
TaPRA Theatre, Performance & Philosophy Conference Meeting  

Thur 16 – Fri 17 May 2013 

Queen Mary, London University 

Performance & Mystical Experience  

Papers Schedule 

Thursday 16 May 

9.15-9.45: Coffees & Registrations 

9.45 – 10.00: Welcome  

Convenors: Eve Katsouraki (University of East London, UK), Tony Fisher (CSSD, London University, 

UK) 

Quorum Representatives Lynne McCarthy (Queen Mary, London University, UK) 

10.00 – 11.30: Panel 1 –  Theatre, Mysticism & Political Activism  

From Attention to the Descending Way: Simone Weil and Theatre  
Giuliano Campo, University of Ulster, UK 
 
Soteriology of Jerzy Grotowski 
Anna Kawalec, John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, Poland 

Performing a Sacred Role: Mysticism as Political Activism 
Catherine Tomas, Oxford University, UK 
 
11.30 – 11.45: Coffee Break 
 
11:45 – 1.15: Panel 2 – Theatrical Encounters of the Mystical 
Postsecular Theatricality 
Chris Megson, Royal Holloway, University of London, UK 
 
Epidemics and Collectivity: Another History of Plague 
Kélina Gotman, King’s College London, UK 
 
Modernism, Theatre & Mysticism 
Irum Fazal, Birkbeck College London, UK 
 
1.15 – 2.15: Lunch Break 
 
2.15 – 3.45: Panel 3 – Transcendence and Materiality 
In the Blink of an Eye: the Authenticity of Performance and the Ecstasis of Being 
Jonathan Boddam-Whetham, University of Essex, UK  
 
A Badiouan Out-Of-Body Experience 
Fred Dalmasso, University of Worcester, UK 



Performing Nonknowledge 
Kim Skjoldager-Nielsen, University of Stockholm, Sweden 
 
3.45 – 4.00: Coffee Break  
 
4.00 – 5.00: Keynote – Prof. Patrick Ffrench, King’s College London, UK 
On (Not) Having One's Feet on the Ground 
 

Friday 17 May 
9.30 – 10.00: Registrations & Coffee 
 
10.00 – 11.00: Keynote – Prof. Alan Read, King’s College London, UK 
Weak Ecstasy: Epileptic Encounters in Essex 
 
11.00 – 11.15: Coffee Break 
 
11.15 – 12.45: Panel 1 – Biopolitics & the Mystical Experience 
BiƻǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ϧ aȅǎǘƛŎŀƭ 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΥ ¢ŜǊŜǎŀ aŀǊƎƻƭƭŜǎΩ Vapor Mortis  
Gabriella Calchi – Novati, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland 
 
Transcendence Between Self and Other via Aesthetics and Performance of Liberationist Praxes 
Aaron Ellis, Florida State University, USA 
 
Witness as Martyr: the Labour of Attestation and Performance 
Amanda Stuart Fisher, CSSD, London University, UK 
 
12.45 – 1.45: Lunch Break 
 
1.45 – 3.15: Panel 2 – Space, Materiality and Political Theology 
Ritual, Mirror Neurons and Solidarity 
Joshua Edelman, CSSD, London University, UK 

 
Ψ!ƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ {ƻƭƛŘ aŜƭǘ ƛƴǘƻ !ƛǊΩΥ {ƛǘŜ-Specific Practices and Creative Destruction 
Charlotte Bell, Queen Mary, London University, UK 
 
"No Pretending": The Outside-Ins of Pearl D'Amour's How to Build a Forest  
Dan Ruppel, Brown University, USA     
 
3.15 – 4.30: Panel 3 – Performing the Mystical 
The Player of Juan Muñoz 
Seferin James, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland 
 
Performing The Apocalypse of John 
Evi Stamatiou, Performing Arts of Wessex, UK 
 
The Diagram/matic and the Mystical: Rudolf Laban and the Notation of the Moving Body 
Paola Crespi, Surrey University, UK 
 
4.30 – 4.45: Coffee Break 
 
4.45 – 5.30: Final Remarks ϧ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ  
Drinks reception at the end 


