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PresidentÕs Message

Dear MEMO Members and Friends,

The holiday season is over and we have settled
back into our routines while doing our best to stay
warm. These cold January days can be daunting
even for the hardiest folks. If you look carefully
though, youÕll notice that each day brings just a
little more light. The days are indeed getting
longer, which means that spring is not too far off.

For many of us, one of the post-holiday tasks is the
writing of thank-you notes, to acknowledge the
thoughtfulness of family and friends. Often we
write to express our sincere gratitude. And then
there are those that call upon our diplomatic skills,
when we attempt to acknowledge the intent of a
gift Ð as in ÒDear Aunt Matilda,
The barking stapler is so very uniqueÉÓ

As school library media and technology
professionals, we also need to remember to
acknowledge the assistance and support of our
colleagues and coworkers. Times are tough out
there, on a variety of levels, and it can be easy to
get on the slippery slope of ÒainÕt it awful?Ó ItÕs
good for us, as well as good PR for our profession
to consider those who help us out and to thank
them for it Ð ideally with a written note.

Several years ago, I was feeling down about the
number of calls I needed to make to parents of my
students to report on such crimes as missing
homework and tardiness to class. A very wise
principal suggested that I try to fit in one positive

call for every three difficult ones. So, after three
go-rounds with ÒArturo really needs to do his
homework Ð and bring it to classÓ, IÕd call the
home of a student to report what was going well Ð
the class contributions, the excellent test or the
regularly completed homework. It worked. For one
thing, I didnÕt get bogged down in what wasnÕt
going well. For another, those positive calls paid
unexpected dividends. Both the families and the
kids appreciated them. Additionally, the positive
behaviors of my students seemed to increase. In
subsequent years, I continued this practice by
periodically sending out Ò a note from schoolÓ
postcards to acknowledge the good things that
students were doing. I found that I underestimated
how important it is for us to hear that we are doing
something right. Those random phone calls and
occasional postcards had considerable value for
my students and for their families, particularly for
those students and families who seldom heard
good news from school           (continued on p. 4)
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Making Digital Photography Part of Your
Technology Experience

Some teachers and students in Park Rapids and
White Earth are busy viewing their environment
through the lens of a camera.  With a donation
of twenty-four digital cameras from Olympus
and a grant from the University of MinnesotaÕs
Sustainable Partnerships program Steve
Maanum and Joe Courneya are working with
interested staff to integrate nature photography
into the curriculum - no matter what grade level
or subject area.  Ardis JohnsonÕs eighth grade
geography students have been studying the five
themes of geography in class and then
photographing examples of the themes as they
pertain to the Park Rapids area.  With the
consent and cooperation of city officials, the
students are redesigning the cityÕs web site. An
extension of the photography project at each
pilot school includes an in-depth study of wood
ducks.  Fifty wood duck nesting boxes will be
built at each of the two schools and then placed
by area wetlands.

Cameras will be put inside a few of the boxes
for the purpose of monitoring and documenting
the steps of egg-laying, incubating, hatching,
and leaping from the nests next spring.  With the
use of technology the live-feed should be
available for any school across the country to
receive the signal in their classroom.

Steve is a retired fifth grade teacher from Park
Rapids who still works to connect kids to nature
through his writing, photography, and his school
presentations called, ÒGetting in Touch with
Nature.Ó  Joe is a University of Minnesota
Extension Educator and Assistant Professor
with the American Indian Youth 4-H program.
They have teamed up on the project to integrate
nature photography into the curriculum as part
of their ÒNo Child Left InsideÓ efforts.  All
activities are linked to MN Educational
Standards and MN 4-H Life Skills.

Teacher Ardis Johnson commented, "Using
photography as a tool for teaching
geography is exciting.! I'm looking forward
to having my eighth graders participate in a
project that will connect our classroom
learning to the community.! Watching the
students take photographs that demonstrate
the five themes of geography as they apply
to Park Rapids gives me a renewed sense of
purpose, as a teacher.! By having the city
administrator agree to let the students use
their photos to update the city's web site
gives them the feeling that they are
contributing to the perception of our area.!
Thanks for introducing cameras to our
curriculum." If you are interested in having
Steve come in to talk to your students about
nature and how he uses the camera as a
researching tool for his writing, or if you want
to know more about the digital photography
workshops Steve and Joe conduct for teachers,
4-H leaders, and other youth group leaders,
contact them for further information.
courn003@umn.edu
sdmaanum@unitelc.com

MEMO Calendar

MEMO board meeting, January 30-31, St.
Cloud

Library Legislative Day, March 25, St. Paul.

October 1-3, Fall Conference, Rochester

MEMO Calendar
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Little Brother and creepy tree houses : A
book review

ÒWith the passage of
the Patriot Act of 2009,
all electronic
communication devices
used in schools will
have a Mind Police
chip that automatically
sends logs to the
schoolÕs office of
testing and assessment,

the vice-principalÕs office, and the Department
of Homeland Security for data-mining. Of
course, all students have discovered how to
disable the chips.Ó Turning the Page (E-books
and their impact on libraries) School Library
Journal, November 2004. <http://www.doug-
johnson.com/dougwri/turning-the-page-e-
books.html>

I recently read Cory Doctorow's intriguing
book Little Brother (free download
<http://craphound.com/littlebrother/download/
>). !Authored by a former director for the
Electronic Freedom Foundation, the book is a
cautionary/action/YA novel about a young San
Francisco hacker pursued by the Department
of Homeland Security after the Bay Bridge
suffers a 9/11-type attack. Caught in their
sweep, detained and humiliated by security
officers, and concerned for a friend who was
not released from "Gitmo-by-the-Bay,"
Marcus uses his hacking and gaming skills to
foil the heavy-booted authoritarianism that
descends on his city.

Doctorow's Department of Homeland Security
villains are intriguing. No monstrous Ian
Fleming psychos here, but the post-graduation
"good" sorority and fraternity Buffys and Kips
from Animal House and Revenge of the Nerds.
These are the same Young Republicans sent to
rebuild Iraq and run WÕs Department of
Justice. Clean-cut patriots who Doctorow has
very believably water boarding Americans,
patriotically and without remorse. Very scary
indeed.

The technology Marcus's near-future school
uses is fascinating as well. His heavily
monitored school laptop well fits into the
category of a "creepy tree house" technology -
a term I've just recently stumbled across. One
of the term's definitions is: !n. any system or
environment that repulses a target user due to
its closeness to or representation of an
oppressive or overbearing institution.

Marcus, of course, simply boots his machine
with a monitor-free OS from a flash-drive to
avoid unauthorized use detection. He avoids
the "gait-recognition" software of his school's
video monitors by putting pebbles in his shoes.
He and his friends create their own network
using GameBoy-like devices running an OS
called ParanoidLinux and unsecured wireless
networks around the city. I suspect it will be
the adult readers, not teens, that will be
amazed by any of these "hacks."

There is no political subtlety about this book.
It's an outright condemnation of the fear tactics
used by current politicians. Doctorow
effectively argues that the terrorists win when
we lose our personal Constitutional freedoms.
It makes a great companion novel to
Anderson's YA novel Feed. In Feed, the teens
are controlled by their digital networks; in
Little Brother, the teens use the network to
fight against control.

And it's fun and fast-paced. Buy it (or
download it) for your YA fiction readers. And
maybe slip it to any security obsessed tech
directors you know.

Oh, I found it interesting that while Little
Brother is a Creative Commons download in a
host of e-book formats, but Amazon does not
sell the book for its Kindle. It was DoctorowÕs
decision not to Ò... license my work for
playback on devices with DRM.Ó (Digital
Rights Management)

Doug Johnson, Mankato

(cover image from Amazon.com)
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PresidentÕs column, continued

I suspect that the adults we interact with are no
different - we all need and respond to recognition.
It is good personally and organizationally. So take
some time make a list of your Òprofessional
blessingsÓ and then endeavor to thank the people
involved. Write a note to the vendor who gave you
extra bookmarks and posters. Or to the principal
who found some extra money to fund a library or
technology need. And to the legislator who is
trying to make a difference for Minnesota students.
Thank them for yourself. Thank them on behalf of
our profession. Thank them for MEMO. You will
be surprised at the results.
Wishing you all a happy and productive 2009.
Wishing you many random acts of thanks.

Leslie Yoder
MEMO President 2008-2009

MEMO 2009 Fall Conference
October 1-3  ~  Rochester

The Fall 2009 MEMO Conference is October
1-3 at the Mayo Civic Center in downtown
Rochester.

The Mayo Civic Center is the largest event
facility in Southern Minnesota.! This
versatile venue provides!flexibility,
accessibility, state-of-the-art technology, and
service to ensure the success of any meeting
or large!event.! Some of the conveniences at
Mayo Civic Center include:

¥ Meeting rooms and an
exhibit/banquet hall on one level

¥ Skyway to downtown hotels,
restaurants, parking, and shopping

¥ Mayo Park - an 11 acre park adjacent
to meeting rooms

Be watching for information about keynote
speakers and presentation proposals in future
issues of MEMORandom and online.

Contact: Mary Alice Anderson
(maryalicea@mac.com) or Doug Johnson
doug0077@gmail.com

MINITEX Reference Service upcoming
webinars

For more information or to register go to
http://www.minitex.umn.edu/events/training/we
binars.asp.

DISCovering Collection: January 21, 9:00 -
10:00 a.m.

Business Source Premier Basics: January 21,
3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Keeping Current with ProQuest Newsstand
Complete: Using the Smart Search Feature:
January 29, 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.

EBooks and NetLibrary: January 30, 11:00 -
12:00 p.m.

EBSCO's MasterFILE Premier Basics:
February 2, 3:00 - 4:00 p.m.
                                                                         
ProQuest Newsstand Complete Advanced:
February 10, 1:00 - 2:00 p.m
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2009 Library Legislative Platform

 
State Telecommunications Funding for Schools and Libraries

!  MLA/MEMO supports a $5,750,000 increase in FY 10 and an additional $1,000,000 increase in FY
11 for K-12 school telecommunication and Internet connectivity for a total appropriation of $9.5M in
FY 10 and $10.5M in FY 11 to equalize costs to districts across the state for a basic level of service.

!  MLA/MEMO supports continued funding to public libraries at $2.3M each year through the Regional
Library Telecommunications Aid (RLTA) program.

 
Public Library MOE Reform

!  MLA/MEMO supports the recommendations of the MN Library Funding Committee on changes to
current Maintenance of Effort laws regarding libraries.

Regional Library Basic System Support

!  MLA/MEMO supports maintaining the current RLBSS grant to support increased delivery,
technology, access to information, programs and services delivered by local public libraries
throughout Minnesota.

 
Multitype Library System Support

!  MLA/MEMO supports Multitype Library System grant to support efficiencies gained through public,
school, academic, and special library collaboration.

 
MINITEX / MnLINK

!  MLA/MEMO supports maintaining the current base budget of MINITEX funding at $5.6M for each
year of the biennium.

!  MLA/MEMO supports an allocation of $157,000 over the biennium for the MnLINK Gateway
required software upgrades in FY2011.  This upgrade is necessary to insure effective technology for
resource sharing in Minnesota.
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Braille and Talking Book Library 

¥ MLA/MEMO supports funding levels for the Braille and Talking Book Library that insure vital
services and programs are readily available to the vision impaired

State Technology Standards

!  MEMO/MLA supports the finalization and adoption of the state technology standards to insure
student success.

Early Learning and Literacy

!  MLA/MEMO supports funding for programs in early learning and literacy, particularly programs
which use the resources and expertise of libraries across the state.

Increase in general education funding formula (New Minnesota Miracle)

!  MEMO/MLA supports a significant general education formula increase for all schools such as that
represented by the New Minnesota Miracle.

Local Government Aid / County Program Aid and levy limits

!  MLA/MEMO supports an increase for LGA/CPA as these programs provide significant financial
support for local library services.

!  MLA supports the removal of all levy limits on local governments.
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Educational Printed Materials

MEMOrandom is published monthly except in June,
July and August by the Minnesota Educational Media
Organization, MEMO/D.Sylte, PO Box 130555
Roseville, MN 55113-0005 under the auspices of the
Communications Committee.

Submissions to the newsletter may be sent to Mary
Alice Anderson, MEMOrandom Editor. Send to
Maryalicea@mac.com
Submissions in MS word processing are particularly
welcome.

ISSN number: 1542-3689

MEMOÕs phone AND fax number:  651-771-8672


