COMMUNITY UPDATE – MAY 2014


The Agua Fría Village Association (AFVA) has been working on your behalf to make our community a better place.  This Community Update describes what actions have been taken and how YOU THE READER can help to achieve even more.  

NOTE:  The next AFVA Meeting is on the 1st Monday, June 2nd, 2014 at 6:00 p.m. at NRCC.  Agenda items will be accepted by emailing: WilliamHenryMee@aol.com.  This is a full and exciting meeting; see more in item #1 below --- Please Come!   

QUICK Announcements:
1. Things we will cover at Monday’s AFVA meeting at NRCC are:

- State Representative Luciano “Lucky” Varela (District 48-D) will join us to talk about the past legislative session and the status of the state’s budget.  This is the first formal opportunity for Agua Fria Village residents to meet the Representative at the NRCC, so we hope you take advantage of that.  We would really like to see a good turnout of people from Precinct 66, which switched from Rep. Jim Trujillo’s District 45 to the District 47 in the 2010 Redistricting (boundaries are basically Siler Road on east, Cerrillos Road on south, Santa Fe River on north and Jemez Road on west). 

Representative Varela is particularly interested in hearing our Capitol Outlay needs for Village improvements and infrastructure, and our long range plans for making the Village a better place to live.

- Community meeting with Mayor Gonzales (For more information see item #13 below).
- Report of Charlie Gonzales on Mayor’s Transition Team. 
- Jake Barrow (231-5408) of Cornerstones on Agua Fria Gateway Monument (For more information see item #14 below).

2. Construction is Commencing at Old Agua Fria School 
SFPS district personnel and HB Construction will be presenting the construction/demolition schedule during a brief parking lot meeting on Monday June 9 at 5:30 p.m.  Nearby landowners should attend.  To learn more contact: 

Shirley McDougall, Property Asset Manager, Santa Fe Public Schools

Office 505.467.3443 Cell 505.699.4369 smcdougall@sfps.info
3. Santa Fe County Treasurer Patrick Varela and Solid Waste Manager Olivar Barela asked us to pass this on to folks in the Agua Fria area who asked them to monitor this situation for them.  On Tuesday May 27th, the Board of County Commissioners passed an Ordinance removing the expiration date on Landfill Permits (the punch cards).  So that if you buy the 24 trip punch  permit it will last for all 24 trips and not expire on the end of the fiscal year June 30th (which was usually extended to July 31st anyway). 

4. Michael Bergt is installing the top half of the mosaic (Tribute to the Elders) on the Santa Fe River walk (also look for history interpretive panels along the walk). 
5. NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH UPDATE: 

About eight cars were burglarized on Agua Fria Street in the 5000-6000 block by Charlie Bentley Drive.  The following day (5-25) 21 year old David Rivera was stopped on a traffic violation and arrested when items from the burglaries were in his car.   
If you are seeing suspicious activity, call the Sheriff's non-emergency number at: 428-3720.  Remember this is how over 80% of the crimes are solved.  
Help Promote Safe and Sober Celebrations

Sheriff Robert Garcia, City of Santa Fe Deputy Chief John Schaerfl, Captain Ted Collins of N.M. State Police, and Director Tim Johnson of Special Investigation Division, N.M. Public Safety Department; all of the Santa Fe Prevention Alliance sent a letter to all Neighborhood Associations asking them that all underage drinking be reported to them by way of 911.  Because this is a time for graduation parties, they will be vigilant around large family celebrations using night vision and party crashers to look for under 21 drinkers.  This is a part of the “Nice Guys/Gals Go To Jail” campaign.  Celebrations advertised on social media will also be scrutinized.
Advisory: SCAM ALERT

An individual is calling people stating they are with N.M. State Police and giving the name of Officer Barry Miller, Nick Miller or Derrick Miller.  People being called are asked to contact an attorney by the name of Jack Conway in regards to a lawsuit.  The caller is advising that if they do not call Jack Conway within 13 minutes an officer from State Police will going to their residence to arrest them.  The amount the caller is demanding is $799.00. 

This is a scam, do not send anyone money and do not give out credit card information.

New Mexico State Police Officers will never ask for money from anyone and are not allowed to accept money.  This is a scam, do not send anyone money and do not give out credit card information.  For full details, https://local.nixle.com/alert/5206571/?sub_id=246403.  

6. Hold These Future Dates (Mark Your Calendar):
- Crops are planted, flowers are blooming and El Rancho de las Golondrinas is coming to life, in time to celebrate the opening of the museum for general admission on June 1st, as well as the 43rd annual Spring Festival & Children's Fair on Saturday and Sunday, June 7 & 8, from 10 am - 4 pm.  On June 8th Coro de Agua Fria under the direction of Rubel “Mel” Gallegos will lead the processional of San Isidro into the fields.  This is a unique opportunity for families to see the traditional way farmers paid homage to ensure rains and adequate acequia waters for the crops. El Rancho de las Golondrinas, 334 Los Pinos Road, 505.471.2261 www.golondrinas.org.

- Traditional Communities Collaborative on the Santa Fe River meets 2nd Thursday of month (6-12 at 10 a.m. La Cienega Community Center on Camino San Jose)
- Two Good Eats for Solar:
Eat out at the first Sol Not Coal DINE to DONATE event of the summer at the delicious Osteria D'assisi (58 S Federal Pl, Santa Fe, NM 87501) for dinner June 3rd (5:00 PM - 8:00 PM) or for lunch June 6th (11:00 AM - 3:00 PM) and 12% of your meal will go directly to solarizing three vital community organizations - Tewa Women United, Monte Vista Farms, and the Nancy Rodriguez Community Center here in Agua Fria.
- National Trails Day is June 7, 2014.  City of Santa Fe has events on their website.
7. You can do more to contribute to Solarizing Santa Fe and the NRCC! 

Go to our “Indiegogo Sol Not Coal” campaign (https://www.indiegogo.com/projects/sol-not-coal) to watch, donate, and share our video with 10 of your friends!  New Energy Economy is solarizing the Nancy Rodriguez Community Center which will reduce energy use and enable Santa Fe County to repurpose funds previously used on electricity bills to critical community services and programs.

The Sol Not Coal campaign is by NEW ENERGY ECONOMY 343 East Alameda, Santa Fe, New Mexico, 87501; (505)989-7262 http://newenergyeconomy.org/ Email them at newenergyeconomy@gmail.com.
8. AFVA Memberships Due for 2014 ($25).

Thank you to all that have paid their annual memberships, we actually have gotten some new members and some returning members which haven’t renewed in a couple of years.  If you haven’t paid, please send a check for $25 payable to:  “Agua Fria Village Association”

Mail to: c/o William Mee, 2073 Camino Samuel Montoya, Santa Fe, NM  87507.  
What do you get for your money?

The short answer is that is really up to you and if you participate in meetings you can steer the direction the organization takes in addressing issues important to your quality of life.  The long answer is that the organization is working to make the Village a better place and our accomplishments are listed on our Annual Report that can be found at this website: https://www.facebook.com/groups/249299328461189/676060409118410/.
9. Art Montoya tells us that his well just south of the Santa Fe River and just west of the community water tank had its “standing water” measured by the N.M. Environment Department in February.  He measured it again on May 13, 2014 (the day after the River stopped running) and the measurement was up 6 feet.   Amen to recharge by a living river!
10.  The KITCHEN is open at Plants of the Southwest:

We ate at The Kitchen at Plants of the Southwest about three times this season and it has been great.  The Kitchen is open 11:30 to 2:30 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday.  
 
The proprietor, Olive, tells us: “we hope to delight you with our vegetarian prix fixe menu, desert and baked goods, various cool drinks + hot beverages, and all around lovely atmosphere and company.  Look for photos on our new website:  http://thepswkitchen.tumblr.com.  Please call our meal hotline to hear the daily menu: 505-465-9535.  Hope to see you soon!”

11. News of the Cementerio de la Agua Fria: 

Eutimio “Tim” Ortiz has just completed and installed (at his own expense) a 27 foot tall cross for the Cementerio de la Agua Fria.  The cross replaces the 50-year-old wooden cross donated by Ambrosio Chavez † in memory of his parents (the carved but weathered cross was returned to the Chavez Family).  Tim’s cross is a 27 foot tall steel structure of a black cross with a second smaller copper cross offset in front of it.  It truly is a work of art.  Robert Rodriguez donated his wrecker to raise the cross into place and Larry Montoya of L&M Concrete donated ½ the cost of the concrete to set it in place.   
12. Santa Fe Community Farm Update:
SUNDAY, JUNE 8, NOON-2 p.m. HEADS UP: well really, tomato seeds up !!!!!!!!!

 

Watch for our special early Farm Stand as a fundraiser for the Farm; as they get big enough, we will be having a Farm Stand in a few weeks, just to sell lovingly started an personally pampered tomato plants.  Most are part of my special project finding the darkest purple heirloom varieties, high in nutrients: Indigo Rose, Purple Calabasa, Purple Russian, Japanese Trifele....

We also have Yellow Pear, Pineapple Tomatoe,Mexico Midget, and more surprises.  Come get some great tomato plants and support the Community Farm.  Can’t wait to see you all again, Nina.

JOB OPPORTUNITY: Volunteer Coordinator
Come Work for Santa Fe Community Farm!
Job includes orienting and directing volunteers on the farm; recruiting contacting, and confirming volunteers.  Working in the field and minimal computer work.
40-48 hours a month; June-October.  Must be: friendly, detail oriented and strong.
Please email us at: feedsantafe@gmail.com and tell us a little about yourself.

May is well underway here on the farm and it has been an exciting month to say the least.  We've had volunteers coming from both near and far to ensure the vitality of the farm.  In the past three weeks Agua Fria Elementary, Saint Michael's, Capital High and Santa Fe Community College students all spent time here, as well as hard working individuals assisting in getting seeds in the soil, cleaning up the grounds and fixing things that just needed to be fixed.

In the past 3 months we've had volunteers from Missouri, Texas, Mass., Iowa just to name a few. Many of them participating in alternative spring breaks.  I would like to take a moment to express our gratitude to everyone who has donated their time, energy, and resources and continues to make The Santa Fe Community Farm an important part of our greater community.   
This is also a call-out to any one who has been thinking about coming out to the farm to volunteer.  We need you.  We have a lot of work to be done and not many of us to do it.  If you have any free time and are itching to put your hands in the earth we have lots for you to do.

As of today we have: kale, chard, spinach, lettuce, peas, radish, carrots, beats, onions, beans, broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage, asparagus, strawberries, raspberries, and garlic in the ground.
    
Most recently we were visited by The Great March For Climate Action (www.facebook.com/ClimateMarch.com). They are a mobile community marching from L.A. to D.C. and chose our farm to as a location to rest, share a meal, and have a lecture.  A great group of people walking across the country and spending time in our area to get their word out.  It was an honor and a pleasure to get to share a meal and spend time with our mobile neighbors.

We are looking forward to seeing you our here on the farm with us.  We have much more to do and as always are looking forward to your participation.  Farm hours are Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, and Sat. 9:30-1.  It is always wise to give us a call if you are coming out and we look forward to hearing from you.  Have a Farmtastic Month,
Sally Sullivan, Volunteer Coordinator, Farm Phone:  505-983-3033.
13. CONTINUED FROM NUMBER 1 ABOVE.
Honorable Mayor Javier Gonzales
City of Santa Fe
P.O. Box 909
Santa Fe, NM 87504-0909

Dear Javier,

Thank you for allowing me to meet with you yesterday at the Mayor's Town Hall over the many issues Agua Fria Village shares with being your neighbor. I am carbon copying the officers of the Agua Fria Village Association and Acequia Agua Fria to let them know of this event.

We agreed that we should arrange a broader night-time (after work) meeting with the greater community of Agua Fria residents who may need some assistance in resolving long standing issues (road, sewer, water, neighborhood watch, trash, annexation, etc.). You will request the needed Department heads to answer Village residents concerns. I and the other officers will advertise the potential meeting (and later the actual date) to collect the concerns of residents.

I estimate that this process will take about 30 days.  Once again, thanks for your willingness to listen to us.

Sincerely,


William H. Mee, President 
Agua Fria Village Association
Acequia Agua Fria

---So who wants to go? Contact William at 473-3160 or any officer of the AFVA.
14. CONTINUED FROM NUMBER 1 ABOVE.
So Jake Barrow (231-5408) at Cornerstones needs a licensed Contractor from Agua Fria Village to oversee the pouring of concrete, installation of signs, laying of adobes, and the compacting of crusher fines.  Must be willing to work with community volunteers and student interns from the Santa Fe Community College studying adobe technology.
15. Minutes Review: 

Please review the AFVA minutes of the last few meetings at: 

http://aguafriavillage.ning.com/forum/topics/review-the-afva-meeting-minutes-for-the-latest-meetings-in-2013.

NEXT AFVA MEETINGS:

2014 schedule:

First Monday, except as noted: June 2, July 7 (Tuesday 8th Monday 14th), August 4, September 8 (Labor Day is the 1st), October 6 (Columbus Day is13th), November 3, and December 1st.

Call William Mee at 473-3160 (WilliamHenryMee@aol.com) to be placed on Agenda. ---Thanks for reading this (and do pass it on or post the schedule on your refrigerator).  

Meetings are at the Nancy Rodriguez Community Center, #1 Prairie Dog Loop and start promptly at 6:00 p.m.  We end at 8:00 p.m. or earlier.  Two hours is a small investment in YOUR community.  

Please share this Community Update with others in the community who do not have email; especially the elders and people who are “shut-in”---print out a copy and share it.  Send a TEXT alert about important issues.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++

Don’t forget to join our own Agua Fria Village group at:

http://aguafriavillage.ning.com/   Go to the “Forum” section and there are a number of files posted there; or at FaceBook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/249299328461189/
Or join the Nextdoor site: https://aguafriavillagethc.nextdoor.com/login/?next=/news_feed/

+++++++++++END+++++++++++
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