TIPS IN ASKING "wdydwyd?"
Here are a few things I've learned in getting the most compelling answers from people
when they answer "wdydwyd?"
1) DIG DEEPER WITH EACH PERSON
I've found is that people often come up with a general answer that can sound cliche (e.g. "For
love"). But, something happens if I just ask a few more whys... "why did you say that?" and again,
another step deeper, why did you think of that reason for saying "for love"? (and so on... with
more whys) People may stumble a little when getting push back like this, but they are usually
really thankful in the end for the dialog. And, eventually everyone comes up with something much
more idiosyncratic that reflects THEIR PERSONALITY more, and I listen out for those phrases and
reflect them back.
One good example: someone said "to change the world" and after asking a few more "whys"
and having a brief conversation, he told me about how he was kicked out of seminary b/c he was
impatient with the slow progress of change. So, at the end of our conversation, he came up with
"Too rebellious for priesthood," which I think is fantastic. And, we had a great dialog, during
which I learned much more about him.
2) ENCOURAGE VULNERABILITY
People often want to answer wdydwyd? in a positive, aspirational way. That is cool. I like that
people want to put a stake in the ground for something positive b/c they may live into that hope
with more vigor. BUT, I also think there are many other motivations that aren't so positive (we're
all pretty complicate). The value is that people can identify the fact that they are not alone in
feeling what they're feeling.
I've tried to spark those sorts of answers as much as possible, and sometimes it takes
encouragement to get people to do it. There have been some submitted from around the world,
which are usually pretty moving. Here is a page I created specifically for such a challenge:
http://wdydwyd.com/anonymous But, people don't always need to do it anonymously to be
vulnerable.
3) TELL PEOPLE THE MOST COMMON ANSWERS ARE. Many people may add a twist to what they say
(or go deeper) b/c they don't want to be just like everyone else.
Some common answers include: why not?, because i can, because I love it, it makes me happy, for
my family/children, for love (all of these are good sentiments, but inevitably, people can add a
twist that make it more reflective of their personality)
AFTER Burning Man you can (all optional):
> Upload to wdydwyd for weekly blog that reaches 5K+ people (wdydwyd.ning.com)
> Upload to Flickr and add this the "wdydwyd Flickr Group" (flickr.com/groups/wdydwyd)
> Possibly be in a wdydwyd book (no specs yet... way in the future)
> Exhibit your images around Center Camp in 2009!

