private development. 
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Goal 2: Human Health  

2. Promote the Role of Urban and Community Forestry 

in Human Health and Wellness. 

A: Expand opportunities for collaboration with the 

health community.  

B: Champion a nationwide marketing campaign that 

links trees to human health and wellness.  

C: Plan, design, and manage urban forests to improve 

human health and wellness.  

D: Develop tools to improve and highlight the rela-

tionship between improved public health, wellness, 

and urban and community forestry and green infra-

structure. 
 

Goal 3: Diversity and Leadership  
3. Cultivate Diversity, Equity, and Leadership within the 

Urban Forestry Community.  

A: Increase diversity, equity, and accessibility in urban 

and community forestry.  

B: Engage under-served communities in urban and 

community forestry.  

C: Develop effective leadership at all levels to build a 

national voice for urban forestry.  

D: Increase workforce development opportunities 

and green jobs in urban and community forestry, 

with particular attention to under-served communi-

ties.  

E: Promote expanded collaboration, training, and 

communication within the field of urban and commu-

nity forestry to build workforce professional devel-

opment. 
 

Goal 4: Environmental Health  
4. Strengthen Urban and Community Forest Health and 

Biodiversity for Long-Term Resilience.  

A: Increase the biodiversity, health, and resilience of 

trees in urban and community forests.  

B: Foster resilience, restoration, and sustainability of 

urban and community forests facing climate change 

challenges.  

C: Support use of urban forests for increasing com-

munity food resilience and access to local foods. 
 

Goal 5: Management  
5. Improve Urban and Community Forest Management, 

Maintenance, and Stewardship.  

A: Improve urban and community forest management, 

maintenance, and arboricultural practices.  

B: Develop comprehensive programs, policies, and 

resources for enhancing urban forestry stewardship.  

C: Promote for better use of technology and tools in 

urban forestry.  

D: Facilitate expanded research and delivery of scien-

tific findings to all stakeholders. (See Research 

Agenda.) 
 

Goal 6: Funding  
6. Diversify, Leverage, and Increase Funding for Urban and 

Community Forestry.  

A: Increase funding and grants for urban and commu-

nity forestry.  

B: To leverage and diversify funding, expand collabora-

tion between urban forestry and related fields, agen-

cies, and sectors. 
 

Goal 7: Education and Awareness  
7. Increase Public Awareness and Environmental Educa-

tion to Promote Stewardship.  

A: Create environmental education programs that 

focus on urban and community forestry issues.  

B: Create a nationwide urban forestry public aware-

ness and education campaign.  

C: Increase engagement of undeserved and minority 

communities in urban forestry establishment and 

stewardship. 

 

The plan also identifies research needs and funding needs.  
 

For more information on the plan, go to: 

http://urbanforestplan.org/engage/.  

NUCFAC (Continued) 

http://urbanforestplan.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/FinalActionPlan_ResearchNeeds_11_16_15.pdf
http://urbanforestplan.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/ActionPlanFundingNeeds_11_17_15.pdf
http://urbanforestplan.org/engage/
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Species SpotlightñFragrant Epaulette Tree   

Pterostyrax hispidus 
Not widely available from nurs-

eries, fragrant epaulette tree is 

a tree not commonly seen 

in the landscape, but it is a 

tree worth investigating. 

Fragrant epaulette tree is 

native to Japan and was first 

introduced to the United 

States in 1875. Of the four 

major islands of Japan, it 

grows on all, but Hokkaido, 

in mountain forests. It is 

related to our native    

halesias and is in the family 

Styracaceae and is hardy in 

USDA zones 4 to 8, though 

Michael Dirr suggests it is 

better suited to Zone 5. It 

has a coarse texture during the grow-

ing season and in winter. The flowers 

resemble epaulettes, giving the tree its 

common name. The Latin name, 

Pterostyrax, refers to òpteron,ó wing, 

and òstyrax,ó for the ribbed fruit. 

òHispidus,ó meaning rough or bristly, 

refers to the fruit. 
 

Leaves of fragrant epaulette tree are 

alternate, simple, oblong, and 4 to 8 

inches in length. They have a tapered 

point, are bright green, and are finely 

serrated. In fall, they turn yellow or 

yellow-green. 
 

Reaching 

heights of 20 

to 30 feet, 

with a similar 

spread, fra-

grant epau-

lette tree is a 

small-to-

medium-sized 

tree. The tree 

is most known 

for its white, 

fragrant flowers. They are perfect and appear in large 

panicles. The fringed flowers droop down, and Pamela J. 

Thompson, writing in Arnoldia, notes that ò[é] the 

flower clusters sway in the breeze, attracting multitudes 

of pollinators and giving off a delicate sweet scent.ó They 

appear in June, after the leaves. The fruit is a dry, ribbed, 

bristly drupe, about one-half inch long. 
 

Fragrant epaulette tree does well in acid soil, on sites 

with full sun. It does not have any serious problems with 

insects or diseases. Though it can be difficult to find in 

nurseries, fragrant epaulette tree is a nice addition to the 

landscape, particularly for smaller areas. 
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Yale Nature Walk.  

By Mollie Freilicher, DCR 

Community Action Forester 

Photos: Flowers, leaves, form, 

bark, and fruit: Yale University 

https://books.google.com/books?id=WhkgAQAAMAAJ&pg=PA389&dq=pterostyrax&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwilj_m6p7LOAhXpyoMKHRzdDuYQ6AEIJDAB#v=onepage&q&f=false
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Growing on Trees  

D0 - Abnormally dry 

D1 - Moderate drought 

D2 - Severe drought 

D3 - Extreme drought 

Drought Monitor  
Conditions as of September 27, 2016. Check out 

drought conditions in Massachusetts, New England, 

and the U.S. All of Massachusetts is in drought, with 

much of the state categorized as òsevere drought.ó  
 

U.S. Drought Monitor: http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/ 
 

Massachusetts drought management information 

Tree Steward Training ɂRegister Today!  
October 14 -15, 2016, Harvard Forest, Petersham,  
 

The 2016 DCR Tree Steward Training will take place Friday, October 14, to Saturday, October 15, at the Harvard 

Forest in Petersham. At this yearõs session: learn about tree planting, i-Tree, pests, pruning, tree boards, tree ID, and 

funding urban forestry programs, and participate in a roundtable discussion on urban and community forestry. Weõll 

have a mix of indoor and outdoor sessions. Registration is available on the DCR Urban and Community Forestry web-

site (www.mass.gov/dcr/urban-and-community-forestry. Click òBranching Outó on the right.) 
 

Deadline to registerñExtended to Friday : October 7, 12:00 p.m. Contact Mollie Freilicher, 413-577-2966 or 

mollie.freilicher@state.ma.us for more information. 

Grants 
TD Green Streets Grant 
The 2017 grant round will launch October 10. If your community was a Tree City USA in 2015 and is in the TD Bank 

service area, your community may be eligible. Check the TD GreenStreets webpage beginning on October 10 for 

more details on the upcoming round. www.arborday.org/programs/tdgreenstreets/. 

Tree City USAɂ2016 Applications Now Being Accepted  
Also accepting Tree Line USA and Tree Campus USA Applications  

Apply online or use the paper application. Go to www.mass.gov/dcr/urban-and-community-forestry and click on 

òBranching Outó at right. Applications are due December 31. 

http://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/water-res-protection/water-data-tracking/drought-status.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/conservation/forestry-and-fire-control/branching-out-additional-programs.html
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/dcr/conservation/forestry-and-fire-control/branching-out-additional-programs.html
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/urban-and-community-forestry
mailto:mollie.freilicher@state.ma.us
http://www.arborday.org/programs/tdgreenstreets/
http://www.mass.gov/dcr/urban-and-community-forestry

