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Beaut Retire
To Bee or Not To Bee &c. 

	 f r o m  t h e  L i b r a ry  o f

	 Samuel Pepys
	 England: Cambridge, Pepys Library, Magdalene College, ms.2591.
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•AAt noon, home, and Goodgroome dined with        	
	   us, who teaches my wife to sing. 

After dinner I did give him my song ‘Beauty 
Retire’ which he has so often desired of me, and 
without flattery I think it is a very good song.”	
	           From the Diary of Samuel Pepys, December 5th, 1666

The edition of ‘Beauty Retire’ by Samuel Pepys has been typeset 
from the partial reproduction in James Tyler’s The Early Guitar: 
A History and Handbook (OUP, 1980, p. 45) and completed from 
a 1936 edition by using the melody and a bass line adapted from 
the edition’s fanciful piano accompaniment. The missing tablature 
was then realized with chord shapes and patterns used in the re-
production. The words were taken from Sir William Davenant’s 
opera Siege of Rhodes (Act iv, Sc. ii). 
	 Cesare Morelli, a domestic musician in the employment 
of Pepys, is listed as the composer of “To Bee or Not To Bee &c.”  
This edition is based on the transcription by Macdonald Emslie, 
“Pepys’ Shakespeare Song”, Shakespeare Quarterly (Volume VI, 
Spring 1955, Number 2, pp. 159–170). Emslie presents a seemingly 
accurate two-staff transcription of the fingered tablature letters, 
but does not comment on the possibility that open strings may 
also have sounded in the chords. Strum directions have been based 
on the style so regularly used in ‘Beauty Retire’. The words are de-
rived from Shakespeare’s Hamlet.

	 Rockford Mjos
	 Saint Paul, Minnesota
	 February 8, 2008
	 rockypeggy@earthlink.net
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- 2 - Pepys: Beauty Retire

*From this point the melody, bass, and figures are adapted from a 1936 edition of the piece.
   The guitar realization is based on the chords used for the earlier section.
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*From this point the melody, bass, and figures are adapted from a 1936 edition of the piece.
   The guitar realization is based on the chords used for the earlier section.
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Lyrics: William Shakespeare

Cambridge, Pepys Library, Magdalene College, MS.2591
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- 2 - Morelli: To Bee or Not To Bee &c.




