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Q: Are you personally mentioned and concerned by the
Wikileaks documents?
Ambassador Gutman: ‘First, I cannot vouch for the reality or
authenticity of these documents. You must know that each
document that this Embassy sends to Washington has my name
at the bottom of it, but you can imagine that I did not
personally write most of them. There are even a majority which
I do not get to see.
Am I concerned? It is terribly criminal to steal classified
documents. People and processes that enable nations to deal
with one another have been jeopardized. But I am not
concerned in the sense ‘Oh my God, what are they going to
discover? ‘I am a public person who give speeches and put
them online and who say publicly what I think of Belgium.
When media refer to Belgium gaining in importance by taking
more Guantanamo detainees, it is similar to an idea I defended
publicly, although I do not think I said it in these terms.’
Q: What do you think of this practice of leaking documents?
Ambassador Gutman: ‘There are people who take big risks.
How to prevent Iran from using a nuclear bomb? To spare a
Belgian or American child this additional risk, nations must
obviously cooperate.’
Q: Will this affair complicate your daily life, and if so how and
if not why not?
Ambassador Gutman: ‘I think that one of the problems is the
twisting of statements and quotes. One needs to find them and
correct them. But it takes one second to publish them and much
longer to correct them. Governments must be frank with one
another. We have nothing to hide. But there will be a period
during which we will try to find out how this happened in order
to prevent it from happening again in the future.’

