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Apostrophes (They’re not for plurals)

¥1 Don’t: DVD'’s, CD’s, 1980’s
» Except: A’'s, Model T's

¥ Do: Erik’s, it's, children’s
» But not: hers, theirs

1101 VN 1 5 T | Y [ O 5 A T |1 1 T | [




When to use Commas

¥i Use commas in two-part sentences:

“The situation is perilous, but there is still one
chance to escape.”

1 Use them with dependent clauses:

“The situation is perilous, but if we are prepared to
act promptly, there is still one chance for
escape.”

What does that mean?

¥1 Independent clause: A sentence — contains a
noun, verb, and complete thought.

(“The situation is perilous.”)

i1 Dependent clause: Contains a houn and verb,
but is not a complete thought.

(“but if we are prepared to act promptly”)




When to use Commas

i Use them in lists of more than two.
* Red, white and blue.
* Moe, Larry and Curly
» Coffee, tea or water

K Use them in lists of two, without the “and.”
» “Erik is a handsome, intelligent man.”

Its vs. It's

¥ilts — The possessive of IT.
“The panda ate its dinner.”

MIt's — The abbreviation of “IT IS.”
“It's a wonderful day today.”




Me vs. |

iilt depends whether you're the object or subject of
the sentence.

The subject acts, the object is acted upon.

SECRET TIP ABOUT ME vs. |

viTake out “Brenda and.”

Ellie gave some cookies to me.
| went to lunch with Ellie.




Prepositions

i You can end your sentences with a preposition.
Otherwise, you’ll have sentences with which
you’ll have a hard time dealing.

“This is something up with which I shall not put!”
— Winston Churchill

Less vs. Fewer

1 Less refers to size.
¥ Fewer refers to number.

“There are fewer apples this year.”
“Yes, and they have less taste, t00.”




Further vs. Farther

i Farther has to do with length or physical
distance.

¥ Further has to do with degrees or abstract
distance.

“How much farther do we have to walk?”
“John decided to investigate further.”

Your vs. You're

1 You're — a contraction of “YOU ARE.”
i Your — possessive of YOU.

“Look out, you're going to fall off!”
“Your shoe is untied.”
“You're your mother’s daughter.”




Who's vs. whose

¥l Who's — contraction of WHO IS.
¥ Whose - possessive of WHO.

“Whose car did | just hit?”
“Who's in charge of this department?”

This one bothers malot.

¥i Allot means to distribute or give.
¥ A LOT means more than a little.

This one is tough, because it's usually just a
question of not hitting the spacebar.




Affect vs. Effect

i Affect — to influence or change
¥ Effect — the result of said change

You Can’t Dangle that Here

¥1 Dangling participles
 After rotting in the cellar for weeks, my brother
brought up some oranges.

» Having been thrown in the air, the dog caught the
stick.




Still not sure?

¥l www.dictionary.com

¥ www.thesaurus.com

i http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/grammar




