
With 13 candidates running for four open seats on the City Council, it can be dif-
ficult for voters to determine who will represent them best. To make it easier,
the Daily Press sent out questionnaires to each candidate, given them 1,000
words to explain their positions on a host of issues important to residents and
business owners, as well as shed light on their personalities. Keep reading in the
coming days as we continue to publish the responses from the rest of the pack.

Linda 
Piera-Avila
• Age: 52.
• Occupation: Home health
physical therapist.
• Marital status/children:
Married, two stepchildren.
• Your neighborhood? How
long have you lived there?
Pico Neighborhood, 28
years.
• Own or rent? Rent.

Michael
Kovac
• Age: 33.
• Occupation: Small busi-
ness advisor.
• Marital status/children:
Eligible bachelor.
• Your neighborhood? How
long have you lived there?
Sunset Park, 4 years; Pico
area before that.
• Own or rent? Own.

Ken Genser
• Age: 57.
• Occupation: City Council
member, planner.
• Marital status/children:
Single, no children.
• Your neighborhood? How
long have you lived there?  
I’ve lived on the north side
for 22 years, Santa Monica
for 36.
• Own or rent? Rent.

YOUR MODE OF TRANSPORTATION/MODEL, MAKE AND
YEAR OF YOUR RIDE?  
2008 Saab.

YOUR PASSION?  
Great design .

WHAT ARE YOU READING?  
Prim arily thin gs I en co un ter o n  m y travel aro und the
Web.

THE WATER AROUND THE SANTA MONICA PIER IS SOME OF
THE MOST POLLUTED IN THE STATE AND POSES A SIGNIFI-
CANT HEALTH RISK TO SWIMMERS. HOW DO WE CLEAN UP
THE BEACH? HOW WOULD YOU SPEND MEASURE V FUNDS?
The best way to  keep o ur o cean  and beaches clean  is to
keep run o ff fro m  reachin g it. San ta Mo n ica has pio -
n eered facilities to  divert run o ff fro m  o ur sto rm  water
system  in to  o ur sewers, where it can  be treated befo re
reachin g the sea. Iro n ically, a m ajo r co n tribu to r to  the
po llu tio n  at the pier is a fau lty diversio n  valve. It is
bein g replaced.

N ew developm en t can  and m ust be design ed to  pre-
ven t additio nal run o ff. Prop. V funds sho u ld be prio r-
itized to  create m o re facilities that direct run o ff in to
the gro und where it is n aturally filtered. Exam ples are
the recen t “green in g” o f o n e o f o ur beach parkin g lo ts
and the upco m in g “green” street dem o n stratio n  pro j-
ect.

WHATÕS A HIDDEN GEM IN THE CITY?
Am o n g the m o st beau tifu l hidden  gem s in  San ta
Mo n ica are the tho usands o f people who  vo lun teer to
help o ther people in  o ur co m m un ity. These in clude the
paren ts who  vo lun teer at o ur scho o ls, the people who
pro vide m eals and a bit o f co m pan io n ship to  tho se
who  can’t get o u t o f their ho m es, the vo lun teers who
wo rk with yo u th, the people who  help keep o ur co m -
m un ity prepared to  respo nd to  a disaster, and so  m any

YOUR MODE OF TRANSPORTATION/MODEL, MAKE AND
YEAR OF YOUR RIDE? 
These days m y preferred m o de o f tran spo rt is m y
feet, a classic 1975 Biped. Gettin g o u t and walkin g
in  San ta Mo n ica has given  m e the o ppo rtu n ity to
speak with the peo ple I ho pe to  represen t — and
keeps m y fu el co sts do wn .

YOUR PASSION? 
I’m  an  avid pho to grapher  and in tern atio n al travel-
er. I’m  a hu ge fan  o f co m bin in g tho se two  activities.

WHAT ARE YOU READING? 
The SMD P ( o f co u rse!)  and the e- m ails I’m  gettin g
fro m  the peo ple o f San ta Mo n ica who  have been
in credibly respo n sive to  m y call fo r  their  inpu t o n
the issu es that m atter  m o st to  them . These days, like
m an y, I’m  re- readin g “Freako n o m ics,” by Stephen
D u bn er  and Steven  Levitt.

THE WATER AROUND THE SANTA MONICA PIER IS SOME
OF THE MOST POLLUTED IN THE STATE AND POSES A SIG-
NIFICANT HEALTH RISK TO SWIMMERS. HOW DO WE
CLEAN UP THE BEACH? HOW WOULD YOU SPEND
MEASURE V FUNDS?
It’s n o t o n ly a m atter  o f clean in g up the beach, bu t
clean in g up the so u rce o f this po llu tio n . I see three
so lu tio n s the co u n cil sho u ld cham pio n : direct the
appro pr iate pu blic agen cies o f San ta Mo n ica to
keep the beach clean ; wo rk with su rro u ndin g
m u n icipalities to  iden tify and elim in ate the so u rces
o f the po llu tio n ; and en gage San ta Mo n ica citizen s
and visito rs alike in  an  en viro n m en tal effo rt to  keep
the beach tidy. What do  yo u , the vo ter  thin k? Let m e
kn o w at WhatSan taMo n icaWan ts.co m .

WHATÕS A HIDDEN GEM IN THE CITY? 
The o n ce ico n ic Civic Cen ter  [ Audito r iu m ] , which
ho sted The Ro llin g Sto n es, Elto n  Jo hn  and even  The

YOUR MODE OF TRANSPORTATION/MODEL, MAKE AND YEAR
OF YOUR RIDE? 
2001 green  Toyo ta Prius.

YOUR PASSION? 
All things green .

WHAT ARE YOU READING? 
“The Wild Trees,” by Richard Presto n .

THE WATER AROUND THE SANTA MONICA PIER IS SOME OF
THE MOST POLLUTED IN THE STATE AND POSES A SIGNIFI-
CANT HEALTH RISK TO SWIMMERS. HOW DO WE CLEAN UP
THE BEACH? HOW WOULD YOU SPEND MEASURE V FUNDS?
I wo u ld spend funds o n  a diversio n  pum p system  to
m ake sure that dry-weather runo ff gets to  the SMU RRF;
re-plum b the ho le in  the stro rm drain  under the pier; re-
plum b co n n ectio n s to  the SMU RRF fro m  the
Ken ter/Pico  Sto rm D rain ; and co llect runo ff fro m  the air-
po rt, filter it thro ugh the Penm ar go lf co urse in to  under-
gro und sto rage and then  use it fo r irrigatio n  thro ugho ut
the city.

WHATÕS A HIDDEN GEM IN THE CITY? 
The San ta Mo n ica YWCA’s H o using and Educatio n
Pro gram  fo r yo ung wo m en  18-22 exiting the fo ster care
system . The pro gram  pro vides selected applican ts with a
ho m e, fo od, so cial suppo rt and services while they attend
scho o l, wo rk part tim e, save fo r their future and attend
life skills classes.

HOMELESSNESS IS FAR AND AWAY OUR CITYÕS MOST PRESS-
ING ISSUE, ACCORDING TO DAILY PRESS READERS. WHAT
NEW IDEAS DO YOU BRING TO THE TABLE? DO YOU BELIEVE
CITY HALL IS ON THE RIGHT TRACK WITH ITS PLAN TO HOUSE
THE MOST VULNERABLE WHILE STILL PROVIDING GRANTS TO
SERVICE PROVIDERS? 
With the eco no m ic crises facing o ur co un try m o re peo -
ple m ay be lo sing their jo bs and ho m es and living in  their
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Al l iance  P roper t ie s  Group

From Malibu to Hollywood,
first time home-buyers to experienced investors or simply for
strategic real estate planning I am your one stop strategy shop!

“Appreciate the Difference”

naomk@cs.com (310) 502-5648

Gary Limjap
Coldwell Banker

2444 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica 90403

Your goals become my priority. 

Santa Monica Realtor for more than 
twenty years. 

www.garylimjap.com

garylimjap@earthlink.net (310) 586-0339

GABY SCHKUD
(310)586-0308

EXPERIENCE DOESMAKE A DIFFERENCE!

www.22ndstreethome.com
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Academ y Awards is o u r  diam o nd in  the
ro u gh. It’s tim e to  po lish this gem , resto re
it to  its fo rm er  glo ry, and u se it to  reflect
the cu rren t cu ltu ral n eeds o f o u r  co m m u -
n ity.

HOMELESSNESS IS FAR AND AWAY OUR CITYÕS
MOST PRESSING ISSUE, ACCORDING TO DAILY
PRESS READERS. WHAT NEW IDEAS DO YOU
BRING TO THE TABLE? DO YOU BELIEVE CITY
HALL IS ON THE RIGHT TRACK WITH ITS PLAN
TO HOUSE THE MOST VULNERABLE WHILE
STILL PROVIDING GRANTS TO SERVICE
PROVIDERS?  
As m u ch as we’d like to  so lve this issu e
o u rselves, it reaches beyo nd o u r  co m m u -
n ity as we pro vide services to  the ho m e-
less fro m  the en tire regio n . My bu sin ess
backgro u nd requ ires that we lo o k at o ther
cities that have su ccessfu l appro aches that
we can  u se in  creatin g o u r  o wn  co m pre-
hen sive so lu tio n . Fo r  in spiratio n , I lo o k to
N ew Yo rk City’s D o e Fu nd that develo ps
pro gram s to  help em po wer  ho m eless indi-
vidu als beco m e co n tr ibu tin g, wo rkin g
m em bers o f so ciety. Clo ser  to  ho m e,
Go o gle’s Pro ject Co n n ect pro vides free
lifetim e vo ice m ail to  San  Fran cisco ’s
ho m eless. We n eed to  lo o k aro u nd, iden ti-
fy the m o st su ccessfu l appro aches, and
in co rpo rate them  in to  o u r  plan s.

FAVORITE FILM AND RECORDING ARTIST? 
I’m  a big fan  o f Er ic Clapto n  and o f the
“Bo u rn e Iden tity” ser ies.

HOW DO YOU SPEND A DAY OFF IN SANTA
MONICA? 
These days it tends to  be “ho u rs o ff ”
in stead o f days o ff. The beau ty o f o u r  city
is bein g able to  do  so  m an y thin gs clo se
by. Our  pr ized Farm ers’ Markets, a stro ll
do wn  the Third Street Pro m en ade, and
catchin g as m an y su n sets as po ssible when
jo ggin g o n  the strand are a few o f m y

favo r ites.

DEVELOPMENT IS A TOPIC THAT HAS GAINED
MORE ATTENTION IN THE LAST FEW YEARS,
WITH MANY RESIDENTS COMPLAINING
ABOUT THE INCREASE IN COMMERCIAL AND
CONDO DEVELOPMENT, PARTICULARLY IN
DOWNTOWN. DO YOU BELIEVE THE NEW
LAND USE AND CIRCULATION ELEMENT PROP-
ERLY ADDRESSES CONCERNS? DOES IT GO FAR
ENOUGH TO PROTECT NEIGHBORHOODS OR
DOES IT ALLOW DENSE DEVELOPMENT WITH
BUILDINGS HEIGHTS THAT ARE TOO INTRU-
SIVE? WHAT IS YOUR STANCE ON PROP. T? DO
YOU BELIEVE IT IS A PROPER RESPONSE TO
TRAFFIC WOES?  
As the so n  o f a residen tial architect, I’m
hyper  aware o f the issu es that affect city
plan n in g. And like m o st o f m y n eighbo rs,
I’m  lo o kin g fo r  real so lu tio n s to  o u r  traf-
fic wo es. As I’ve been  speakin g with San ta
Mo n ican s, I’ve n o ticed that m an y o f them
are co n cern ed with the po ten tial effects
( bo th po sitive and n egative)  o f Pro p T.
Eco n o m ically, it sho u ldn ’t have a m ater ial
affect o n  o u r  eco n o m y fo r  the n ext 10- 15
years, bu t at the sam e tim e, it do esn ’t
fo cu s o n  redu cin g traffic so  m u ch as
redu cin g develo pm en t. We n eed to  fo cu s
o n  actu ally redu cin g traffic o n  o u r  ro ads,
beaches, and airspace.

IF YOU COULD HAVE LUNCH WITH ANY THREE
PEOPLE IN HISTORY, WHO WOULD THEY BE?
Martha Washin gto n , Mary To dd Lin co ln ,
and Elean o r  Ro o sevelt. I thin k tho se three
m ight be able to  pro vide m e with u npar-
alleled in sight in to  the thin kin g behind
histo r ical decisio n s.

LOCAL BUSINESSES PROVIDE THE MAJORITY
OF THE CITYÕS GENERAL FUND REVENUES, YET
SANTA MONICA HAS A REPUTATION FOR
BEING A DIFFICULT PLACE TO DO BUSINESS.
HOW WOULD YOU ENTICE MORE BUSINESSES,
DIFFERENT BUSINESSES, TO OPEN UP SHOP? 
I have a three-phased plan  to  elim in ate

the perceptio n  o f San ta Mo n ica as an  an ti-
bu sin ess city. First, we have to  ackn o wl-
edge the ben eficial effects that sm all bu si-
n esses can  have o n  o u r  co m m u n ity —
redu cin g traffic and o u r  en viro n m en tal
fo o tpr in t — by br in gin g bu sin esses clo ser
to  the peo ple while sim u ltan eo u sly
in creasin g tax reven u es. Seco nd, we have
to  stream lin e the actio n s requ ired to  set
up bu sin esses within  o u r  city. Fin ally, we
sho u ld actively recru it desirable bu sin ess-
es by pro m o tin g San ta Mo n ica aro u nd the
wo rld.

WHATÕS THE BIGGEST THREAT FACING THE
QUALITY OF LIFE IN SANTA MONICA?  
The qu ality o f life in  San ta Mo n ica is
go o d, and while there are n o  im m ediate
threats, we n eed dyn am ic leadership in
o rder  to  m ain tain  and enhan ce o u r  qu ali-
ty o f life.

IZZYÕS CORN BEEF SANDWICH OR A TOFU
TURKEY SANDWICH FROM CO-OPPORTUNITY?  
Perfectio n  is a breakfast sandwich at U rth,
Italian  tu n a fo r  lu n ch at Am elia’s, whatev-
er  is o n  ‘special’ fo r  din n er  at Real Fo o d
D aily, and a late- n ight sn ack at Swin gers.

DOES THE CITY NEED MORE PARKING SPACES,
OR WILL THAT JUST ATTRACT MORE DRIVERS?
WHAT INCENTIVES SHOULD THE CITY OFFER
TO GET PEOPLE OUT OF THEIR CARS?  
This qu estio n  is o n e o f the reaso n s I’m
ru n n in g fo r  the co u n cil becau se it illu s-
trates the n eed to  in vo lve the citizen s o f
o u r  city. We n eed a grassro o ts so lu tio n
with inpu t fro m  o u r  residen ts that takes
in to  acco u n t the fact that we’re accu s-
to m ed to  a lifestyle based o n  au to m o bile
u se.

FREE FORM. WHATÕS PUTTING A BURR UNDER
YOUR SADDLE?  
San ta Mo n ica has o ften  been  a leader  in
the state and even  o u r  co u n try with stro n g
en viro n m en tal, livin g wage, and residen ts

r ights in itiatives.
Bu t o u r  lead has rapidly n arro wed as

we allo w o u r  electio n  pro cess to  be co n -
tro lled by a gro up that stands in  the way
o f develo pin g a n ew gen eratio n  o f po liti-
cally in vo lved leaders and tru ly pro gres-
sive candidates.

WHAT MAKES YOU THINK YOU ARE QUALIFIED
TO RUN FOR OFFICE? 
My wo rk in  the Clin to n  White H o u se fo r
the O ffice o f N atio n al AID S Po licy and the
White H o u se Co n feren ce o n  Sm all
Bu sin ess gave m e an  u nderstandin g o f
pu blic po licy.

Advisin g sm all bu sin esses has given  m e
exper ien ce wo rkin g with diverse issu es in
differen t indu str ies with m an y stakeho ld-
ers. My effo rts to  create m o re acco u n tabil-
ity, en han ce co m m u n icatio n s, and
im pro ve respo n siven ess fo r  m y clien ts are
applicable o n  m y first day as a co u n cil-
m an .

WHAT ROLE SHOULD THE CITY COUNCIL PLAY
IN PUBLIC EDUCATION? DID THE COUNCIL
OVERSTEP ITS BOUNDARIES BY DEMANDING
CHANGES TO SPECIAL EDUCATION BEFORE
RELEASING ROUGHLY $500,00 TO THE SCHOOL
DISTRICT? IF ELECTED, WOULD YOU DEDICATE
MORE FUNDS TO THE SCHOOL DISTRICT, OR
WOULD YOU REDUCE THE CONTRIBUTION? IF
SO, BY HOW MUCH? 
The City Co u n cil sho u ld realize that
m ain tain in g a top- n o tch scho o l system  is
key to  en su r in g San ta Mo n ica’s standin g
as o n e o f the m o st desirable places to  live
and raise a fam ily.

Sim ply pu t, go o d scho o ls m ake go o d
n eighbo rho o ds by creatin g in tellectu ally
cu r io u s yo u th and en su r in g that pro perty
valu es rem ain  stable. As a co u n cil m em -
ber, edu catio n  will be o n e o f m y top pr i-
o r ities.

FROM KOVAC PAGE 3

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
! Send letters to editor@smdp.com


