Aid Shipment

b]

PeaceWorks’ 556th Nicaragua
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“open the sky over this country so flooded in tears”

Join Our 55th Leap of Faith
10 AM — 4 PM Saturday, May 2

United Presbyterian Church, 525 East Front St., Plainfield, NJ

Our Journey
of Sharing
and

' - Friendship

Our work in Nicaragua began during the 1980's
and continues with hopes andedms
inspired by the sacrifice and example of our partners
in Nicaragua. W are fortunate to work with
Nicaraguan non-governmentalganizations that translate our
good intentions and assistance into life affirming services
and pojects. Our aid not only helps peopébuild their lives
and communities, it sustains a people's hope
— a lullaby for a country so flooded in tears —
as beckoned by Nicaraguan poet Gioconda Belli.

Here are some glimpses of how our Nicaraguan partners put
our aid to work, how we ganize our aid collections in New
Jerseyand how you can take part in fun, sweat, and sharing.

A Leap of Faith. Each shipment begins with a leap of faith that
we will collect enough aid to fill a 45 foot cargo container, that
we will raise the $10,000 to pay overall shipment expenses, and
that the aid will get to our friends in Nicaragua. The folks in
the picture above (Jim Walker, Ray Manahan, and Guy Talbot)
are taking a break from loading last October at United
Presbyterian Church, part of the effort that starts with people
clearing out their closets, students gathering school supplies,
and ambulance corps workers collecting crutches and walkers;
ending with the aid keeping kids in school or playing ball,
allowing young women to leave glue sniffing and exploitation
for independent lives and brighter futures, enabling
Nicaraguans to rebuild their communities and livelihoods,
sharing hope and sustenance. Our aid affirms life and
community, bringing life to hopes, and dreams, and futures.

(Photosabove:Benignoof Inhijambiadisplaysa freezersentin
a shipment,allowing a youngwomanto sell frozengoodsto
earn money; A FEDICAMP organic garden that could use
tools from our shipmentspikescollectedby Jim Viroscoawait
loading; MASINFAG Irene Ortiz standingin a classoom, part
of a newprogramto teachbuilding tradesthat needstools and
equipment;shipmentdiehards in front of the loaded October
18, 2008 cargo container after a long day of packing and
packingand.... Below: BrandonFriebur and MichaelMcCabe
take a beak while loading the October car containe

Our Nicaraguan Partners. Masaya Without Frontiers, or
MASINFA, distributes aid to groups throughout Masaya and
puts our desks, file cabinets, typewriters, computer systems,
sporting goods, and more to work in their offices, technical

school and other programs.
Inhijambia works with
Managua's street children,

putting our aid to work on the
streets providing clothing and
hygiene supplies to the youths;
in their offices training youths
on donated sewing machines and
computers; in their independent
living sites offering young
people the household supplies
with which to start a new life — their staff is fearless, the kids’
stories heartbreaking, the results inspiring — utilizing every
scrap of aid donated by so many. The Masaya Women®
Collective and Axayacatl Masaya (a new women’s group) use
school supplies for literacy sessions, give our tools to women
involved in projects to enable women to grow food for their
families, for self-sufficiency and independence, while bicycles
enable literacy trainers to reach rural communities and help
women market their goods. Our newest partner, FEDICAMP ,
puts our tools and other supplies to work re-greening
Nicaragua, protecting watersheds, planting organic gardens,
and fostering an integrated, community agriculture of life.
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School Supplies

After years of government
neglect leaving many people
unable to read and write, the
\ new Nicaraguan leadership
has renewed efforts to fight
illiteracy and make education
accessible for all. Help by
sending school supplies — notebooks, pens and pencils,
crayons, paper, rulers, colored pencils, scissors, water
color paints, and more. Scour your home and ask your

neighbors for unused supplies. Look for sales at office
supply stores. Gather materials at yard sales. Involve
schools, religious organizations, girl/boy scout troops, and
civic groups. We are also collecting books in Spanish for
MASINFA’s library. In the picture to the left, a young boy
writes Ol want to change my life.O in an Inhijambia
literacy class held in a former police holding pen once
used to contain other huelepaga’s or glue-sniffing young
people and now used by Inhijambia to help restore them to
a secure, safe, and productive place in Nicaraguan society.
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FEDICAMP, works to re-green

northern Nicaragua where rivers are
dying and water tables are falling due
to deforestation. Collect rakes,
shovels, pitch forks, and other garden
tools to help them fight global
warming. The women’s
organizations use the above tools in
their model farm programs, helping
women gain economic independence.

Bring on the Bikes

We will accept bicycles in good
condition — please, no rusty relics.

New Guidelines on
Packing Aid Supplies

We needto take stepsto help avoid
the theft of our aid supplieswhile in
Nicaraguan customs. So here are
some new procedures. Use generic
boxesor boxesthat do not indicate
that valuable items might be inside.
Do notwrite downthe contentsonthe
boxesN attach an inventory Other
guidelinesremain the same.Try not
to mix itemssuchastoolswith school
supplies. Pack boxes tightly. Put
summerclothingin smallplasticbags
N we pack them betweenthe hooks

and crannies to better utilize space.

Our Next Shipment
October 3, 2009

(earlier than usual)

Computers

MASINFA uses computers we send
in their techincal school and offices,

and gives others to community
organizations in their region. This
photo shows their computer
classroom — party empty as they do
not have up-to-date computers.
Please donate Pentium IV’s or
newer. Sendonly completecomputer
systemsn goodworking order N no
old monitors N flat screens are
better Inhijambia uses teaches girls
and boys skills on computers from
our shipments donated to Inhijambia.

Help On The Loading Day
Please come to the United
PresbyterianChurch in Plainfield on
May 2 to help us pack boxes, stuff
bagsof clothing, and load the cargo
container We need volunteers to
work from 10 in the morninginto the
evening. If you knowof a church or
scout group, bring them to help.
United Presbyterianprovidesus with
the spaceto work and rest, along
with a great lunch and plenty of
coffee. It is a wonderful day to
accompanyso many people packing
so much stuff, all eventuallyasking
the samequestionN will we be able
to get all of the stuff into the cargo
container Call Jim Burchell at (973)
765-9102 to let us know you are
coming. Visit www.peaceworks.org
to learn more details on how to help
collect, pack, label, and load.

Sports
Equipment

Nicaraguans love
~ baseball, to put it

= lightly. Soccer is
~~ preferred in some
areas. Basketball
- is played on many
~ street corners.
Volleyball is
The desire is there

enjoyed by many.
— for people of all ages, for girls and
boys, women and men — but they
often lack the basic supplies. Think
of all the unused sports supplies
throw away by community sports

leagues and by school athletic
departments. Think of all the bats,
balls, gloves, and other equipment
collecting dust in people’s garages,
closet’s, and basements. Well, go out
and gather them, putting them to
good use. The boy in the picture
aboveis using a stick for a baseball
batN let@sendhim and manyothers
real bats, balls, gloves, and neor

General Aid Supplies
air conditioners and fans,
garden and carpentry tools
household and kitchen items,
summer clothing, toys

Office Supplies &
Equipment
file cabinets, folders, paper, desks

Medical Supplies
vitamins, aspirin, first aid items,
wheelchairs, crutches
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