Why did I drop thiS in
your letterbox?
Don’t worry, it’s not an ad or some sort of pyramid
scheme... and I’m not writing to nag you about the
rubbish bins.
I don’t usually do this but I’m dropping this note to
neighbours to talk about an important issue that
affects all of us. I hope you don’t mind, and that you’ll
take a moment to read it.
Thanks!

Authorised by: K. Skinner, 27 Peel Street, South Bank

I’ve taken it upon myself to promote action on climate change in my
community. Thousands more like me are doing the same across the
nation, and the efforts are being coordinated by a coalition of civil
society, environmental and community groups. Want to know more?
Visit WWW.SAYYESAUSTRALIA.ORG.AU

Who is behind this flyeR?
MY NAME IS

AND I’m your neighbour

Dear neighbour,
I live just down the street. I wouldn’t normally drop something in your letterbox but I’ve been worried for a while
that we’re not doing enough to tackle climate change. So when the Government announced its carbon pricing
plan, I took a closer look at what it will really mean for me and my family.
I think there’s a lot of misinformation and confusion in the community – maybe it’s all the media hype, maybe it’s
all those politicians talking too much.
That’s why I’m putting my name to this letter, and that’s why I hope you’ll read it.
First thing is that I reckon we’ve got a problem with pollution and climate change, that we as Australians should
do something about. Australia’s just not a ‘do nothing’ type of country, when we’re faced with a challenge.
Next is that the carbon price is based on a pretty simple idea: When it’s free to pollute, businesses keep
polluting. But when it costs to pollute, big polluters make an effort to do things in a cleaner way.
This price on pollution will be paid by Australia’s top 500 polluting businesses. It’s an incentive to help them
change their behaviour. It’s not like the GST. It’s not a tax on households.
That’s why 31 other countries, from New Zealand to England, have already put a price on pollution. South
Korea and California are about to do it too. And you might be surprised to learn that China is starting a carbon
pricing trial. Even India already has a tax on coal!
So the carbon price will only charge the country’s biggest, richest polluters – not everyday Australians like us.
This is expected to raise around $11 billion a year. So where will all that money go?
Firstly, it should go to us. We know that some businesses will continue to pollute, and will pass through their
costs to consumers. The Government’s plan is that Australian households will receive more than half of the $11
billion raised – to help with cost of living expenses and paying our energy bills. They’ve said nine out of every
ten Australian households will get assistance, as will all pensioners and self-funded retirees.
Secondly, money will go straight to renewable energy, like solar, wind and geothermal – creating more jobs in
these new technologies. Australia has all those resources in abundance, and they won’t run out like coal or oil.
Did you know that enough sun falls on the Earth in one hour to power the whole world’s energy needs for eight
years?
Thirdly, it’ll go to business. Existing industry is promised money to help retain jobs and get them on the right
track to pollute less.
Some people are saying it won’t make a difference. But the carbon price package will stop up to 1.1 billion
tonnes of carbon pollution going into our skies between now and 2020 – that’s like taking 70 million cars off the
road. And with $13 billion going into clean energy, we’ll see innovation, jobs and a cleaner Australia.
Pricing pollution seems to me like a sensible and long overdue first step towards transitioning to a clean energy
future – the future our children and grandchildren will inherit from us.
That’s why I’ve taken the time to personally deliver you this letter. I’m hoping that neighbour to neighbour in our
community we can do better than our squabbling politicians.
Let’s get on with it and do something about climate change.
Thanks,

P.S. - The longer we wait to reduce pollution, the more expensive it will become. And if we don’t act now, we’ll
be left behind. Australia has some of the best solar and wind resources in the world and yet right now even
Germany, which has freezing winters, generates more solar power than us. If we put our minds to it, Australia
will make a success of cutting pollution and building clean energy – it’s in our character! We just need to give
renewable energy the kick start it needs to get going.
P.P.S. - A new independent commission, made up of Australia’s leading climate scientists, found that this
decade is the ‘critical decade’ to stop devastating climate change before it’s too late. Their report says the
longer we wait, the more expensive the solutions will become, and the more it will endanger our children,
grandchildren and environment.

