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NC Natural Heritage Program 
ÅWithin NC DENR 

ÅFounded in 1976 

ÅPart of an international network 
NatureServe 

ÅPartnership focus 

ÅNon-regulatory 

 



Three major Program functions: 

1. Inventory 

2. Share Information 

3. Support  

 Conservation  



We track Rare Species 
        Natural Heritage Element Occurrences (NHEO) 

 
Å Plants 

Å Vascular & non-vascular 

Å Terrestrial and aquatic 

Å Animals 

Å Vertebrate & invertebrate  

Å Terrestrial & aquatic 



We track Natural Communities 
      Natural Heritage Element Occurrences (NHEO) 

 
NC Classification of 
Natural Communities  

(4th approx., 2012) 

 

340 types are currently 
tracked 

 

Also special animal 
assemblages and 
habitats  

 


