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In this issue, we look forward to National Poetry Month, but also back to                           
the National School Walkout and March for Our Lives events and, through a                         
series of photos, show how they affected some of our schools and                       
communities. Of course, we have plenty of book recommendations and                   
exciting announcements, too. Finally, we pay tribute to a long time NEATE                       
leader, Paul H. Magoon.    

Thank you Cathy Nicastro, Courtney Nugent, Carrie Salvato, Elena                 
Kazienko, Dana Huff, Lynn Leschke, Joe Santa Maria, Michael O’Sullivan,                   
Sarah Lefebvre, and Ann Garland West for your contributions to this edition.                       
Special thank you to Beth Herman-Davis for your service to the newsletter. 
 

Our next issue will be sent in late August. If you would like to contribute                             
or have announcements to include, email neatenews@gmail.com.  
 

Rob Ford 
Interim Editor 
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In Celebration of National Poetry Month 

 

Select Poetry Resources 

By Cathy Nicastro 

NEATE Executive Secretary 

 

National Poetry Month is upon us and there               
is a wide range of very good material online                 
for teachers and students. Hereƀs a           
sampling. Share your recommendations       
and your tips for teaching poetry with             
@NEATEofEnglish and #NEATE. 
 
ƁVillage VoiceƂ is a recurring feature on             
Boston Public Radio. Poet Laureate Richard           
Blanco appears in this monthly radio series             
to read and talk about a poem or two. The                   
discussion is a great model for talking             
about poems and his readings are           
insightful. You can listen to the latest             
episode here or Google ƁWGBH + Village             
VoiceƂ to browse all of the episodes. 
 
Poetry in America is an upcoming series             
created by public television. A trailer and             
several blogs, videos and clips from the             
show are on their site, where you can also                 
sign up for their newsletter.  
 
Poetry Foundation offers several podcasts,         
audio recordings of poems, a searchable           
collection of poetry, and teaching tools,           
including ƁTeach This Poem.Ƃ  
 
Geraldine R. Dodge Poetry Program has a             
page with links to resources, including           
some of those listed above, plus Scholastic,             
Poetry Out Loud, Edutopia and more.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Academy of American Poets spearheads 
the poetry month celebration and you can 
find lots of materials and information about 
poetry month festivities on its website. You 
can order a free copy of the poetry month 
poster, find materials for poem in your 
pocket day, and browse hundreds of 
poems.  
 
Poetry Everywhere provides videos of poets           
reading their own poetry. The list of poets               
and poems is wide-ranging and the videos             
are high quality. 
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https://news.wgbh.org/2018/03/14/local-news/poet-richard-blanco-examines-destiny-chance-and-immigrant-experience
http://www.poetryinamerica.org/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/
http://dodgepoetry.org/
http://www.poets.org/
http://pbs.org/wgbh/poetryeverywhere
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Poetry Books of Interest 
 

 
 
The 100 Best African-American Poems         
(edited by Nikki Giovanni) is a diverse             
collection with a fabulous CD. Many of the               
poems youƀd expect are here, but so are               
many that are taught less frequently.  
 

 
 

 
A Poem of her Own: Voices of American               
Women Yesterday and Today (ed. by           
Catherine Clifton), accessible to students         
from elementary school through high         
school and beyond, presents poems,         
illustrated by Stephen Alcorn, by women           
writers who span the centuries of America. 

 
 
Out of Wonder (Kwame Alexander, et. al)             
is a beautifully illustrated book of poems             
written as tributes to other poets and their               
poetry. 
 
 

 
 

Bullets into Bells: Poets & Citizens           
Respond to Gun Violence (edited by           
Brian Clements, et. al.) is a powerful             
collection of poems about gun violence           
and accompanying essays by people         
directly affected by the violence. It           
includes a range of poets, from Rita Dove               
to Juan Felipe Herrera and Naomi Shihab             
Nye to Reginald Dwayne Betts. 
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Young Adult Books in Verse 
 

 
 

Solo by Kwame Alexander is the story of               
the son of a broken down and troubled               
rock star, and his journey to break free of                 
his father and return to his roots as a way                   
of understanding who he is, his own             
creative spark and how to express it. 
 
 

 
 

 
The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo is a               
coming-into-oneƀs voice story of a young           
woman who seeks to understand herself,           
her world and her place in it.  

Brown Girl Dreaming, a fictionalized         
account of author Jacqueline Woodson’s         
childhood split between South Carolina         
and New York, is a coming of age story                 
beautifully rendered in poems. She won the             
National Book Award for it in 2014. 
 

 
 

Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds is the               
story of Will, a 15 year old whose beloved                 
older brother is shot and killed. Will pours               
the pain of his loss into seeking revenge,               
but heƀs confronted by ghosts of gun             
violence who challenge his thinking. 
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