
Welcome to the October 2009 issue 

of the DevonCAN newsletter.   

 

It seems a long time since our inaugu-

ral meeting at Embercombe Sustain-

able Community in the Teign Valley 

back in March, when 61 activists met.  

We all agreed then how great it would 

be if we could create a Network of the 

many groups in the county that are 
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So what are we, again?  

DevonCAN is a network of 

groups and individuals in 

Devon who are working to-

wards climate change miti-

gation and adaptation.  

 

This includes sustainability, 

climate change and Transi-

tion groups. DevonCANõs  

goal is to increase our mem-

bersõ collective impact by  

connecting, supporting and 

representing its member 

organisations, groups and 

individuals across Devon. 

Until now these groups 

have been largely working 

in isolation with variable 

degrees of success in 

their campaigning. 

 

Devon Climate Action Net-

work plans to help these 

groups in their work by: 

 

1. facilitating the sharing 

of knowledge, skills and 

resources 

 

2. helping the groups pro-

mote each others work 

 

3. helping coordinate 

joint campaigns to reach 

the Devon population in 

a more effective manner 

 

4. co-ordinating the lob-

bying of local / regional 

government and other 

public, private and vol-

untary organisations 

concerned with Climate 

Change . 
 

October 2009  
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our politicians  
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working on climate change related 

issues, to help us all be more effec-

tive. 

 

Six months later, the environmental 

threats are still there and the need for 

action hasnõt reduced. In that time 

weõve been working hard to make 

such a network a reality. We are now 

emerging from the undergrowth to be 

ready for the launch of the network. 

 

This Newsletter gives details  of a 

launch event for the network in No-

vember.  However, in the end, Devon-

CAN is about its members and what 

you want from the Net-

work and how, by sharing 

and communicating we 

increase our effectiveness 

and add value.   

Niall       

admin.devoncan@googlemail.com  

http://devonclimateactionnetwork.ning.com/ 



Since putting out our first call for mem-

bers a few weeks ago, groups have 

started to sign up.  We know that there is 

plenty of interest out there as people 

have been contributing to the Ning web 

site and it is showing plenty of interest 

and enthusiasm.  Now is your opportunity 

to join DevonCAN itself.  

 

Your membership will provide you with 

the opportunity to link to your fellow 

groups and individuals whose passions 

lay with Climate Change issues.  The net-

work can provide the opportunity to keep 

up with the news of  what other groups 

are doing and the exciting projects they 

are up to and how they went about setting 

them up.  In addition, the network provides 

news of wider opportunities which individ-

ual groups may not get to hear about; 

whether that is funding or support and 

knowledge about what is happening else-

where. 

 

The more groups are signed up, the 

stronger and more effective we can be 

together.  

 

Remember membership is free!   

To join, please email us on 

admin.devoncan@googlemail.com and we 

will send you the membership form. 

green credentials  or you have any views on 

what is needed, we would love to hear from 

you. 

email us on : 

admin.devoncan@googlemail.com  

In the meantime, our web presence contin-

ues via the ôNINGõ site: 

Devon CAN are applying for funding in 

order to develop a website that will pro-

vide the essential ôone stop shopõ for 

Devonõs climate action / sustainability/

Transition groups.  

If you can offer help of any kind in rela-

tion to funding, development of the site, 

recommending web designers with 

DevonCAN Network Event  

Network Update  

Website ðcall for help  

standing down to make way for a more 

permanent Steering Group to guide De-

vonCAN into the future. 

If your group would like to be part of the 

event and part of the growing network of 

Devon-based groups, then e-mail us at 

admin.devoncan@googlemail.com and 

we will send you joining instructions and 

registration forms for DevonCAN (if you 

arenõt already a member). 

 

The event is free (and includes lunch) but 

if you would like to make a donation to 

the cost of running it, that would be 

great . 

Come along and meet fellow activists 

from across the county . 

Itõs DevonCANõs first ever network event.  

The theme of the event is òSynergy  - How 

working together makes each of us 

stronger.ó 

We will be learning from each other, ex-

ploring ways to share resources, ideas, 

saving time and having fun.   We will be 

exploring how can do joint projects, 

events and activities and communicate 

more effectively. 

In addition, having done its job, the small 

group who have been beavering away as 

the Interim Steering Group will also be 
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What would you like to tell us about?  

the Network?  

Please spread the word. By working to-

gether we can work smarter. Time is short. 

We need to look at different ways of  im-

proving the delivery of our message and 

securing action on the ground.  

DevonCAN make a difference! 

The Devon CAN Network is your net-

work. Please let us know what you as a 

group or as an individual would want 

the Network to do for you.  

Have you any skills or knowledge that 

you would like to share?  

Do you know of other individuals or 

groups who would like to be involved in 

10am ð4pm, Saturday 21st November 2009  

Belmont Centre, Exeter  

admin.devoncan@googlemail.com  

©Bob Gale 

©Bob Gale 

http://devonclimateactionnetwork.ning.com/ 
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This is a brand new government sup-

ported two-year programme to provide 

financial and advisory support to 20 ôtest-

bedõ communities in England, Wales and 

Northern Ireland that are seeking to cut 

carbon emissions.   

 

Each pilot will  be about local people 

adopting technological solutions along-

side community and household-level be-

haviour change, and delivered via new 

collaborations between local public, pri-

vate and third sector organisations.  

 

The Challenge will allow the experiences 

of people living and working in communi-

ties that take part to be shared publicly, 

along with the quantitative data on carbon 

and energy savings. The information will 

be used to offer continuous learning and 

improvement, and the lessons learned will 

be made available to other communities 

across the country. The learning will also 

inform government's wider delivery plans 

on energy and climate change. http://

www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/

what_we_do/consumers/lc_communities/

lc_communities.aspx 

  

Local groups can, in partnership with their 

local authority, Local Strategic Partnership 

or other body, apply. 

ing events and pledges and 

using the 350 figure to focus 

peoples minds.  

 

Crediton Climate Action is or-

ganising an event in our Town 

Square at which we will chalk 

350 footprints round the 

square and display pictures 

and pledges. For example, 

Churches might ring their bells 

350 times, a swimming club 

could organise swimming 350 

lengths of the pool. The 

pledges will be sent to local 

politicians and also taken to 

Copenhagen by Laura and 

Gerald Conyngham, active 

members of CCA and Devon-

On Oct 24th, there is an 

international day of ac-

tion to put pressure on 

politicians to take deci-

sive action at the Climate 

Change Conference in 

Copenhagen in Decem-

ber.  

 

Recent science tells us 

we need to reduce from 

the present 387 parts of 

Carbon Dioxide to 350 

per million to avoid huge 

and irreversible damage 

to the planet. 350 org is 

encouraging local groups 

to take action around 

this theme by encourag-

CAN, who are taking part in 

a sponsored cycle ride to 

Copenhagen, to raise 

money for Christian Aid. 

 

It would be great if other 

Climate action groups could 

take similar action on Octo-

ber 24th, so that we can 

build up a Devon wide 350 

campaign. 

 

Gerald would be keen to 

take other pledges /

demands from members of 

DevonCAN and would like to 

hear from you if you have 

any. 

Low Carbon Communities Challenge -  

attention all groups!  

International Day of Action  

geraldconyngham@yahoo.co.uk       www.creditonclimateaction.org.uk 
©Bob Gale 

Global Action Plan ðEcoTeams  

Come and join the 20,000 households 

across England taking part in Eco-

Teams. Environmental charity, Global 

Action Plan, is offering you the opportu-

nity to take part in EcoTeams. Eco-

Teams are groups of people ð 

neighbours, friends, colleagues ð work-

ing together to make positive changes; 

from minimising the amount of energy 

used to cutting down on things thrown 

away. The programme is run on-line 

with downloadable resources at 

www.ecoteams.org.uk. Group meetings 

can be run in person or on-line and you 

will learn how to tackle your environmental 

footprint and just why it is so important.  

 

 

A household taking part typically:  

 

reduces CO2 emissions by 16.6%  

reduces heating energy consumption by 21%  

reduces rubbish by 20%  

reduces water use by 15%  

reduces energy & water bills by £170 a year.  

 

http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/what_we_do/consumers/lc_communities/lc_communities.aspx
http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/what_we_do/consumers/lc_communities/lc_communities.aspx
http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/what_we_do/consumers/lc_communities/lc_communities.aspx
http://www.decc.gov.uk/en/content/cms/what_we_do/consumers/lc_communities/lc_communities.aspx

