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Figure 18. The Fall. Here, the various levels spoken of in Genesis are set out
on Jacob's Ladder. At the top, the Eternal ELOHIM may descend, via the Azilutic
Malkhut, into the Eden of Yezirah, while the Serpent can reach up from Asiyyah
into the Edenic Tiket. Adam and Eve, the separated pillars of the World of
Formation, on falling from Grace, that is direct contact with Azilut, took on
physical bodies as they were driven downwards from Paradise by the Angels into the
natural World of Asiyyah. Below Asiyyah resides the lowest realm of Hell.
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14. The Fall

Adam, the Yeziratic man, was placed in the Garden of Eden to
work and watch over it. Now YAHVEH-ELOHIM instructed the
living soul of Adam that he could sustain himself on all of the
trees in the World of Formation except the Tree of the Know-
ledge of Good and Evil. Kabbalistically this meant that not only
was the Yeziratic Adam confined to his own world (he was not
yet in the natural world below), but that he could not partake of
the World of Beriah above. Now the trunk of the Tree of Know-
ledge is centred on the Daat of Yezirah, which allows access into
the World of Creation where good and evil began in the separa-
tion of Beriatic existence from the Divine. The Tree of Life,
which is the World of Azilut, is not mentioned at this point in the
text (Genesis 2:17) because it was considered by the EL OHIM to
be out of reach of the Yeziratic Adam.

`Then YAHVEH-EL °Him said it is not good that Adam should
be alone. I will make for him a helpmate [Ezer Kenegdoh] as his
counterpart', reads one translation. The making of a companion

occurs after YAHVEH-ELOHIM has formed out of the ground
every beast of the field and fowl of the air, that is after the Nefesh
Hayah-[ot] or living creatures had been brought before Adam
by YAHVEH-ELOHIM to see what he would call them. This is to

allow Adam to exercise the free will granted to man alone as the
image of God. After this significant act of demonstration that man
was indeed the husbandman of the World of Formation, YAHV EH-

ELOHIM caused Adam to sleep, quite a new and lower state than
that to which the man had been accustomed. This in Kabbalah is
called the condition of Katnut, or the lesser state of consciousness,
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